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PRESIDENCY DIVISION. 

Fresldonoy Division. — A Oommlsslonotship of Bengal exiend< 
ng from the uongca on tho norUi to tlio Bay of Bengal on tbo 
oijfli and lying hotn-eea 21“ 31' and 24“ 52' N., and 87“ 49' and 
'9° 58' E. Tho head-^uaxters of tho CommissioneT aro at 
rAJiCOXTA, and tho Dmeion indndes 6 Distiiots with area, 
opulaiiou and rovenue as shown below: — 



Land rmnno and 
Am fat ropnlatloaln caaioi, 1P03-(NI, In 

(qnare initet, IPOI. Ilionsandiol 

rnpen. 


S4*rari(anu 

Calcutta 

Sadts 

MnnlildKIiSd ... 




faoTlt.— Ca1catlaUDOtttrlrl1.ripcaklnfrani5trietol tho rmldeney Division, hot It is 
t»n«l and coarcnlral to itcst It ns .ueli. in the Ei'port ot tho Crnsu. ot l»l the crea dI the 
t-intsanss nnv shove nv S,IQJ squaro miles, rirliidwir lbs Simdsrtnns,' the area Bfarpr 
Ivon attoTO tvotv snpplioil br tiio 8orT)<}Cir.GonCT3l s they Include !,Pll sqnaro miles In tbs 
un'lntbsas. Tlio area ol KhoInS InclMdot e,<^ sqnaro nilles la the Sundatbans, 

Tho population was 7,427,343 in 1872 and 8,211,986 in 1881 ; 

1891 it had grown to 8,535,126 and in J901 to 8,993,028. 
?horo aro 514 poisons to tho square mil© compared with'474 in 
iongal os o whole. Kfty per cent- of tho popnlotion are Hindns 
nd 40 per cent. Musolmfins ; tho remaining 1 per cent, includes 
2,416 Clmstians, of whom 30,993 nro natives, 12,842 Animists, 
,005 Buddhists, 2,245 Jains and 1,938 BraWios. Tho area of 
lio Division, which is known as Central Bengd, corresponds 
pprosimately to tho old kingdom of Bonga oV Samatata, and 
ubscquently to Ballil Sen's division oi Bagri (or BSgdi). The 
livision is bounded on tho west by the. BhfiglratM river and 
‘n the east by tho Madhtunati, and forms the western extremity 
f tho Ganges delta. • Its northern Districts have been 
radunlly roised above flood-level, and the great rivere, which 
ormcrly flowed through them, ha\t5 Khnink to insgnificance, and 
10 longer fulfil their .old funcHons of depositing silt and supplying 
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Bound* 
win, 
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tion and 
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good drinking "wator. Thoirkead-'vratorsliavolMKffl silted up and 
their channolB are often so high that they aro no longer aUo to 
oarry oft the drainago of tho surrounding country, whioh has thus 
hooomo far loss honlthy and fortUo than it was formerly. Tho 
Distriol of Khulna is an osception to those conditions and still 
forma part of tho trno delta. Along tho' seaconst in tho south 
of tho 24-PorgnnnB and tho Klmlnii Distriots, tho Su^'DAUO.v^*s 
extend over an area of 6,029 sejuaro miles. This tract is a 
region of low-ljung i«lnnda intersocted hy a neWork of rivers and 
cross ohtmuols. In tho north it is being mduolly reclaimed for 
cultivation, while in tho south it is ooverodhy valuablo forests, and 
on tlio seaboard tlio process of land-making is still going on. 
Centml Bengal possesses few distinctive ethnical features, but its 
Bouthom portion is tho main habitat of tho Fo^, who oro closely 
allied to tho Ohand&ls, and who with thorn aro probably tho 
doscondants of tho first of tho Mongolian invadors from tho north- 
oast. Tho Knibarltos and BSgdis hnvo overflowed from West 
Bengal and tho Ghond&ls from tho cost. 

Tho Dirision contains 46 towns and 20,496 %illages. The 
urban population forms 10 por cont. of tho whole ; the greater part 
of it is found in Colontta and in its groat indiistrinl suburbs on tho 
bonks of tho Hooglily river, Tho principal industries in those 
towns aro tho manufacturo of gunny-bogs, tho baling of jute * . 
export, paper making and ootton spinning. MursdudWiiid District 
18 aao of tho seats of tho silk industry. Tho largest towns oro, 
Oalcotta (847,790), with its suburbs OossiTouE-(3nirj>UR (40, 760), I 

(S8,2il), South SunuBnri 
(26,374) and Baranaoar (25,432) ; SANTirua (26,898), ICkishJ 
HAOAR (24,547), Bebuampore (24,39^, Naihati (23,753) an^ 
Duattaba (21,540). Among its other towns may bo mentioned 
Wababwip, an ancient capital of tlio Sen kings of Bengal, nu^ 
Murshida^d -for many years the seat of tho MuhammodoJ 
history of Ooloutta is intimnloly assooiato J 
with tho beginning of Bribrii rule in India. “ 

^ 24-Farganas. — District in tbo Frosidonoy Division of Bongo 
lying botw-oon 21'’ 31' and 22“ 67' N., and 88° 2' and 89° 6' 
with an area of 4,844 sonaro miles, including 2,941 squar 
muos in tbo Sundarbans. Tho DIstriob derived its name from tbi 
number of fiscal divisions (parffams) comprised in tbo “ zamind&ti. 

T ISost India Company ii 

1/57, by Mir Jnfar, tho Nawfib Nfirim of Bengal. It oxtonds ii 
a roelangular shape, somo 60 miles in breadth, along tlio eas 
r n 1 J^^'Diooglily river from tbo Bfigbor JTAd/, 25 miles nortl 
of balomto, southwards to tho sea. It is bounded on tho nortl 
by tho Distnots rf Nadia and Jossoro ; on tbo oast by TTIinlnR • oi 

on tho south by tho Boy o: 
Uengal. Caloutta covers an area of 32 -square milea and is nol 
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included in tlio District:, thongli the Collector o£ the 24-ParganaB 
is Collector of land roTcnae in Calcutta and csorcises magisterial 
functions over the suburbs. 

Tlio District occupies the soutU-rrest comer of the Qangetio 
delta, and is divided into two tracts of Tory diifcrent charac- 
teristics by the boundary of the Sundarbnns, which runs 
diagonolly north-eastwards from a point on the western houn- 
dory near the head of S&gar Island and outs the eastern boun- 
dary in the latitude of Ualoutta. South of this lino lie the 
SuNDARRANS, a holf-formcd ddtaio tract occupying throe-fifths 
of the Distriot, out up by a net-vfork of tidal Bonnots into 
innumerable islets, the more northerly of which are embanked 
and grow rich crops of rice, while a fringe along the coast is 
covered with mannovo scrub and forest. The northern tract is 
obaraolcristio of Uio upper delta of Central Bengal, a land of 
dead and dying rivers, whoso beds ore out of reach of the scour of 
the tides, and of great rice swamps, which will never now be 
filled, because the rivers which should perform this olBee are loiib- 
cd into their channels by the high banks'of silt which they have 
deposited. ' - 

Industrial activity is concentrated in a narrow strip of foro- 
shoro along the bonk of the Hooghly river, extending from Budge- 
Budge a few miles below Calcutta to the northern limits of the 
District. This rivw frontage is^ densely ^ populated, and almost 
every yard of it is occupied either by into mills or by crowded 
bazars. Behind this strip the level drops, tne drainage is obstmoted, 
and the country is xmhcalthy and decadent until the eastern 
limits of the District aro approached. Here the Jamnn& river 
causes another rise in tho suriacc, and this tract dosdy resembles 
Eastern Bongnl and is inhabited by sturdy Muhammadans who 
'miso ahimdant sugarcono and jute crops. In tho north, the 
'monotonous level of the rice swamps is broken only by tho clumps 
of palms and fruit trees in whioh the village hamlets nestle. . The 
broad roaches of tho Hooghly are olive with traffic from the 
lumbering barge to the swift dinghy and noisy steam launch, while 
Iho river bonks present a diversified panorama of mill chimnOTs 
and brick factories, interspersed with Hindu temples and the 
^idons of country houses. . 

I The river system is derived from tho Ganges and its distrib- 
'utorics, each river forming the centre of a minor system of 
interlacing distributaries of its .own. Many of thc50. changc their 
^ names at different parts of their course, re-enter, their parent 
’ channels, and then break away again or tcmpomrily combine with 
other rivers until iho^ reach their final stage as eritiaries as they 
near the sea. The pnnoipal rivers are the HoocirLT, Bidyfidhari, 
Pi6U and Jamuna, nil . navigable by tho -largest native boats 
througboul the year, besides the great estuaries in the Sundarbans. 

B 2 
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These arms of the sea, prooooding from cast to 'west, are the 
Haimangal, M&tla, ifaniira and the Hooghly,or Burhfi llantTCswnr 
ns the mouth is locally called. Tho origmal course of the Hoo»hly 
Tvofl identical with the present ToUy’a Nullah ns far as Gariy& about 
8 miles south of Oalcutta, from which point it ran to the sea in 
a south-easterly direction. Tho old channel, which is still traco- 
nblo fora considoiahlo distance, has long ago dried up, and the bed 
now consists of a series of shallow pools. Uony largo Hindu 
villages are situated on tho bonks of tho old stream, which b called 
tho or original Gtangii. Tho BidyfidhorJ is a tidal river which, 
after a circuitous course Uirough tho south-west of tho District, 
flows iuto tho M&tla estuary at Camnino. Tho TiAli is a cross: 
stream from fho-Bid}’fidliaTl to (hohf&ila. Tho Jamuka flows 
across tho north-cast comer of tho Dbtriot and forms part of tho 
oaslorn houndary. Tho so-called Balt Water Lake is a low basin, 
east of Oalcutta, which b dowly fllliug with silt deposited hy tidal 
channels from tho Bidyfidharl river. Tho Balli swamp in tho 
north-east of tho District b being gradnall}^ drained and reclaimed. 

Qrology. Tho surface is covered hy recent alluvium, consisting of sandy 
cla^ and sand along tho course of tho rivors, and fiuo sUt con- 
Bohdating into clay in tho other parts of the river ploin. 

iioinny. Tlio stTotchcs of low-ljung land under rice cultivation afford a 
fool-hold for munorous marsh species, wliilo the poud and ditches 
aro filled uith suhmorged ond floating walcr-jdants. Bcmarknblo 
among theso on accoimt of its prcscnco in jSuropo on tho one 
hand and Austndia on tho other, b the floating Droscra Alironnila, 
Tho edgos of sluggish orooks aro lined with largo sedges and 
bulrushes, and tho hanks of rivers have a hedge-liko shrub junglo. 
Tho sides of cmhankmonts and village sites, whoro not occupied 
hy habitations, aro densely covered nith viUogo shrabberios of 
Bomi-sponianenus species, often Interspersed with dumps of planted 
hamhoos and groves of Areea, Jilorint/a, Mangijera, and Anonti. A 
very largo proportion of tho grasses and weeds hnvo been inadvert- 
imtly introduced hy human agency ond iududo European, A r. "i , 
and American sneoios. 

Fnnnii. Tho Simdnmans contain many door ond tiger, and - : 
estuaries swarm with alligators and with tho Gangolio, orocodile. 
In tho north, loopards aro oocasionoUy mot with, and thoro oro a 
f ow wild hogs. 

Climate The moan temperaturo for tho year- is 78®, varying from 

““3 66® in January to 86® in May. ..Tho highest moan maxim iiTn is 

tempera, ggo .^.pril. The l^host tompoiixturo recorded was 108® in 
1901. _ Humidity b hi^ throughout the year and rises to 90 per 
cent, in July. Tho normal rainfall .for tho year b 62 inches, 
of which 6'5 inohoa fall in May, lO'Oin. Juno, 12'd in July, 
18*2 in August, 9*1 in Soptomboi' and 6*3 'in October. Less 
than 2 inohos fall in each of the romainin'g' months. 
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Tbo cyclono of October 1861 did inunonso damage in the 
eoutb of the District. A storm-TraTo 11 feet bigb rushed over the 
Diamond llarbour eab-division, and the loss of life was estimated' 
at 12,000. The cartliqunko of Juno 1897 caused serious, injurj 
to masonry buildings in all parts of the District. The iloo^ of 
September 1000 caused wide-spread damage to the riee crops, 
ospooiallj in the ill-drained oroa between Oalcutta and Diamond 
Harbour. 

In the dawn of history the cotmtry south of the Padma Biitorr. 
between the Bhfigirathi and the old course of tho Brahmaputra 
was Imown ns Yanga or Banga, a name since given to tho wholo 
Prorinco. Its pooplo are described in the Haghubansa ns living 
in boats and ns growing transplanted rico. Tho 24-Pnrgnnn8 
lay to tho extremo south of this tract aud probably did not 
emorgo from tho waters of tho Bay boforo tho sovenin century. 
Towmds tho end of tho tenth century this country passed along 
with tho rest of Bengal proper under tho sway of tho Sen 
dynasty, and- in 1203 it was overrun by tho Afghans under 
Muhnmmad-i-Uakhty&r IHulji. Nothing definite, howover, is 
known of tho District till 1495, when a Bengal poem mentions 
several still well-known river-sido villnge.s, including Calcutta, 
extending along tho Adi Gtang& rivcor from Bb&tp&ra to B&ruipur. 

In the 16th century tho District formed part of tho s iirkdr ji 
or ^risiou of Satg^n, which embraced also portions of tho present 
IIoogEH’“nn(l' 'Nnola, Districts. Satgaon on tho Snrasrrati, near 
tho modem Hooghly, was at that time n groat emporium of trade, 
but when tho Portugucso began to frequent tho Hooghly river, 
about 1530, their miips could not sail with safety above Garden 
Bench, and their goods were sent up to Satgaon in small boats. 

As tho Saraswati silted up, Satgaon lost its importance, and in the 
Imiddlo of tho IGth oentuiy native traders came and settled at 
Gobindpur, tho sito of tho present Fort 'Williom in Calcutta. Tho 
Portugucso also estabhshedamartat Sutfinuti,tho heart of modem 
Calcutta. A oentuiy later tho Engli^, who had meanwhfle estab- 
lished a factoxy at Hooghly, were compelled to retire to SutSnuti, 
but it was not imtil 1690 that tho foundations of the present 
Calcutta were definitely laid by Job Chnmoc^. The rebellion of 
Subha Singh, in 1666, gave tho opportunity for fortifying tho 
town, and it became thenceforth the stronghold of British influence 
finBongal. 

After the battle of Plassey in ITdT?. the NawS,b K&zim of 
Bengal, hlSr Jafar, ceded to, the Hast. India Company -a tract of 
country which laj' principally to the south of Calcutia and com- 
prised about 8S2 square miles knorm as tho samindari of Calcutta, 
or the 24-Pargimas zamind&ri. , Under this grant the Company 
acquired the rights, of a zntOLind&r, and in tho following year 
they obtained, from tho emperor’s chief revenue officer, a duedni 
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which pnriicularked the -land hdldby them and fixed the 
assessment nt Ks. 2,22,958; In 1759 the emperor confirmed tbo 
exant by a farmdn which gave the Company a perpetual heritable 
jurisdiction ■ over the land.' Meanwhile, by a dera of gift 6 x 0 - 
outed in 1759, Lord Olivo had been presented, ns n reward for 
sorricos rendered by him to the Delhi emperor, with the revenue 
of the District duo from the Company, and this sum continued to 
bo paid to him till his death in 1774, when, by a deed sanctioned, 
by tho emperor, tlio whole proprietary right in tho land 'and 
revenues reverted to tho Company. ' . 

The BAiuiACKrunK Cantonment, 15 miles north of Cnlratta, 
ployed a part in two mutinies.' Li 1824 tho 47th Beeimentj 
refused to start for Burma, fearing that they would bo compelled to] 
proceed by^ca. European troops and artillery wore marched from ^ 
Calcutta, and the gunners opened fire upon tho mutinous regimentj 
which broke and fled. Many of tho mutineers were shot or hanged, 
and the regiment was disbanded. It was at Barracknoro that the 
first sparks of tho Mutiny of 1857 were kindled. The story of 
Mangal Ffindo’s outbreak and of tho disbandment of tho 24tb 
Ho^mont is too well known to need ropotitioni 

The rebellion of Titn Miin is not so well known. This 


man belonged to tho Wahfibi sect of Muhammadan fanatics, and 
wos oxoited to rebellion in 1831 by a beard-tax imposed by Hindu 
land-holders. lie oollcolod a force of insurgents, 8,000 strong, 
and out to pieces a dotaobment of Calcutta militia which was sent 
against him. Tho Magistrate collected rc-inforcomonts, but they 
were driven oH the field. Eventually tho insurgents were defeated 
by a force of regulars, and their stockade was taken by assault. 

With these exceptions, tho history of tho District since its' 
cession in 1757 has been nnovonlM, and is prinoipallj' a roeorcb 

aT fill ..11 ^ 


to IChuinii in that year reduced the Distriet to its presen 
pro^rtions. * ■ ' ^ 

The population of tho present area increased from 1,681,448 ii 
1872 to 1,690,771 in 1881, to 1,891,288 in 1891 ond to 2,078,351 
in 1901, Tho birth and death rates are much lower than the meat 
for tho whole of Bengal ; a groat prepondoronoo of males is the 
reason for the low birth-rate, ond a low dcoth-rate is a corollarj 
to a low birth-rate. Fever is rcBponsihlo for the greater part of the 
deaths, but the mortality duo to oholora is also considerable. The 
banks of tho Hooghly ore wholesome enough, as a good supply 
of drinking water is obtained from the river, and the drainage 
passes oasuy to tho low swamps to tho eostword. Tho salt breezes 
from ^ 0 , Bay of Bengal prevent tho growth’ of noxious under- 
growth in the south, jwhioh is, however, Bablo to cholera owing to a 



2<-PAnOANAS PtSTRICT. 


7 


dofloiont ■water-supply.. Tlio most unlioaltliy tract is the depressed 
area in the north, ■whieh is water-logged owing to tho .silting up 
of the 'drainage channels, and- mosquitoes breed freely in 'the 
stagnant pools which fester in nil direotions. . Tho drinking water 
is obtained' from tanks polluted by surface drainage, and all tho 
conditions* favourable to tho spread of tho “Nnma fever” are 
present. 

Tho. prinoipal statistics of tho census of 1901 ore reproduced 
below : — '* 


Sro-piTiaios. 

Area In 
•nuaro 
inlln. 

bTunibor of 

Pnnula. 

tion. 

Popniv 
tIon pel* 
aquaro 
mltp. 

PomnlBBo 
of raiiatiop 

In population 

Del went 
ItOland 
irtfi. 

Kumlier 
d or 
persons 
sbl^to 

mid and 
iprite. 

Towna. 

rillaws. 

Allporo 

Siilinrhi of Oil- 
enttn. 

Ilarrarkporo* .. 
JUriiiat 

RaiUhM ... 

Diamond Uar* 
hoar., 

EundariMiniT,,,. 

Diernici lotAt 

1 

I.iai 

10 

IM 

Z7S 

l,Mi 

1,JS3 

S 

lit 

a 

a 

•aa 

l.CM 

iia 

TSt 

m 

l.STO 

17 

«71,a!9 

in,HS 

SflUSIl 

SAt.SCO 

KJ.m 

4C0.T4S 

:.iMi. 

on 

1D,1SJ 

i,osn 

mi 

»i 

SSD 

+11-S 

+10*5 

} +S.2{ 

+ 7-S 
■i-14.4 

-W-S 

77, sot ' 
17,483 

8.1.I34 

1B,C0S 

£3,111 

£6,033 

100 

H^U 


8,031 

1,070^ 

tn 

• s-a 

£30,610 > 


• Ritmekpora sab'dtvMon wet (armed out ol-rertt o( tho hcid.<)uettn« end BSrSrat 
onbAIrmlaiK In UKHi. . . _ . . 

IMo-tortliSpopuTotton «t tli(. Snndnrtnna bet )«>en inrlndol In tho flsnrtM for thobnd. 
in*urtrt» end Bastihit sub.dlTlsIoni, within wblohthi* Eundarbtne ;lle, . Thero aro a few 
mod.ait(en. cir.. for whom •oijnrBloronins arranerarnte were made. 

} Uxelndliif; USlInhar, which was conetituted a aepaiate mnulcipalltjr in 1003. 

No loss than a fifth of tho whole population is urban. Cossi- 
poRE-CnirruR, Makiktala. Gardes Hbach, South Suburbs and 
ToLDvauSQE nro suburban towThs which for tho most part belong- 
ed to tho Calcutta mimioipality until 1889. Tho head-quarters 
ore at AmruRE, -with tho limits of Calcutta munidp^ty. Tho 
other industriol towns are Baranagar (25,432) ■with Kasiabhati 
adjoining it, Naihati -with Hausahar and Bhatpara adjoining 
it, Titaoabh, Budge-Bwook and Gabuua. Bvbgb-Budce is south 
.of Calcutta, lint tho remaining towns form, "with South Barraihi;- 
TORE, North Babbackpore and PASiH.ATr, an olmost unbroken 
lino of river frontogo northwards from Calcutta to near the 
confines of tho District. North and South Dusr-Dust include 
the Dum-!Dum cantonment and its ndghbonrhood, and Bastrbat 
and Barasatotc sub-divisionnl* head-quarters. 

Tho {wwth of the population has not been ■uniform throughout 
the District. Tho north-oentral thfinns are stationary or doc^ent 
oi^g to dcfectivs drainn^ and malarial conditions, which are 
dri^ving tho inhabitants into Calcutta. On tho other bond, a 
phenomenal oiqia^nsion has taken place in tho industrial tract on 
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tho bank of tho Hoogbly river, whilo the rapid progress of 
rodamation has altracted numerous settlers to tho bundarbons. 
During tho last decado tho riporiau population has gronnhy 
12 per cent., and tho Sundaruan population by no less than 
24 per cont ; on tho other hand iho northern and central thSnas 
have remained stationary. Tho population is very dense along tho 
HoogUy to tho north of Calcutta; but tho density for tho •whole 
District is low o\ving to tho inclusion of tho sparsely inhabited 
Snndarbans, which cover 2,941 square miles, or three-fifths of its 
area. ^ ^ ’ 

Tho main tido of migration sots from the eastern Districts of 
tho Dnited Provmoo.s ana from Bih&r to tho mills on tho banks 
of tho Hoogbly. A largo number of labourers cross annually from 
Midnaporo to Diomond Harbour and aro cmplo}'cd as horvesfors or 
in repairing ombankmonts and clearing junglo in tho Sundar- 
bans. A number of immigrants from UhoU Nagpur havo also 
Eottlcd in tho Sundarbans ■vwioi-o they aro known ns Bunfts. No 
less than 10 per cent, of tho population enumerated in 1901 wore 
horn outsido tho District, ana lucro were more than two moles for 
every fcmalo inimigront. As a consoqncnco, there aro only 902 
females for every 1,000 males of tho population. Bengali is tho 
language spoken hy tho natives of Iho District. Hindus number 
1,310, 1 fil or C3 per cent, of tho population and Musalmons 703,260 
or 36 per cent.; tho latter aro most numerous in (ho north-east, 
where they actually outnumber tho Hindus. Christians (14,000) 
aro moro numorous than in any other Bengal Distriob except 
Bfinohi, and Europeans (3,000) than in any other Disiriot. 

Tbdr Tho castes most largely represented oxo aboriginal. Tho - 
Pods (295,000) aro numerically tho most important and nro 
tloni"’ divided into two dosses, tho Podma Bftj, orYralya Kshattriya, 
living hy cultivation ond regarding themsel VOS ns superior to tho 
fishing Pods. Similar in rank and origin nro tho Eaibartlaa 
(207,0(!0), who again claim to ho divided into a higher doss 
known os tho Ch&si or Mfihi^a, and a lower the Jaliya. ' = 
Bfigdis (94,000) nro another non-Aryan community. Among thi 
Aryan castes, Brfihmans (77,000), Ahirs (04,000) and Eftyastbn 

(34.000) aro tho most numorous. Of tho romaindor Tiyars (fisher 
men), ISfipitB(baThorB), Muohis (loather dressers) and Sadgops, a 
cultivating caste, are also well r^rcsented. Tho Haorfis (03,000) 
aro a low oaslq of oriminal prodivitios, who largely man tho 
ranks of tho •villago. watch. Nearly all tho Mnsalmans aro Shaikhs 

• (674,000) or Jjlsf (122,000). These with tho functional oastes, 
e.g., Jolahas (18,000), aro probably dosoondanis of converts, as 
distinguisbod from the immigrant Patbfins (14,000) ond Saijids 

(8.000) . Out of_ ovory 100 porsons 62 aro dependent on 
Bmoultoxe, 18 on industry ond 1 on commerce, while 2 belong to 
the professional classes. ’ 
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Of tho 14,000 Ohristiana 11,000 are autires of India; 
llioso 4,000 belong to the Anglican Communion, 2,800 nro Boman 
Oaibolics, and Ibo xcmaindor nro BaptislB, Oongregationalists or 
Mofliodifitfl. Missionary effort dates firom tho beginning of tho 
19th century and has mot with most success among tho aboriginal 
caries in tho south of tho District. A largo number of seels and 
denominations are at work. They have sovoral masonry Churches, 
and their educational work is specially important. The Church 
of England is represented by the Society for tho Propogation of 
the Gospel and tho Churen Missionniy Society. Tho former 
bommenced work in 1823. Both are engaged in pariorol .and 
educational work, and, under tho auspices of the former Society, 
tho Olower Sisters maintain 30 girls’ schools in the .Sundarbans. 

Tho London Missionary Sooiefy maintains 2 high schools at 
Bhawfinipur, and a first-grade college as well as elementary 
EcliooU. Tho B^list Missionary Society, the Wosleyon ii^sion, 
tho American Methodist Church, tho Women’s Druon Missionary 
Society and tho Church of Scotland also carry on important mis- 
sionary and educationol work. Tho Homan Catholic Church con- 
ducts misrionary and educational work in tho Simdarbans. 

Tho surface has been formed by recent allurinl deposits, and, Qeneml 
with tlio exception of strips of high land along tho banks of tho 
rivers, tho whole country is low and su’ampy and tends to become eonditiont 
water-logged whenever tho rainfall is in excess. This is specially nnd ^ 
tho ease uith tho groat basin shut in between tho Diamond 
Harbour BaUway and tho Hooghly embankments, ns well ns tho ' 
similar tract east of tho Eastern Bengal Stato Bailway and tho 
Balll Bll. In theso cases tho drainago chaimcls ore inndegnate 
to remove any excessive rainfall. 

Tho salient agricultural statistics for 1903-04 are shown below, 

' oreos boing in squaxo miles : — 


SCB'SITISIOX. 

Total. 

Cultivated. 

Cultoniblc 

waatc. 

Fomts. 

Atiporo 

1,1(» 

cat 


817 

Snoarba of Calcutta ... 

10 

C 



BameVpoTe ... ... 

WO 

132 



Banitat 

276 

IPS 

.. SD 

• ai 

Bamliat 

1,9S2 

83C 


1,140 

Btauond Batboxtr ... 

1,2S3 

ses 

■Bl 

301 

Toul 

4,Si4 

mggM 

mBM 

■- C94 

i,res 


I The only crops of real importance nro rice ’and jute, tho 
i former occupying 1,517 and the latter 125 square miles. Tho 
winter rico crop, which accounts for nearly ' four-fifths of the 
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total cultivated area, is usually transplanted. Pubes are largely 
grown in the winter, and BUgaronno oceupiog a oonsidorablo area 
in the norlH-cast, . _ 

Improve Cultivation is spreading very rapidly in (lie Sundnrbnns, and 
mentsin all ovoT llio District the swamps are being gradually drained 
and rcolniraed. Under, tho Land Iraprovoniont Loans Aot mency, 
ptMticp. is oee.'isionnlly borrowed for tbo coiistnicHon of ombankjncntS'in 
tbo Sundarbamo, and, after tho floods of IflOO, about Us. 21,000 
was lont to the sufferers to enable (bora to purobase cattle and 
eecd-gram,’ 

Csttlc. Tho cattle belong to tbo degoncrate broods common in Lower 
Bengal. They are dotoriomting owing (o the cultivation oi 
pasture lands and to the abandonment of tbo practice of dedicat- 
ing bulls, which arc no longer allowed to breog unmolested, but 
are sold in tbo towns for carl-work. Diminuljvo goats nro-num- 
orous, but ponies, sheep and bufialoos nro scorco. Important 
fairs oro hold at Sagau Island in January and at Hauua at the 
ond of Fobrunry. In November tbo MfirwJij.i 3 hold a gothoring 
at tho Pinjr&pol, 15 miles north of Caloulta, whore they maintain 
an asylum for brolton-down cattle. A vrfcrinarv colloce is 
,ffldnhM«i’.ntJbi^Tft.nhif. ‘ ^ «« fa 

lrrip*iton. Water from tanks and road-side ditches is employed to o 
trivial extent in irrigating sugaTonno and garden crops, but ns 
cultivation sutfoiB iat more frognontly fronj too much th an from 
too littlo ivater, aitiflolal irrigation is but litiJlo used. 

Po«sU. A tract on tho soxithorn taco of tho Sundarbans forms n Pro- 
tooted forest, hut cultivation is rapidly oncronohing upon it, and no 
less than 448 square niilcS wore disforcstcq during the decade 
ending in 1903-04, leaving 1,758 square niil «,9 n.s the present area. 
Tho principal timber is garfin {CeriojK (yindoU{am\ geod {j^ptcrearia 
agaihiaha) and laord (Sonnorafia ap-(ala), whilo among mitinr forest 
produce may bo rookonod golpatn (Nipa hant&l {Phmh 

paMosa), reeds, honey, wax, and shells foV making lime. 
Tho forest receipts in 1903-04 amounted tq jg, 60,000, and th» 
expenditure was E«. 18,000. The rocoiptq qq’ account of th 
produce of leased lands amounted to Bs. 23,0oo. 

Xxia and No hand industries of any importance ato rarriod on. Imitaij 
mnufuc tiou looks are made at NStfigarh, and bruslies and combs, ohear 
* shoes and common ombroiclory nro mauiifjielurod. A little 

cotton is woven, and knivos, ntonsils and inqts oro made. 8moll 
sugar foolories exist in tbo north of tho Disli.]ot, hut the industry, 
is declining. _ Tanneries and soap manufactiiro exhaust tho list m 
local induBtrics. 


Faoto^ industries oro important, ns tl,o proxhnily of the 

Port of Oaloutta and the many moans of oommunicalion with 


Ai • 1 • 1 11 1 M V ''r uuiuuiuuicaiioa 

the inlenor.both hr rail and r^or, afford spookl faoililios to 
manufacture on the hanks of tho Hoogbly.- In 1908 as many os 
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76 out o£ tho 259 factorios iu Bengal wore situated in tlio 
24-ParganaB, and at tho end of 1904 IJxorc wore 79 factories at 
work employing 124,000 hands. The list of industries is a lontr one 
ns xt moludes juto jpressing and weaving, cotton sixinninff. panor 
making, sugar refining, ship building, tho manufacture by Govern- 
ment of arms and ammunition, of uniforms for tho troops and of 
telegraph stores, soap making, iron founding, leather tanninir. rono 
spimung, shellao inanufacturo, hone grunfing, oil prossinff: brick 
malcing and the rofinoment of saltpetre. Petroleum is also stored 
m hulk and subsequently filled m tins at Budge-Budge 

Tho oporalives are largely uij-countiy men, and they are for 
tho most part misombly housed in crowded hovels: but faotorv 
ou-norshn%^ done much of late years to ameliorate the condition 

^ By far tho most important industries are tho weaxune of into 
into gunny bags and tlio pressing of the raw product for oJort. 
Tho manufaoturo of gunnies has been largely diverted oFlnto 
yeam from Dundee to the banks of tho Hooglily, and nearly oncK 
third of tho juto crop is now manufactured in BenjraL The firuf 
start was mndo forty 3*oarB ago, but most of tho itiilln have 
been opened sinco 1880. In 1904 tho District contained™ Sg 
employing 84,000 hands ; they possessed nearly 12,000 looms and 
ttieir outturn u-ns TOlued at nearly 6 croros or 4 milh'on stSine 
The juto presses aro found in tho northern suburbs. The indnltw 
storied in 1878, and in 1904 ns many as 11 prc'^cs wero at wot^ 
vUeJ oiuploy»d over 8,000 TkeJ^ 6 SoS ^ 

which mn^foctuio cotton yam or lu-ist for the local and (S 
markets The mdustry dates from 1876 and emploj-s 6,000 opera- 

» outturn of 8,// 8 tons, valued at nearly 27 lakhs- nnfl 

1 also 2 lap factories with 600 operaUvesf Tho remrining indJririS 
arp of minor importance; they include a soap factorydfr^ Si 

2 ICO factones, 2 oil mills, 1 alk factory 1 rieo Tforks, 

factory and 4 saltpetre refineries. Bc.ridS’ these, thoro is a 

a.a factor,- »l B™.D»2,T 

shell factonr at Cossiporo and a rifle factory at Ichapur ^ 
iho onlj* articles imported by rail in nnv oimnfrfi- a. 

Eftnlgimi nod iho Miitibhuin District, jate^m. 

Bc^ and Itocod fiaa, Ooleatta aad^S^VTSo^l Sd tSS™ 
to tE. nu^ Eaa- cotton i, oWaiaod hy t’hr.SfflBe» 
and the Central Provmecs, riccefroni Bnpl-iarwnnl.rTS.jS - 
and Kliulnii, and paddr from -BMAOn, 


. __ paddy from 'BlrbhumT and" Bocra Some 

^m and pulses are unporfed from Kadia and JeS 
Wllo Bzgar otaaos tom tho JaHor Dirfrirf Imported SoSjoS 
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is Bent up-country from Budge-Budgo, a certain amount of rice is 
exported to Calcutta, and gunny bags nmuufnclured in llio mills* 
are dospalolied to Onletitta and up-country. The water communi- 
oalions aro oxoellonl and carry' an oxtonsivo trade in country 
produce. A considerable export takes place by road info Calcutta 
of animals, vcgcfablcB, etc., ns well ns of straw, bricks, bamboos 
and other local products and mnnnfaohiTcs, 

Tho Eastern Beimal State Koilway rims from Calcutta to tiro 
northern boundary of tho District, anU tho central section of that 
railway follows a north-cnslerly course through B&rasat and Habra 
towards Jessoro. Otlior lines nm from 0.slcutla to Budge-Budgo, 
Diamond Ilarbour and Port Canning ; ond a light railway from 
Bnsirhat to BarSsst has recently been opened, Tho total lengfi 
of tho railway's is about 158 miles. 

Inoluding 1)93 miles of s'illngo roads, tho Distriot contains 
1,344 miles of unmolnllod and 241 miles of metalled roads main- 
tained by tho District hoard. Tho Grand Trunk Hoad runs north 
from Calcutta along tho river bank to PnllS (14 miles), whore the 
Hooghly is crossed by n ferry and the road passes to tho svest baid: 
of tho river. Tho Plassoy road continues north along the cast bank 
to the boundary of the District. The Jc'^soro road passes through 
Dum-Dum and Barasat and mointoins a north-easterly direction 
to tho Distriot boundary. Tho roads south of Oalculln nro the 
Diamond Ilarbour road, tho Oriss,a Trunk Koad svhich crosses the 
Hooghly by n ferry at Achipur, and tho Bistupur road svhioh rims 
duo south, througu Bnruipur, for 29 miles. Tho chief oast and 
west cross-roads arc Uio T&ki road from Barnsal to Basirhat, 
alouj; which a Ughl railway 111111 8 slntions has bcoii laid, aud tho 
ooulmuofion of this road westwards to Barrookporo. The Calcutta 
Eloolrio Tramways extend in tho 24-Pnrgoiia8 Distriot for half ft 
milo along tho Jessoro road to Bolgachia, and for tho same 
distnneo southwards to Tollygungo. 

Tho Calcotta axd Eastuhn Canals form tho waterway by 
wbiob tho rico of Easlom Bengal is poured into Calcutta aud bniiJ 
tboir tonniuua at Dliftpa, 6 miles onsl ol Fort 'William. The* 
incoption of Ibo systora is duo to Major Tolly, who in 1777t 
oaniuizod an old bod of llio Ganges, called nftor him Tolly’s 
Nullah, which connects Kiddorporo n’ith tho BidyadhnrT river J 
Thoro nro now throo groat routes botwoou Calcutta and tho oMefi 
rioo-growmg Districts. Tho ono gonorally used is tho inner 
Sunaarhans passage, which starling from Dbapa, follows tho 
Boli&ghilta and Bhanghr,oanol5 and thonco passes by the SibsS 
riypr to llhuln&. Tho o}).tor Bundorbans passage, which is used by 
hoftvily-ladon boats, rum ' from Samukpotfi, 20 miles south-oast 
of Oaloutta, olong tho 'Bidyftdhari rivor to Canning and then 
strikoa to tho north-oast; it is * oOijnoctod with flio south of 
Oaloutta by Tolly’s Nullah and with tho north of that city by 
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lio BclidgliJita and CircnlaT Oonals. The third route is the 
steamer route to Qoalundo and Chandpur, which proceeds domi 
the Ilooghly to Mud Point, and thcnoo turns cnalw'ards hy 
llio Baraialtt Crock bolweenSfignr Island and tho mainland, and 
works its w’ay through various creeks and channels to Barisal. 
Passenger steamers ply on tho Hooghly from Calcutta to Naih&ti, 
from Calcutta to IC&kdwip on tho mainland opposite Sfigar Island, 
and from Diamond Harbour to TongrS. Steamers also traverse 
tho lehfimati and Jnmuna ‘rivers from T&ki to Ohfirghfit, 4 miles 
from GoWdfinga. Much of the trafSo is carried on by largo 
boats from tho eastern Districts. Tho local boat is called pdnsi, 
but on tho narrow and shallow waterways most 'of tho work is 
done with dug-outs known as dongS or 
There ato 63 ferries under tho control of tho District board, 
tho most important being tho Dttarbhfig ferry aoross tho Pinli 
river, tho Ilftjipur feny across the credc at Diamond Harbour, 
and tho Bndgo-Budgo and Oharfimad&ri ferries aoross the 
Hooghly. Other ferries on tho Hooghly river belong cither 
to tho Government or to tho riparian municipalities. 

For adminislratiro purposes tho District is divided inlo 5 sub-Diatriet 
di^‘isions with head-qntrfers at Alitore, BARUACKroRE, Barasat,"^. 
iSASinnAT and Diamond Harbour. At Aliporo nro stationed 
tho Magislratc«Collcotor, a Joint Magistrate, an Assistant Magis- 
trate and 0 Deputy Magistratc-Colloctors. Thosuburbs of Calcutta 
nro policed by tho Calcutta force, but cases arc tried at police 
courts at Aliporo and Sealdah by 2 Deputy Magistrates subordinate 
to Ibo District Ma^strato of the 24-l^arganas. 'Ibo Barrackpoio 
sub-division is in olinrgo of a member of Ibo covenanted civil 
sorvico, and each of tho other sub-diviaons ofo Deputy Mngis- 
tmto-CoUcctor, tbo sub-divisional officer nt Basirhat being assisted 
by ono sub-deputy collector and at Diamond Harbour by 2 sub- 
depuly cohcclors. Tbo Collector of tho 24-Pnrgnnas is ci~offieio 
Collector of land rovenuo in Calcutta, but tbo revenue is collected 
by an officer styled the Depuly Collector of land rovenne, who 
is also tho Collector of stamp revenue and Superintendent of 
cxciso revenue in CnlouHa and in so much of the 24-Pnrganns 
District ns is under flic jurisdiclion of the Calcutta police; in 
these functions lio is independent of tbo Collector of tho 
2-1-PaTranns. Aii Assistant Inspector-Goneral of Government Bail- 
way Police is stationed at ScaldoJi. 

Tho civil conrfs ore (hose of tho District and Sessions Judge, Cirii end 
2 Additional District and Sessions Judges,- of whom ono is also crimtimi 
Additional Judge of Hooghly and tho .bther is a special landj°‘‘*‘“- 
acquisition judge, 4 Sub-Judges 'at Alipore, of whom 2 
are permanent and 2 nro temporiay, a Small Cause Court Judge 
nt Sealdnh and 15 M:unsiis;,bi whom 3 are stationed at Alipore, 
i al Diamond Harbour and 2 each at- Sealdah, Bflrasat, 
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Basirhilt and Bflruipur. For criminal vrorl;, in addition to the 
courts of the Judge, Additional Judgo, tho Bistriol Magistrate and 
tbo siipondini;)' magistmtos, a Cnntoiunont Magistrato deals yitli 
oases in tho Bnrraokporo and Dum-Dum oantonmenU and tho 
Station Staff Ofllcor Tntli those in Aliporo. Tho largo number of 
dacoitics is a featnro of tho criminal administration of tbo 
Distriot, ^rhilo tho Diamond Uarbour sub-dhision is notorious for 
tbo number of 'wreokors and catilo tliioves it contains. 

Lana Tbo onrront demand for land rovi'huo in 1903-04 ■eras 16*88 

wvenuo nftynijio by 2,012 estates, of which 1 ,696 w’ith a demand of 

12 G4 liikhs were pormnuonlly eottlcd, nud U02 paying Its. 1,07,000 
wore temporarily sottlod, tho remainder being hold direct by 
Government. Tho District contains n largo area managed direct 
by Govommont, and the whole of tbo Sundarbans is so dealt with, 
Tho most interesting estate is Banch.vsnaoram, which comprises 
most of tho suburbs of Calcutta. It is bounded oii tho north by 
the Bainnngnr estate, Avliioh was acquired by a treaty from the 
Dutoh in 1795, Tlio Snltiban BSgioha is a Government estate 
formed in 1790 of garden houses oooupied by Europoans. 

Rents aro high. Rico lamls in tho head-quarters and Bfirnsat 
Bub-divisions aro rented at from Rs. C to Rs. 12 an acre, but lower 
rates prevail in the other two sub-divisions. Uomostead and 
8ugaro.ino lands fetch from Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 an aero. Tho gross 
rental of tho District,' ns oscertninod from Ihoroad and public 
works cess valuation rolls, is 72*61 Inklis, or more tbon four times 
tho lond revenue. Tho cultivated area in 1903-04 was estimated 
nt 1,604 square nulcs, and tho iucidonco of tho gross valuation per 
noro 38 thereforo Rs. 6-13, of ivhioh only R, 1-9 ro.iohcs tho 
treasury. Those Ogurcs are niuoh above those for Bengol ns 
a whole, whore tho avomgo rental is only Rs, 3-1 nud tho revenue 
oidy 13 nnnnsper oultivaied noro. In tho Government estates in 
Diamond IDirbour the avorago^sizo of a holding varies from 2i 
to 8 acres. Tho general average for tho District is probably from 
8 to 4 aoros, but in tho Smidorbans holdings are conadorohly 
larger. i 

Tho following tablo ehowe tho colloolions of land rovonuo and 
of total Tovenuo, under tho principal heads, in thousands of rupees 


- 

1880.81.* 

1800-01, 

1900.01. 

1003.01.' 

• 

nc. 

11a. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Land rovenue 

, 10,02 

10,02 

10,13 

10,01 

Tolal reroniio ... 

27,80' 

29,80 

32,60 

36,21 


innalprr^^o KhulnK, lirelnacd, tlio BKlk]iini (ub.dtT»ion, which WM lUbscqucnUr 
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The District contains 20 immicipalitits, nud their inspection Loc*J 
Olid control occupy much oI tho District Offiopr’e liino 
^energies. Outside municipal areas, local ntTiiirs nro managed 
by a District IxMitd srith Eub*«livisionnl local .boards ftnd_ tlirco 
Tillage unions at Boradebpur, ItindA and JadurhAtl. Tho ineomo 
o£ tho District board in lf)0U-04 was Its. 2,80,000, inelud* 
ing Its. 1,00,000 derived from talcs, and tho ospondittiro was 
Its. 2,92,000, o£ wliich Its. 1,78,000 was spent on civil worhs and 
Its. 00,000 on education. The District Ward has guaranteed 
interest at the rale o£ 4 per cent, up to a maximum of Its. 08,000 
per annum on the light railwnj' from DAr&sat to Busirhftt. 

Tho Duhlic IVorks department maintains 222 miles ofJ’eWl* 
cmbanlancnts, of which 21G miles wero conslruclwl, and are kept 
in repair, at Govcmmonl exiK'nse. The main embankment lias a 
total Icnglb of 19 1 miles and runs sontlmards along Ibo left bank 
of Ibo iToogbly river from Akra a few miles below Calcutta to 
ItangAfala ncjir the head of Sftgar Island; tbenco It bmuebes 
cost and north to 6Amn):poi&, and terminates at Gariyft 8 miles 
south of Calcutta. This embankment protects a Imet of 710 
S(]uaro miles in tho souih>wc.<-t of the Distrirt from inundation 
by tho lioo^bly nud other rivers. Drainage is providt-d for by 
uumoroiLS sluices of which 18 are on a Inigo scale, Tho ChnriAl 
works drain a large area near Budgo»Buiigo, and tho 8fitpiikur, 

Kdlpi and TengrAiiichi works a eoneidommo trad in tho south 
of tho Diamond Ilnrbonr sub'dlvision, while tho BalU Bll in tho 
north-east of tho Dislriet Is drained by a channel with a eluico 
at Tdulifi;' largo ecliomes have abo been prnjcete*! for drain- 
ing tho area prolcctotl by tlio embankments. A light-house is 
situate on Sagar Island. 

Tho Buburfw of Calcutta nro |>oliced by a force under tho Ppllro und 
onlcrs of tlio Commissioner of Police, Cnlcuf (a. Ilis jurisdidion 
embraces tbo COssiporc-Cliitimr, Miniktaln and pnrtr of tho Garden 
Beach municipal areas, as well ns tho fringe cast and toulh of tlio 
Lower Circular Bond and Tolly’a Nullaii, which is within tlio 
Calcutta municipality but under tho nulbority of ibo Magisirnto 
of Ibo 2'1-Pargann‘<. Tho sulnirbs nro ilividod into two divisions, 
tho norlhom and southoni, each under n Superintendent. Tlio 
forco Musisted in 1903, in addition to Iho Superinteudents, of CS 
Oflicers) C33 conslahlcs and 7 boatmen. 

Outside tjio suburbs tho District coiitaiiin 20 polieo-stntions and 9 
outposts, ns well ns 37 town outposts, 3 mill outposts. 3 cimtonmeut 
outposts, and ono benl-liouso. Tho town outposts' nro manned 
partly by police constables, nnd partly by town rhmthuMrg. Tlio 
lAistrict Superintendent of Police is prOvidwl with a steam-luunch, 
nnd 7 police boats patrol (ho waterways. Tho foreo conrisln 
of a District Sunciintcndcnt, an Assistant Suiierintcndonl, 8 
inspectors,/ 71 suo-inspoclors (including ono liuropenny,- 127 
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licnd'Constablcs, 1,019 coQsiabIcs and 148 ioivn chaulldan. A 
Bpooiiil lorco of IS bcad'constablcs is employed for 9 montbs in 
Iho drj’ season, to accompany tbo officers of tho Salt department 
on sonrebos. Tho rural polico number 860 dnffad&rt and 3,423 
ckauliddrs, and tbo'Dielrict is divided into 349 unions, each of 
which ia manned by a daffitd&r and from ? to 13 ehaukiddn. 

Tho Aeitore Distriol and Oonfxal jail boa accommodation for 
1,837 prisoners, and a Bislricl jail at Baiusat for 130 prisoners j 
subsidiary jails at Diamond Harbour and Daslrhat each hold 
12 prisoners, while that at Borrackporo holds 14. A roforma* 
toiy school at Aliporc provides accommodation for 226 boju. 

Education is more advanced than in most Bengal Ditlricls. 
In 1901, 11*8 per cont. (20*2 males and 1*8 females) could read 
and write. Tlio total number of pupils under instruction increased 
from 62,000 in 1883-84 to 68,138 in 1892 93 and 73,021 in 
1900-01, wliilo 79,860 boys and 7,727 girls wevo at school in 
1903-04, being respectively 42*5 and 6’2 per cent, of the children 
of school-going ago. _ Tho number of cducatioual institutions. 



met from Piovinoial funds, Bs. 60,000 from Dislrict funds, 
Es. 11,000 from municipal fimcls and 1’97 lakhs from foes. 

In 1903 tho District contained 86 diBi>on«nries, of which 12 
had accommodation for 195 in-door patients. Tho cases of 
184,000 out-patients and 3,404 in-palicuts were treated in 1903, 
and JL2,017 oporntious wore performed. Tho expendituro was 
Us. 71,000, of which Ils. 12,000 wos met by Government con- 
tributions, its. 20,000 from local, and Bs. 22,000 from municipal, 
funds and Es. 7,000 from mihsoriptions. 

Ynooination is oompul«ory within municipal areas and 
voluntary olsowhoro. In 1903-04 tho number of persons bucocss- 
fully vaoomatcd was 62,000 ropresenting 37 per thousand of the 
population. 

fSir "W. W. lEuntor, Sfalistical Accouni qf Bengal, vol. i, 1875.] 

Alipore Sub-division.— llcad-guartors sub-division of the 
24-Pargantt8 District, Bengal, lying between 22“ 8' and 22“ 38' N.,' 
and 88“ 7' and 88° 89' B., with on area of 1,164 square miles, of 
which 460 are included in the Sosdathjans. Tho sub-division is a 
dcltaio tract containing numerous marshes, and in the south there 
is a network of Bluggish ohannolB and haokwaters. The population 
was 671,269 in 1901, comporod with 600,274 in 1891, the density 
being 677 porsoiiB to tho square mile. Those figures do not 
inoludotho suburbs of Ooloulta (boo Oat.cuita, Soburus or). 
Tho suh-diviaon contains 6 towns. South Subuhbs (population 
26,374), ToLLVouHor. (12,821), Bajpdr (10,713), Baruipdr 
(4,217), Jatnagar (8,810) andBonan-BunoE (18,061), and 1,683 
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villages; its Iiead>quiirtc» aro ot Auroite witliin tlio Calcutta 
municipality. 

Galcntta, Suburbs of. — A namo given to iho 3 suburban 
municipalities of CossiroRK-CiiiTrUB (population -10,750), Makik* 
TALA (32,387) ond GrAnnEs Beach (28,211), which arc thus 
grouped as a sub-dmsion of the 2'1-Pargana8 District, Bengal, 
xho area of the sub-dirision was 10 square miles, and the 
population 101,348 in 1001, os compared uith 87,508 in 1891, iho 
density being 10,135 to the square mile. Cossiporo-Chitpur is 
north and Mkniktala north-east of Calcutta, while Garden Beach 
bounds the oily on the south-west. 

Barrachporo Snb-divisiou. — ^North-western sub-division of tho 
24-Porg‘'nn.-< iJistriet, Bengal, Ij'ing on the left bank of tho 
Fooghly between 22“ 35' and 22“ 57' N., and 88“ 21' and 88“ 3 1' R, 
with an area of 190 square miles. Tho sub-division, whi^ was 
formed in 1904 from portions of the Sndar and Bfirfisat sub- 
divisions, ronsi.st5 of a long narrow’ strip ot riparian land and 
contains a number of low’-lpng sw’nmps, but tho parts along tho 
bonks of tho Hooghly arc higher and healthier. The population 
was 206.3 11 in 1901, tho density being 1,086 iieisons to tho square 
mile. Tho bank of tho Hooghly ’north of Calcutta is lined with 
mills, which provide labour for o Inrge industrial population. Tho 
sub-dmsion contains 12 tow’ns nil lying svithin this tract, Naihati 
(populttlion 13,604), ELalisahau (10,149), Bhattaua (21,540), 
Gaiiolia (7,375), Baihiacktobe North (12,600) and Soutli 
(19,307), TirAOABii (16,065), Panihati (11,178), Kamabhati 
(13,216), Babanaoab (25,4321 and Dum-Dum North (9,916) 
and South (10,904). The remainder of tho inhabitants live in 
163 villages. The lioad-quarlers of tho sub-division aro at 
Bnrrackporc, liie(orio|illy important as tho soouo of tho out- 
break of two matiuies. Oautonments aro situated w’itliin tlio 
North Dum-Dum ond South Hnrrackporo municipaliUcs, andn 
Guvemment ammunition factory at Dum-Dum. Barrackporo 
also contains tho suburban rcridonco of tho Yicoroy. 

Barasat Sab-division.— Sub-division of tho 24-rarcnna8 


District, Bengal, lying bolwoen 22“ 33' nnd 22" 56' N., and 88" 26' 
and 88" 47' 33., with an area of 275 square miles. 'Tho sub- 
dmston consis's of n water-logged deltaic troot, w’hiob is voiy 
malarious, ns many of tho drainogo chaimols nro blookcd, and thoio 
aro numerous mvomps nnd thick junglo, T)io population was 
264,300 in 1901, tho density being 901 persons to thp.sqnaro milo. 
It contain 2 tow'ns, Bakasat (populntion 8,634),’ the hood-quartors, 
andGoiiAROANOA (5,665), and 724 villages. BurOsat was formerly 
n Bonarato magisterial Diatrief in charge .’of n Joint Magistral o. 
In 1861 tho Joint Magistmoy was abolished, and Bfirnsnt beonmo 
ono of the sub-divisiouB of the 24-Piirgnnns. It is coitnooicd by a 
light r.iilway 26 miles long wi(li Basirhdt. 


0 
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Basirh&t Sub-division. — ^Nortli-coslorn pub-division of tie 
21-Pnrganns District, Bongnl, IjiiiR bol wocn 21“ 3 1 ' tind 22® 55' S,, ' 
nnd 88® 33' and 8fl® ti' E., iritb an area of 1,022 square 
mile?, of which 1,581 aro hieludod in the SoKn^itBANs. The 
northern pari of llio BuVdrasion conpists of a fertile nllurial 
tract, but to tlio poulh, where the delta is in a less advanced fitaga 
of growtli, thero is a network of tidal creeks ndnding Uirougt 
numerous islands and nioruH-cs. Tim population was 372,11}? in 
1901, compared with 3*}7,138in ISOl, thodonpit 3 ' being 194 peraons 
to the square mile. It contains 8 tomis, IJAsinitAT (popidntioa 
17,001), its hend-quarlorp, Badcuu (12,921) and Taki( 5,0S9), 
and 920 villngos. It is cenneeted bj' tho Eastoni Bengal Stale 
llailwaj' with Calcutta nndhj' a light railwa}* with Bfirasat. 

Diamond Harbour Sub-mvision.— South-wcslomsuh-division 


Dounil. 
urici nnd 
rliyatcnl 
asi'ccta. 


of the 2‘1-1’iirganns District, Bengal, Iving holween 21® 31' and 
22° 21' N., nnd 88° 2' and 88° 31' E., with an area of 
1,283 square miles, of which 907 aro included in tho Sukdauba^s, 
Tho Boulhem ])nrt of tbo sub-dirision exhibits all tho typical 
features of half-formed land through which tho estuaries of tha 
Gauges find thoirwaj’ to tlio pea. In the northern area tho tracts 
along tho himks of tlio Ilooghly aro salubrious owing to hotter 
drainage, tho comparative nbscnco of noxious undergrowth nndtha 
son hreezo which blows almost continuously during tho souUi-vKt 
monsoon.^ Further east, tho country is badly’ water-logged owing 
to dofoclivo draiungo. Tho populnlion was <100,7*18 in 1901, 
compared with <102,880 iu 1891, tho density being 309 persons to ' 
tho sqnoro mile. It contains 1,575 vDlagos, one of wliieh, DiampSP 
Hakboub, is tho head-quarters, but no towns. A railway', 37 miles 
long, connects Diamond Harbour with Calculln. 

Saiidarbaii8.--A vast tract of forest nnd swamp extending 
for about 170 miles along tho sea faro of tho Bay’ of Bengal 
from tbo estuary of tho Hooghh’ to that of the Ifeghiia and lun- 
mng inland to a distauoo of from GO to 80 mile*?. Tho most 
probable moaning^ of tho name is tho “ Forest of sunrfrf.” (JJfr/* 
iiera htloraUs), (his being tbo charnotcrislio tree found there. Tho 
tract lies between 21° 31' nnd 22°38'N., nnd 88° 5' nnd 90° 28' 
wth nn area of Ci,52G square miles, of wliioh 2,941 Ho in the 
2,688 in Ehulnu and S97 in Backcrpnngc. 

. Sundarbans forms tho lower part of tho liangos delta and 
18 intorsootod from north to south oy tho estnories of that river, 
MO most important, proceoding from west to cast, being the 
^ooGHi.y, Matin, Bnimongal, ihralnnoba, IIauingiiata, Eabnft- 
trn s Meohna. Tbo tract through which they flow is one 
whoro tho process of land-making has not 
yet ceased and where moroBsos nnd swamps, now pradunUy filling 

Ihirfn ? connooted with each other by wn 

Binonto Boncs of brnnohes, nnd tho latter in thoir turn fhy 
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umnmerablo emaller dmnnols ,* eo tlint iho 'n’liolo tract is a tangled 
net-work of streams, livera, and wnior-courscs enclosing n large 
number of islands of various shapes and sizes. Guluvation is 
confined to a fringe of roclaitucd land situated along the northern 
boundaij, except in Bnckorgungo, where some of the clearings 
extend almost down to the sea. 

The fiat swampy islands nro covered with donso forest, thomost Botany, 
plentiful and important species being the sundrii which thrives 
most whero the water in the channels is least brackish. Towards 
the north the forests contoin a rtltber dense undergrowth, but 
clsewhoro this is very scant}*. In the north some mangroves, 
chiefly Kandelia and liriigtitera, nro found scattered along the 
river banks; further south, as the influtneo of Iho tides increases, 
they become mure numerous, Cmopa and Rhizophnra n'ow appear- 
ing with the others, till at length the riparian vegetation is 
altogc&er mangrove. By this timo too, and its associates 

largely disappear from the interior foiosls, which nro now mainly 
composed of gco6 {Bxcacaria agalfocha). Nearer the son this in 
turn gives way to mangioves. This pure mangrovo forest somo- 
times extenda into tho tides, but at other times it is separated 
from the waves along tho sea face by a lino of low sand dunes, on 
which reappear some of tho swamp forest spoeics, accompanied 
however by a fenv plants characiorislio of other Asiatic shores, 
such as ErtjUmm indica, Theypcaia populnea, Jficua Rumphii and 
others for which tho oonditious in tho swampy islands of tho 
interior scorn to be unsuited. 

Tho wild animals ate tigers, which cause much dcslniclion, (ho Fauna, 
rhinoceros (now nearly extinct), wild builalo, wild hog, spotted 
deer {Cemta axh), barking dcor {Cervulus mmijac) and hog-door 
{Cervua porcinua). Tho rivers nro infested with crocodiles which am 
dangerous to man and beast, and tho cohra, pvthon and many 
other varieties of snokos aro found. In the cold wcathor, gocso, 
duck and other game birds congregate in largo numbers on tho 
Baud hanks. 

Tho average annual rainfall varies from about 82 inches in tho itotnfall 
west to over 200 inches in tho east. Cyclones and storm-waves 
occur from timo to timo ; tho worst of tho rccont oalnmitios of ^ 
this nature was in 1870 when a groat part of Bnokorgungo and tho 
adjoining Districts wos submerged, tho depth of water in some 
places being over 10 fcot. An account of this catastropho is given’ 
in tho article on BACKiniouNOE District. 

Nothing is known of tho Sundarhans until about iho middle niitory. 
of tho 16th contury when a Mulinmmadau advonturor, named Khan 
Jahan, or Kbanja All, obtained aJSgir from tho king of Gaur, 
and mado oxtousivo dlcaranocs neat Baghcrhat in i^mlna ; ho 
appears^ to have oxcrciscd oil Iho rights of sovorcignty until his 
death in 1469. A hundiud years Infer, when D(iud,'fho Inst 

c 2 
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king of Bengal, rebelled against llio emporpr of Helhi, one ti 
bis Huidu counsellors obtained a Btij in (bo Sundnrbans, tt* 
capital of wbicb, Iswahipwb, near Die Kftllgnnj police-station is 
Kbulnfi, 'n'as called Ynsobnra and bas given ns uamo to tti 
modern Distriot of Jccsorc. llis son, Prnl&pRditya, 1706 one cl 
tbo tnclvo cliicfs ur Bbutyas n'bo bold Ibo sonlb and costo! 
Bcngol, nominally ns va«salB of the omporor, but wbo woro prat- 
tionlTy indopendont and wero frequently at war with each other, 
lie roliolled but, after some minor succo#.eos, was dofontod and lahta 
prisoner by Ilfija klftn Ringlf, tbo leader of Akbar’s armies n 
Bengal from 1689 to ICOG. 

It is leliovcd (lint nt one time the Rundnrl>nns was fsr 
more extensively iubnbiicd and oultivated tlinn nt prefenli and 
posdbly this maj- have been duo to Die fact Dint Die sbifting of tha 
main stream of the Ganges fn-ni tbo BliagSratlii to Dio PadmS, by 
dimiiimbing Die .supply of fresh water (loiu Dio iiortli, rendetd 
tbo tract less fit for human habitation. Anotlicr can«e of tlw 
dopopuliilion of tliis tract may bo found in the predatory iiicuraons 
of klagh ]iirnie8 and Por(ugui‘.so buceimeom in Dio early pad 
of tbo 18lh coiituiy. It is raid Dint in 1787 Ibo jwnple then 
inlubitiug tbo Sundnrbans deserted it in con-soquenno of the 
devastated slate of the country, luul in Honneirs map of bower 
Bengal (1772) tlio Bnckorgnngo Siindnrbnns is shown nsdep^ 
pulnted by Die Mnglis. The most important remains arc IM 
tomb of JClifin Jahiln and Dio mins of SliSt Quml>n?! ami Iswaripm 
in the Biluberbnt aub-division of the Kliulnii District, tl« 
temple of dhntar Dad in Die 2l-lhirguims Sundnrbans and tin 
Niivaraliin iciiiplo near Knllganj jioliec-stutiou in Kliulnft 

The bulk of tlio prosenl inbnbilnuts have come from the 
Districts iiiimediutoly ft) the north of Die Sundnrbans, and onmifl 
ehiolly of low-casto Hindus and ktnbninmndniis, the Pods being tho 
most luimorons Hindu oasto in tho west and tho Nninnsridras or 
Uliniidals towards the oast. Tho Miibainmiulnns, who are numcroM 
in tlio cast, belong mostly to the fanatical scot of Fnrnzis. In th® 
Badeergungo Sundnrbans tliero are some 7,000 Mngbs -wbo 
enmb origiuidly from tbo Arakun const. Botween tbo monlas ot 
' OoloboT nnd May orowds of wood-outtors from BnokerguDge, 
ICliulnri, Pttridpur, Calcutta and olsowbcro como in boats and enter 
tbo forests for tho purjioso of cutting jungle. Tho coolies wlioin 
they employ to do junglo olearing, enrUi-work, oto., como from 
Hazaribagli; Birbhfim, M&nbbnin, fiunkurti nnd Orissa. There att 
no vdllngcs or towns' nnd tbo ouHivulurs livoj scnttcrcd in litd® 
linmlots. Port Canning (seo articlo on 2-1 -Paiio anas) was nt on® 
time a niimicipality; but is now nearly desorlcd; MobbeloaHJ w 
tho ICliiilun. District is' an important trading contro. ' ' 

Tho roolnimod ^ tract to llio north is ontiroly devoted to ric® 
oil'ivnfion, and winter rice of n tine qualify is -grown thfrOI 
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't eugnreaiio and betel-nut are also culiivntcd in the tmctB lying 
in the Khulnil and Sackergungo Districts. When land is cleared a 
>- bandh or dyke is erected round it to keep out the salt water, and 
t after two years the laud Wcontes fit for oultiTation; in normal 
:t years oscellent crops ore obtained, the outuirn being usually 
about 20 mounds of rice per acre. 

Tlie 8iiudnrbans contains 2,081 sQiiaro miles of referred forc.s(8 Foroiii. 
in the Kbulnh District and 1,758 square miles of protected forests 
in the 24-Parganna. Tboso are under the charge of o Deputy 
i Conservator of Forests, aided by tw6 assistants, whoso hcad-qunrlors 
ore at Khnlnh, The charaotcristics of the forests have been dos- 
t ■ cribed above. They yield nn immense quantity of timber, firc- 
; wood and thatebing materials, the mmor prodnoe consisting 
rl of goljtSla {Nijxt frufieam),liaHt&l {PJi6ctiii]mlit(lota),nal, honay, 
z wav, and sbclls, wbicb aro burned for lime. The protected forods 
z in tha2i-Pargantts are gradually being thrown open for cultiva- 
I tion, and 4C6 square miles were disforosted botwoon the years 
; 1895 and 1903. The gross receipts from tho Sundnrhans forests 
in 1903-04 were 3*83 lakhs nnd tho not roreutto 2‘71 lakhs. » 

At KAUGAJiJ in the Kliulna District, country knives, huffalo- MMiatse- 
t horn comhs and black clay pottery aie made. tnrei. 

; Rico, betel-nuts and timber ore exported to Oalcntta. 

, Port Canning on tho Matin river is conneoted with Calcutta ComttunU 
f by rail, but apart from this the only means of commuuioalion oro entiont. 

^ afforded by the maze of tidal creeks and erosB-chnonols by which 
. tho Snndarbans is traveracd. These have been cnnnocled with 


one another end with Calouttn by a system of arlifioial canals 
(desoribod under tho Cai.iut'ia asd EASianN Oaxai.b}, W'hioh 
enable Calcutta to tap tho trade of tho Canges and Brobmnputra 
volleys. Rc^Iar lines of s'oomcrs for possongors nnd oorgo use 
tlus route, while tho sniallor waterways giro counliy boats of nil 
sizes occcss to almost every part «f tho tract. Frnsorgnnj at 
mouth of the Hooghly has i-eoeiiUy (1906) been soleotod ns tho 
rite of a ponnnnont wireless telegraphy station, tlio ohjoet of whioh 
is to establish communication with ves.sol8 in tho Bay of Bengal. 

‘The tracts included in tho SundarWus form an integral part of Adninli- 
the Districts in which they ore included. The wiiolo of tho tr»tlon. 
revonuo work oxoopt its collection was formerly in tho hands of 
a spodal ofRcer called tho Commissioner in the Sundnrbnns, who 
exercised TOnourront jurifidiotion with the District Oolloolors, but 
this appointment has recently boon abolished, and tho ontiro 
revenue administration has boon transferred to tho Oolleotora 
.conoomed. 

attempt to. bring the' Sundnrbaiis under Bomwf 
raltivation was that of IChan Jahan. Moro recent attempts dale "n 
from^ 1782, when Mr. Henokoll, the first English Judge nud 
Magistrate of Jossorc, inaugurated tho system of riclamatioj]. 
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boU'oon CnlouUa and the eastern Districle. IIonokoHganj, named 
after its founder by his native agent, appears as Hingufgauj on 
the Bun'oy maps. Tins area was then a dense forest, and Idr. 
HonokeU’s first stop was to clear the juuglo ; that done, the lan& 
iramedialoly around the olcaranccs were gradnnlly brought under 
cultivation. In 1784, when some liltlo experience had been 
goined, b£r. IlonokcU submittod a Echomc for tlio reclamation of 
the Suiularbans, which mol 'with tho approval of the Hoard of 
llovcnuc. Two objcols wero aimed at: to gain a rovenuo from 
londs then utterly unproductive, and to obtain a reserve of rioo 
against seasons of drought, tbo crops in tbo Sondarbaos being 
very little dopondont upon rainfall. The principal moosuro 
adopted was to make grants of junglo land on favoarable terms 
to people imdcrlakiiig to cultivato Ibcm. In 1767 Mr. Heuckoll 
was appointed Suponulondont of tho opmtions for encouraging 
the reclamation of U\o Sundarbans, and already at that limo 
7,000 noroa wore under cnltivaUon. In the following year, 
however, disputes atoso wth tho xamindars who possessed lands 
adjoining tho Sundarbans grants ; oud as tho Kamindfira not only 
claimed a right to hindsi oulUvnt^ by tbo holders of ihoso gronts, 
but onloroed their claims, tho number of settlers began to foil 
off rapidly. Mr. Ilonekoll expressed a conviction that if tbo 
boundaries of tbo lends hold by Iho noighbouiing zamlndfirs were 
settled, tho number of grants would at onoo increaso, but Iho 
Board of Bovenuo had grown lukewarm about Iho whole sebomo, 
and itt 1790 it wos prootionlly abandoned. Sovoral of the old 
giants forthwith relapsed into junglo. 

In 1807, however, applications for crnnls bogon to como in 
ogain j aud in 1816 tbo post of CommisMonor in tho Sundorhans 
was oroatod by Eogulation IS of that year in order to provide 
an ttgonoy for nsoortnining how for noighhouring londlioldors bad 
onoroaohod beyond their ponnanontly-scltled lauds and for resum- 
ing and settling such lands as rovenuo paying estates. Ibrom 
that time steady progress wjis made until, in 1872, the total 
area undor oultivation wos ostimatod nt 1,087 square miles, of 
, which two-thirds woro rodnimod botwoon 1830 and 1873. The 
domago done by tbo disastrous oydono of 1870 led to tho abaudon- 
mont of many of the more exposed holdings, and in 1882 tbo 
total roolaimod area was retuniod at only 78G squoro miles. 
Sinoo then rapid progroa has been modo, and in 1904 tbo total 
atoa jiad xison to 2|015 B^unro miles. 

SeUlomontB of wasto lauds liaro, uutil rooontly, been mode 
uudor tho rules ^omulgaled in 1879, tho grants made Voing 
oi two olosses, VIZ., blocks of 200 aores or more Icosed for 
w years to largo capitaHsts who oro prepared to spend time and 
developing them ; and plots not escoeding 200 acres 
loassd to small capitalists for doaranco by onltivators. Under 
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these rules ono*foutUi of the entire area loosed was for over 
exempted from assessment, while the remaining tlireo-fourths wns 
hold free of nssossmont for 10 years. On the expiry of the term 
of the original lease, the lot wns open to lesottloment for a 
period of 30 years. It was slipnlnted that ouo-oightli of the 
entire giant should ho rendered fit for cultivation at the end of 
the fifth year, and this condition was enforced either hy forfoituro 
of the grant or by the issue of n fresh lease at onliancod rales. 
Almost the whole of the area availablo for seltloment in Ifhulnu 
has already been leased to capitalists ; in Backergungo 479 
out of 645 square miles have been settled, and in the 24>Pnrganna 
1,223 out of 2,801 square miles. Experiont-o has shown that this 
^stom has led to the growth of an undesirable class of laud 
speerdators and middlemen and to the g^rinding down of tlio 
actual cultivators by excessive routs. Landjobbers and speculators 
obtained leases for the purpose of reselling them ; in order to 
recoup his initial outlay the original lessee often sublet to smaller 
lessees in return for cash payments; and the snmo lu'octss wns 
carried on lower down Uio drain witli the result Diut the hind 
was eventually reclaimed and cultivated by peasant cultivators 
paying rack-rents. It was accordingly decided lu 1904 to nbandott 
this ^’stem and to introduco a s}’Btom of ryolw&ri scltlomont, 
os on oxperimoutal moosuro, in tho portions of tho Sundarhaua 
lying in tho Districls of Backergungo and tho 24-Pargann8. 
Under this system small ureas will w lot out to actual cultivators, 
assisianco being given thorn by Govcmmonl in tlio form of 
advances os well as hy constmoUag tanks nud embankments and 
cleaiin^he jungle for them. 

[J. Westland, Report on /eMore, Oaloulta, 1874 ; P. E. Pargitor, 
Revenue History of the Sunderbans from 1765 to 1S70, Calcutta, 
1886.] 

_ FanchannagiSm.— GoTcmmont estate in tho 24-Pargnna3 
Bistiiot, Bengal. It comprises tho suburbs of CnlouUa, and is so 
named from uio 65 villages which tho cstalo originally comprised ; 
these were in 1767, according to HohvoU, “taken from the 
24-Porganas adjoining to Calcutta in order to extend its bounds.” 
The area is 20 square miles and tho land-rovoiiuo demand in 
1903-04 was Es. 1,07,000.- A portion of tiro estate pa 3’’8 n fixed 
rate of Ro. 3 per higfia (about ono-lhird of an acre), and in tho 
romaindor rales iluoluato according to tho position and advantages, 
of tho land. A list of the 65 villages originally included in tho 
estate will he found on pages 53 and 64, Part 1 of tiro Oaloutta 
Census Report, 1901. 

Aliporo Town (.dftjjur).— Head-quarters of tho 24-ParganoB 
Bistrid, Bengal, situnlod in 22® 32' N. and 88° 21' E, Aliporo is 
a southern^ suburb of Calcutta and is included within the Galoulta 
municipality. It oonlaina Bolyedoro House, the rosidouoo- of the 
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Lieuttimnt-Govoruor of Bengal, and id n popular quarler for 
Buropoaup. Alijioro is ft oanlonm‘'nt for native troops, the force 
elnlioued llioro including n nnlivo iufiintry^egiinenl. mid a 
dclftchmonl of eftvulry. 'ilio nnnnul rcreipls and cxpondilnre of 
the eanlonmont fund avomgcd Its. 2/»00 in the diaido ending 
in 1901 ; in 1903-01 its inoorao wur ]ls. 2,000 nnd the expendi- 
ture Its 2,700. Orpliangftiij is n woll-suppliod nmrliol sitiiatod 
at Ividdorporo less tlinu a mile nxvay, and managed by tbo 
Collretor of the 2t-l’arwnnp. Aliporo contains the unuil 
public ollioes, A lur^o District nnd Centr-al jail has accom- 
modation for jirisonorp, who nro employed on the ronnn- 

fftotiiro of gunny cloth and bags, jmo twine, iron and wood woit, 
and mustard oil, and in mnlcing up jiico packets of quinine for salo 
in post oflices. Almost nil tlie juotlncU nro foM to different 
Government dopartmonta, llio profits earned in 1903 nmounting to 
lls. 58,000, Tlicro i-* also a reformatory, which contained 2E8 lioy« 
at the ond of 1903 ; Iho principal handierafts taught arc caipoplij'. 
cano work, turning, painting and polishing, tin work nnd smithy, 
piinUng nnd conipo.slng, hook-bindiug, shoo ninkincr, tailoring ond 

5 nrdoniug. A distillery at Hnssa is managed hy the Collector of 
lixciso, Oalnulta. Tho gardens of the Agri-TIorticultural Socicly 
nro ailna'od to the poulh of Belvedere, nnd the Zoological Gardons 
to iho north. 

Badnfia.-rTown in tlio Bnslrlifil snb division, 24-Pnrgnnnfl 
District, Ileugal, situated in 22® 46' N. nnd 88® 48' E. on the 
right bank of the Jninunri river. Population (1901) 12,921, of whom 
7,074 wore Hindus nnd 6,847 Muhammadans. 'Pho town has n 
considerable Irudo in jute, mnliusses nnd sugar. Bnduriawns consti- 
lu‘. cd a municipality in 1809. Tlio avorago income nnd ox'pondi- 
turo for the decado ending in 1901-t»2 wore B®. 6,l'00 nnd 
lls. 4,800 respectively. In 1903-04 tlio income, wliicli is mninljV 
derived from n tnx on persons (or property tnxj and the o.\pcndi- 
turo wove oacli lls. 6,00li. 

Banklpnr. — Ancient villngo in the 24-Pnrganns District. 
Pongiil, on tho Hooglily river uenr iho modern Pnltii, Omilos above 
Barrnckporo. Tho name of this village has dis-appoarod from the 
map, and its site can only bo identilied from old oliarts. It formed 
the piinoipnl soltloment in India of tlio ill-fated Ostoiid Company 
w'hioir wna obnrlcrod by tbo Empovor of Austria in 1722. Tins 
Bottlomontwos regarded with great jealousy b}'- tho English, Froiioh 
and Butdli, and tho result woe that, wlion tho Court of Vienna was 
anxious t o obtain tho European guarani oo for 1 ho Prngmatio snnolion 
in 1727, tlio Company's charter was suspended. ..In 1733 tho 
Muhammadan general {fmtjdnr) at Hooghlyi at tho instigation of 
the Dutch nnd English, bosiogod Banktpur, and tbo gairison consis- 
ting of only 14 porsons, after a despairing resistance against over* 
whelming nunibom, abandoned tho place nnd set sail for Europo. ' 
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Barauagar {nar<Un<iagn>).—'£Q\m in tl »0 Barrackpow suT). 
diviMon, 24-i’ftrgAna8 District, Bengal, situated in 22 39' N. ond 
8S° 22' li., on the oast hank ol the Hoogldy nvor, 6 miles 
rorth of CaleiiHa. I'opulnlion (1901) 95,432. Uinclns number 
19,581, 3Iu8.iImAns 5,«97 and Chri-liar.6 142, Huinnogar seems 
to have been origiiiallj* a I'ortugue*'© potllemont, but it after- 
waids becime the seat of a Dutch faotorj’', and during the 
greater part of the ISthccntuij' Dutch vecsels anchored there on 
their vay up to Chinsura. Old Dutch tiles of artistic design mo 
still found in some of the native buildiugs in tho neighbourhood. 
The ton-n rvas ceded by tho Dutch Government to tho English 
in 1795, and the lands are comprised in the Goveinmont eslnto of 
Baranagar, n-hieh is contiguous to tho Panchfinnagrom cstato. 
The lan^nre rented at Rs. 3 per h^gha (about ono-thirdof nn acre). 
Baranagar was formoily n favourite ploasui o resort for European 
residents of Calcutta, *but it is now n buoy industrial submb and 
contains two of tho largest juto mills on the Uooghly, while largo 
qnantitios of castor oil are mnnufacbu-cd for export to Europe. 

A municipality was constifntid in 18G9, which was known for 
many years as tho North Suburban municipality. On the forma- 
tion of the Cossironn-CniTPim mimicipnliiy in 1889, the name 
was changed to Baranagar. In 1899 tho municipality was divided 
into twonoitions, of which tho northern became tho ICt^fAniiATi 
municipauty. Since the partition, tho average inoomo has been 
Rs. 42,000 and tho expenditure Rs. 41,000. In 1903-04 the 
income wos Rs 43,000 inoludmg Rs. 19,000 derived from a tax 
on houso') and lands, and Rs. X 6,000 fiom a cousorvancy rate, 
while tho expenditure was R". 49,000. Tho Victoria high school 
is situated witiiiu tho ton'n. 

BatSiSat Town.— Head-quarters of tJio suh-divirion of the 
satrio name in tho 2*t-Pnrgnnas District, Bengal, situated in 
22® 43' N. and 88° 29' B. 14 miles noith-casl of Caloiitta. Popu- 
lation (1901) 8,634. ITio toxvn is very uuhoallhy, and tho 
inhabitants are cradnnlly moring to Calcutta and Iho licalthior 
country on -the baaks of tho Hoonhly. In tho early years of 
tho 19fh century, there was a college hero for oadote on their 
first arrival from Eurono, and, until 1861, Bfirfisat was tho hcad- 
juartors of a sopnrato Districl. It was constituted a mimioipalily 
in 1869, Tho average income and oxpondituro for tho docado 
ending in 1901-02 were Rs. 10,600 and Rs. 10,000 respootivoly. 
In 1«03.04 tho income was Rs. 12,400, half of- which was 
denved from a tax on vehioles, while a tax on persons brought 
m Rs. 3,000. Tho expondiluro in tho somo year tvns Rs. 12,600. 
pe town contains tho usual public offices; tho jail, which 
bos accommodation for 130 prisonom, is a throe- storied bnildinir. 
popularly "known as “ Vansittatt Villa,” ns it was foimerly 
tho country rosidonce of Mr. Vnnsittnrt, one of tho mombwa 
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of AVarron IlasliugB* council. _ Kftzip&ra, a Fuljurtof tho tora, 
is <ho accno of nn annunl fair held in honour of a hhistilman 
saint, named Pir Bkdil S&Iiib, ■ndiicli is ntlondod by Uindus 
as well ns by Muhnmmndans. A light railway has recently 
boon constniolcd bolwceu tho town and Basirlifit. 

Barrackpore^ Town.— Iload-quartora of tho sub^diweion of 
tho same name in tho 2-1-Pntganns District, Bengal, situated 
in 22® 46' N. and S$® 21' E, on tho cast bank of tho Hoogldy 
rivor, 15 miles above Calcutta. Tlio to^vn is comprised within 
two munioipalitics, North and South Barmckporo, containing, 
in 1901, 12,600 and 19,307 inhabitants respectively; South 
Barraokporo inoludos Bnrraokporo cantonment with a popu- 
lation in 1901 of 9,888. Tho name is probably derived from tho 
fact of troops having been stationed hero since 177d; tho natives 
call tho place Chfinnk. To the south of tho cantonment, is Btirraok- 
poTO Park which has boon laid out with much tnslo ; it contains 
tiio suburban residence of tho Viceroy of India, built by lord 
Minio and enlarged by tho Marquis of Ilnstings. Tho i^tary 
force stationed at Barrackporo oonsists of a field battery, a com- 
pany of British infantry and a native infnntx^' regiment. 

Barraolqioro has plaj’cd a part in two Mutinies. In 1824, 
when Bengal troops wore required to fake part in tho Burmese 
war, tho 47th Bengal Infantry, which was stationed here, was 
•warned for foreign sorvioo. Alarmed by rumours that they 
wore to bo transported to Kangoon by sea, the regiment mutinied 
on parade on tho 30lh Ootoher. After ineffectual attempts at con- 
oiliatiou, tho rogimout was paraded on tho let November in 
prosonoo of Sir Edward Paget, tbo Commandor-iu-Cbicf, who 
ditcolod thorn oithor to obey the orders to maroli or to ground 
Iboirarms. Upon their refusal, a battery of European Artillery, 
supported by two English regiments, opened firo upon tho mutineers, 

■ who broke at ouoo and raado for the river throwing nwiy their 
arms. Some wore shot, somo drowned and others hanged; and tho 
number of tho regiment was removed from tho Army ust. 

The first sparks of tho Mutiny of 1857 wore Idndlcd in Barrack* 
pore. Tho oxoitomont -a-liioh had boon rapidly spreading among 
tho native troops culminotod on tho 29lh March, when Mnngm 
PSude, a sepoy of tho 34th Native lufanfrj’, attempted to kill ono 
of tho ofhoora, Lieutenant Bough, fired at a Europcau sergeant- 
major and called upon his oomrades to join him, Thojio outrages 
wore oommittod witliin a fow yards of tho quarter-guard, wluoh 
took no stops to intorforo. As a punishment for this mutinous 
behaviour, the rogimeut was disbanded with iguominy on tho 6th 
o£ May, Mangal f dndo and tho native oflioor in charge of tlio 
guard having been previously tried by court-martial and hau«»oi 
A fun nooount of those events -will bo found in Sir John TTn vn’n 
History of the Sepoy Wor, voL i, pp. 2GG-2G9, 495, ^ 
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Borraokpoie is an important station on the Bastem Bengal 
.State Eailway and is the head-quarters of the recently constituted 
Barradkpore sub-division; it contains the usual pubho officesy 
a sub-jail Tvith accommodation for 14 prisoners) and the Bhola 
Nath Bose ho^ital -with 18 beds. The toum is a favourite 
residence of Boropeans, and-the Christian population numbers 914, 

The North Baxrackpore municipality was constituted in 1869. 
The average income and ezpenditure for the 8 years ending in 
1903-04 were Ba, 11,000. in la03-04the income was Es. 13,000, 
including Es. 5,000 realized from a tax on persons and the same 
amount from a conservancy rate, and the expenditure was 
Es, 11,600. The municipid office is at Nawabganj, the residence 
of the family of zamindars. Within the municipal area 

is Palta, where the Calcutta water-works are situated, and 
Ichapur where there was until recently a G-overnment powder 
factory. The Garulia municipality was separated from North 
Barraokpore in 1896. 

The South Borrackpore municipality was also constituted in 
] 869. Its area has been curtailed of late years by the separation 
of the Titaqabh municipality in 1895 and of the Panihati 
municipality in 1900. The average income for the 4 years finding 
in 1903-04 was Es. '10,000 and the e^enditnre Es. 9,000. In 
1903-04 the income was Es. 11,000, maiidy from a tux-on persons 
(or property tax), a conservancy rate and a tax on houses and lands, 
while the expenditure was Es. 9,000. The municipal office is at 
Ehardah. ‘ 


The receipts and expenditure of the cantonment fund in the 
decade ending in 1901 averaged Es. 25,000 per n.nnmnj and in 
1903-04 they were Es. 34,000 and Es. 33,000 respectively. 

Baruipur.— Town in the head-quarters sub-division of the 
24-Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 21' N. and 
88° 27' E, on the banks of Adi Gangs (original bed of 
the Ganges), 15 miles south of Calcutta. Population (1901) 4,217. 
The town was formerly the head-quarters of a sub-division of 
the same name, which was amalgamated with the Alipore sub- 
division in 1883. Baruipur derives its name from the extensive 
cultivation of pan {Piper betel) by the Barui caste. The town is 
a mission station of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospd, 
and contains a large church. Baruipur was constituted a muni- 
cipality in 1869. The average income for the dec^e ending in 
1901-02 was Es. 4,700 and the expenditure Es. 4,500. In 
1903-04 the income was Es. 6,900, including Es. 3,000 derived 
from a tax on persons, and the expenditure was Es, 7,200. 

Basirhat Town.— Head-quarters of the sub-division of the 
erne- name' in the 24-ParganaB District, Bengal, situated in 
^40' N. and 88° 61' E. on the right bahk of the Jamimarivi 
Population (1901) 17,001. Basirh&t was constituted a municipality 
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ill ISCfl. Tho iivorago ii.como mid t'xppudiJure for tlit- docado 
ending in 1901-02 woro If a. C,000. In 1903*0'1 Uic incomo \™8 
Its. mainly from n lax on pemons, and iJic expenditure was 
Ks, 0,300. Bafilrhilt rontaina llio uauiil public oflioos;(iio nib- 
jail lia< aeroniniodftlioii for J2 pnVonor?. llnsirliiit is connected 
Tritli BMsat, n Elation on (be Enstcin Bengal Slate Bailivay, by 
n niofnllod road 20 miles in length, along which a light railway 
with 8 stntiouE lias re''cnfl\* been laid. 

Bhatpara.— Toun in the Bnrrackporo sub-diviBion, 21-Por- 
giinns Bislriot, Bengal, eilnnlrd in 22“ 52' N. and 88® 25' E, 
on tho loft bank of the Hooglilj' river. Population (1901) 21,540. 
BhlUpura has long been famous as n seat of Sanskrit learning, 
and contains several tdU where pupils are edueaied and fed free 
of charge. !(• is also abns^* industrial place, posscHsing jute mills 
and a paper mill situated eliiefly in tho villagos of Jagatdal 
and KSuIcin&m. lllintpurii was formerly included in Naihati 
mumcipality, but in 18t:9 a separate municipality was constituted. 
The nrerago income for the 5 years since its constitution has been 
Its. 25, Quo and the expenditure Us. 17,000. In 1903-01 tho 
incoroo wn.s Bs. 51,000, inriuding n loan from Government of 
Rs. 2»,000 and Its. 11,000 derived from a tn.v on persons; and tho 
expeudifuro was Its. 31,000. 

BudgO'Bndgo (Dny-J5/y).--Tovm in tho boad-quartow sub- 
diviBion of the 2‘1-Pnrganas Bistriot, Bengal, situated in 22® 
29' N. and 88® 11' E. on the oast bank of the lloogbly river, 14 
miles below (laleulln. Population (1901) 13,051. The remains 
of n fort, wliioli was captured from tho foTccs of Sirftj-ud-daula 
by Olivo in 1756, are elill visible. Budgc-Biulgc is n growing 
place ; it is the oU depot of Oalcultn, and contains a largo jute 
mill nnd a cotton mill. It was constituted a munioipnlitj' in 1900. 
Tbo averngo income for tho 4 yenrs ending in 19U3-04 was 
Rb. 20,000 and tbo expcndilnro lls. 14,000. In 1903-04 tho 
income was Bs. 24,000, whioli was mainly derived from n tax 
on houses and lands, and tho expendihuro was Be, 16,000. 

Calcutta, South Suburbs. — ^Touti ^ in tbo bond-quarters 
sub-division of tbo 24-PnTgnnns District, Bengal, comprising 
a portion of tbo soiilbcm suburbs of GnlouKa. Population 
(1001) 26,374, of whom 20,166 w’oro Hindus, 6,849 Musnl- 
mfins nnd 350 Oliristinns. Tbo application of tho term “ suburbs 
of Galoulta ” bos varied widely at different periods. By Aot 
XXI of 1857 lho...“Buhnrb8" wero doilned os including all 
lands withiif tho gonoml limits of tho PANCiiAKNAOnAM estate^ and 
under tho Bengal Mimioipal Aot, 1876, thoy wero further defined 
ns oomnrising Iho presont munioipalifios of Oossiporo-Chitpur 
Mftniktnla, Gordon Boaoli, South Suburbs nnd Tollygnngo as 
■wdl ns so mnob of Oaloutta ns lay outsido tbo limits of ’the 
“Old Town,” which was boimdid by Lower Cironlnr Bond nnd 
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Tolly’s Nullah. This immeldy municipality, known ns Iho 
Suburban municipality, was in 1888 ^lit up into four ^arts, tbo 
“Added Area” aad“Fringa Area words” (defined m article 
on Oalcuita) being added to Oaloutta, and tbo municipalities 
of Cossipore-Ohitpur and MSniktala created. These deductions 
still left the South Suburban munidpolity of unmanageable 
size, and, accordingly, in 1897 the Garden Neaob mimioipality 
and in 1901 the Tollygungo munidpality were separated from it. 
The constitution of the present “ South Suburbs” municipality 
therefore dates from 1901. The average income for tbo 3 years 
following its constitution baa been Es. 62,000 and the expenditure 
Es. 32,000. In 1903-04 the income was Es. 79,000, including 
E-i. 11,000 derived from a tax on bouses and lands and Es. 29,000 
obtained from the sale-proceeds of Government securities ond tlie 
ndthdrawal of Savings Bank deposits. Tbo expenditure in tbo same 
year was Es 52,0u0, of which Es 29,000 represented the outlay on 
the introduction of a supply of filtered water. The principal 
villages now within the municipality are Boiisa and Behala. 

Canning, Port {Matin ). — village in the head-quarters sub- 
division of the 24-rarganDS District, Bengal, situated in 22" 19' 
N. and 88° 39' E. at the junction of the Bidyfidhari and Matla 
rivers. Population (1901) 1,049. Between 1863 and 1870 an 
attempt was made to create a port et Opning as an auxiliary to 
Oalcutta, in consequence of the deterioration of the river Hooghly, 
which was then believed to be rapidly closing. lAud was 
acquired by Government in 1863, and in 1862 a municipality was 
created, to wldch the land was transferred. In 1865 tbo Port 
Canning Company was formed to develop the port ; in tlinl yeor 
it was visited oy 26 ships, and for n time the Company’s shares 
rose at an unprecedented rate ; but the number of ships visiting 
the port dropped to one vessel in 1868-69, and the failure of the 
scheme was then recognised. Ldtigation ensued, and in 1870 the 
Company wont into liquidation and was reconstructed as the 
“Port Canning Land Company, Limited.” This company is 
under Pars! management, the_ shares being held in Bombay, and 
is engaged in leasing reclamations in the Sundarbans. The lands 
held by it have been sub-leased; and the middlemen, who 
have again sublet them to others, reap most of tihe profits. 
Canning is now a Government estate, and the only relics of 
the wild speculation of the sixties are a railway which does a 
little traffic ‘in timber and other produce from the Sundarbans,- 
some ruined jetties and the remains of a tramway lino.* ' 

Cossipore-Chitpur {Essipur ). — ^Northern suburb of Calcutta, 
in the 24-Parganns District^ Betigal, situated in 22° 37' N. ‘and 
88°22'E. on the left bank of- the Hooghly river. Population 
(1901) 40,750. Hindus number 29,056, Musalmans 11,346 and 
. Christians 338. Co-sipoie-Chilpir is a thriving industrial suburb. 
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t.-onlaining Uio Qovcrntnont Gnn Foundiy and Shell Faoloiy 
.md a number of jufo yrwsos, sugar and other factories. The 
town is within Iho jnrisdiotioa b£ tho Oalcutta police. The 
municipality was seporaled in 1889 from tho South Subiu-ban 
iminicipaUty . Tho nvorago incomo for tho doendo ending in 190 1-02 
•was Rs. 1,36,000, and tho expondituro lls. 1,31,000. A icsorvo 
is being ncoumulatod to carry out n drainage sohomo which is 
under contomplotion. In^ 1903-04 tho incomo ■was lls. 1,58,000, 
including Rs. 70,000 derived from n lax on houses and loads, 
lls. 25,OoO from a consorvanoy rate, lls. 28,000 from a water- 
rate, Its. 16,000 from jute warohouso fees and Es. 4,000 from a 
tax on vehicles. Tho iiicidenoo of taxation was Rs. 3-2-10 per 
head of the population. In tho same year tho expenditure was 
lls 1,65,000, tho chief items being Rs. 13,000 spent on fire- 
engine cstabliflbmont, Rs, 14,000 on lighting, Rs. 23,000 on water- 
Bupj'ly, Rs 7,000 on drainage, Rs. 54,000 on oonBorvancy, 
Rs. 6,000 on medical relief, R«. 16,000 on roads and Rs. 2,000 
on oduealion. Filtered water is purchased from tho Calcutta 
Gorpcrnlioii and distributed in tho streets and by house oonucc- 
lions. Tlio North Suburban is a largo hospital with 80 beds for 
men and 10 for women. Tho plootric tramway has been extended 
to Bolgiohia, whore there is a Veterinary college. 

Diamond Harbour ViUage.-— Village in tho 24-Pnrgantis Dis- 
Iriot, Bengal, and hoad-qaartora of tho auh-dmeion of tho same 
name, situated in 22® 10' N. and 8.S® 12' E. on tho loft hank 
of the river Hooglily. Population (1901) 1,030, _ Thonlloguis 
built on both hanks of tho flftjipur oreok, whioh is crossed % a 
forry. Diamond Harbour •was a ifavourito anchorage of tho 
Company’s ships in olden times. It suflorod sovordy in tho 
torriblo cyclono of 1864, which swept away largo nuiabom 
of iho inhahltnnls. A harbour moslor ond customs cstablishmont 
nro maintnined to board rossols proceeding np tho rivor, and 
tho movomonts of shipping up and down tho rivor nro telegraph- 
ed to Caloutta and published, at intervals Ihro^hout tho day, 
in tho Caloutta Telegraph Gazette, Diamond Harbour is eon- 
noolod with Caloutta by a branch of tho Eastern Bengal State 
Railway, and lyr a metalled road 30 miles long. A mile to Ibo 
south is OhingrikhiiU Fort where hoa\'y guns are mounted and tho 
artillery from Barraokporo encamp annually for gun praolieo. 
It is the headquarters of tho Salt Revenue department ; and a 
quarantine station has boon opened for the ncoomraodation of pil- 
grims rotening from Mooco. Steamers cross daily to Goonkh&li 
in Midnaporo, and tlio Assam stonmors also touch hero. Diamond 
Harbour contains tho usual publio offices; the sub-jail has 
nooommodation for 12 prisoners. 

Dum-Dum jfiamdaim, meaning a raisod mound or battervl 
Town m the Barrackporo sub-division, 24-Parganas Disbiot, 
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Beneal; situated in 22° 38' N. and 88° 25' B. 7 m/les north- 
east of Oaloutto. The to-mi compnses the mnnicipahties of 
North and South Dum-Dum with populations of 9,916 and 
10 904 respe^vely ; North Dum-Dum inolndes the cantonment 
with 4 920 inhahitants. Dum-Dum was the head-quarters of 
the Bengal Artillery from 1783 to 1863, when they were remoTed 
to Meerut; at present a detachment of a regiment of British 
infantry is quartered here in a fine range of harraoks. Dum-Dum 
ia-also the site of the Government ammunition factory managed 
by the Tyi/Unn Or^ance department. The cantonment contains 
European native hospiMs, a 1^0 bazar, Protestant and 
Roman Oathoho churches, and a Wesleyan Chapel. In the 
churchyard are mcnuments erected to the memory of Colonel 
Pearse, the first Commandant of the Artillery regiment, and of 
Captein NiohoU and the ofiBcera and men of the Horse Artillery 
■who perished during the retreat from Eabul in 1841. The treaty 
by which the Nawab of Bengal ratified Che privileges of the 
British, and restored the settlements at Calcutta, Cossimbazar and 
Dacca, was signed at Dum-Dum on_ Eebruary 6th, 1757. Dum- 
Dum was formerly a separate administrative sub-division, which 
was amalgamated with Barasat in 1893. Since that year the 
civil and criminal administration of tbe cantonment has been 
vested in a Cantonment Magistrate, who is also Cantonment 
Magistrate of Barrackporo. The annual income of the canton- 
ment fund averaged Its. 16,200 in the decade ending in 1901, 
and the expenditure Bs. 16,600 ; in 1903-04 they were Es. 17,500 
and Es. 17,300 respectively. Dum-Dum is a station on the 
Eastern Bengal State Railway and the junction of tbe eastern and 
central sections of that railway ; tnere is a station on the latter 
section at Dum-Dum Cantonment. 

The North Dum-Dum municipality was constituted in 1870, 
the Kodihati municipality being amalgamated with it in 1883, 
The average inoomo and expenditure for the decade ending in 
1901-02 were Rs. 4,500 and Rs. 4,400 respectively. In 1903-04 
the income was Es. 6,000, including Es. 3,000 obtained from a tax 
on vehicles, ond the expenditure was Es. 6,700. Filtered water is 
purchased from the Calcutta Corporation and distributed through- 
out the cantonment. South Dum-Dum municipality ■was consti- 
tuted in 1870. The average income and expmditure for the 
decade ending in 1901-02 were Es. 9,000 and Es. 8,800 respect- 
ively. _ In 1903-04 the income was Es. 13.000, mainly from 
muniomal rates and taxes, such os a tax on houses and lands, a tax 
on venioles and a oonservanoy rate, and the expenditure was 
Es. 13,700. . Filtered water is purchased from the Calcutta 
Corporation and distributed by hydrants. A mela is held every 
year in honour of the Muhammadan saint Shah Farid. A large 
jute miU has recently been opened at Dakhindari ; and Patipukm, 
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a fitutiou on tho Ena' era Bengal State Raihrn}', ia losing into 
iinportnnoo ns n tcrjninus o£ the juto traffic. 

FaltSi — Villngo in tlio IMnmond Harbour sub-division, ol the 
24-rnTgnnns Diftnol, Bonpnl, situated in 22“ 17' N. and 88° 7' E , 
on tho left bank of the llooehly river, nearly opposite to its 
junotion 010(11 the Diimodar. l^nltri is the site of an old Diiirli 
factory, and it was to this place that the English fleet retreated 
after tho capture of Calcutta by SirSj-ud-dauin in 17ST. A fort 
is situated here, ovliioh mounts heavy guns. Tho sfoamers plying 
botoveon Calcutta and Tamluk in tho Ididnaporo District coll nt 
Falta, 

Garden Reach. — Town in tho 24-Parganas District, Bengal, 
situated in 22° 33' N. and 88° 19' E., immediately below Calcutta, 
of wliioh it for-ns a suburb, on tho east hank of the river Hoogbly, 
The Eubutb is dmded for ndniinistTativo purposes into two 
portions, tho Nomuokmolinl Ghat road dividing the Added 4jea 
of Calcutta on tho oa-*! from tho Gordon Rcura municipality on 
tho west. Tho population of tho latter in 1901 was 28,211. 
Hindus number 1 2, 18 1, MusalmSns 10,77!) and Christians 187. 
Tho site of the Alig-irb fort, token by Clive in Dooomber 
175(», during tho opoia'ions for tho recap! uro of Calcutta, may 
still ho soon. Tiio suburb wn*! formerly a favourite European 

J unrtcr, imd oontoim many fino hottsos built botworn 1768 and 
780. Tlio re^sidonco of tho 1-ito os-king of Oudh wos fixed hero, 
and many of his doioendauts still inhabit tho place. Garden Reach 
is now an important iudiisirial suhm-b of Oaloutto, nnd contains 
jute mills, a cotton mill nnd dockyard'!. Until 1897 tho Garden 
lloaoli munioip ility forractl part of tho Soulli Suburban munici- 
pality, but was hopnra'ed from it in that year. 'I he nvonigo 
luoomo during tho 7 years ending in 1903-04 was Rs. 49,900, nnd 
tho oxpondituro Rs. 46,000. In 1903-04 Uio incomo was 
Rs. 56,400, inoluling lla. 25,000 dorivod from n tax on houses 
and lands, Rs. 14,000 from a eonservnnoy rate, nnd Rs. 11,000 
from a \vator-rnto. Tho o.\{)oudituro in tho aamo year wos 
Its. 55,700. Tlip munioipaUty is now supplied with filtered water 
from tho Oaloutta niaiiis. 


G&rnlia. —Town in (ho Barrnokporo suh-division of tho 
24-Parganns District, Bengal, situaled in 22° 49' N. nnd 88° 
22' E. ou tho cast bank of tho llooghly rivor. Population (1901) 
7,376. It is a busy industrial phioo mid coutains juto and cotton 
mills. Tho village of Svam.v.wjak is within tho town. Garulia 
was iaoluded witliin tho North Bairnokporo municipa’ity until 
1896, when it was constituted a separate numicipnlitv. Tlio 
nvorago income of (hn munioipnlity during tho 8 j’oars ' sinoo its • 
constitution has hocn.Rs. 9,000 audits e.-spondituro Us 8 000 
In 1003-04 the incomo :wtis Rs. 18,090, liioludiTig a loan of 
Bs. 5,000 from Oorarnifiiont, while tlio Bamo>6Vuu was rcalued fi-om 
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a tax on persons (or properly tax). The expenditure in the same 
•was Bs. 13,000. , 

Gobardanga.— To-wn in the BarBsat sub-division of tno 
24«FarganBS Distiiot, Bengal, situated in 22° 53' N. and 
88° 45' B. on the east hank d the J^una rirer, and on the 
Eastern Bengal State Bailway. Population (1901) 5,865, Tradi- 
tion points to this place as the spot where Krahna tended his 
flocks, and the name of the adjoining ■village, Qaipur, is said to he 
ahhreviated from Gopipnr and to denote uie oity of ffopinU or 
milkmaids, mistresses of Erishna. Sugar factories ore numerous, 
and raw jute and molasses are exported Gohordfinga was consti- 
tuted a municipality in 1870. The a'verage income for the decade 
ending in 1901-02 was Ba 3,600 and the expenditure Bs. 8,100, 
nearly all of whioh was derived from a tax on persons. In 
1903-04 the income was Bs. 3,600, mainly from a tax on persons 
(or TOTperiy tax), and the expenditure was Es. 3,400. ^ 

KaMaahftr . — ^Towninthe Barrackpore suh-division, 24-Par- 
ganos District, Bengal, situated in 22° 66' N. and 88° 29' B., 
on the east bank of the Hooghly. Peculation (1901) 10,149. 
It was formerly called Eumarhata, and is a noted home of 
pandits; among other devotees of Gaur&nga, B&m ProsSd Sen 
lived here. It was constituted a munioipolity in 1903. The 
income for six months of 1908-04 wasBs. 4,200, of whioh 
Be. 1,600 was derived from a tax on persons (or property tax), 
Es. 1,400 from a conservancy rate and B,s. 900 from a tax on 
houses and lands. During the same period the expenditure 
amounted to Bs. 2,300. At E[anohra7ARa within this munid- 
pality are the workshops of tho Eastern Bengal State Boilway, 

&iiua. — ^Village in the BaslrliAt suh-division cd the 24- 
Forganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 37' N. and 88° 41' B. 
Population (1901) 705. It is the soene of a fair held every 
Eetiruary in honour of Pir Gera Ohand, a Muhammadmi saint, 
who lived 600 years ago and whose hones {har) are buried here. 
The fair lasts a week. 

Jaynagar. — ^Town in the head-quarters suh-division of the 
24-PaTganas District, Bengal, situoted in 22° 11' N. and 88° 26' 
B. 81 miles south of Calcutta and distant 6 J miles by water from 
li^oBA Hat station on tho Enatom Bengal State Bailway, Populo- 
tion (1901) 8,810. Jaynagar was constituted a mum’mpality in 
1869. Tho average income and expenditure for tho doo^ nnttinp 
in 1901-02 were Bs, 6,100. in 1903-04 the iacoma^ 
Es. 7,600, mainly from a tax on persons (or property tax), aild the 
expenditure was Es. 7,300. , 

Kamarhati. — ^Town in po Bornw^ore ilSjMiivision, 24-Par- 
ganas District, Bengal, situaW in 22° 40' and 88° 23' B. 
on tho east bank of .thS^Booghly riven^lPopulation flGOli 
13,216. Within this nfu»alifcy i tho greater part if the 
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TiUago of DBlsbmesB^aT, Bath its boantiful group of tetnples caUe4 
SfiBi BfisBianl’s N&harafBO, Thcso consist of 2 beantim central 
temples, tlcdic3t.d <o KsK and Krishna, faced by 12 minor 
temples in honour of Sira. Kamfirhiiti ms fomicily included 
■andiin the Boranagar municipility, but in 1890 n separuto muni- 
cipality B'fts constituted. Tho averago incomo for tho 5 years 
since tho formation of tho scparnlo mmucipality has been 
Bs. 1G,000 and tho expondittmo Bs. 19,009. In lOOS-O-l tho 
incomo was Bs, 17,700, of B’hioh Bs. 7,000 vas obtained from 
b tax on houECB and lands and Be. 8,000 from a cousorranoy 
rale; "whilo llio ospendiluro B'as Bs. IC,600. 

Kanchrapfira.— Village in tho Barraekporo suh-division, 24- 
Parganns District, Bengal, silnnlcd in 22^ fiS' N. and 88® 26' K 
Popidaiion (1901) l,5l&, Kfinchrupnna is an important station 
on tho Eastern Bengal State Bailuray, and tho railway workdiops 
nio Bilualed there. Tho ■villngo lies within tho JEaubaiur 
mnnicipalify. 

Khardah.— Villngo in tho Barraekporo siih-division, 24-PaT- 
ganns District, Bengal, situated in 22® 44' Jf. and 88® 22' E. 
on tho loft hank of tho Hcogldy river. Population (1801) 
1,777. Khardoh is a fnvourito plocc of pilgrimago for Vtiisii- 
navas, who Ti.rit tho place in honour of Sityilnnndo, ono of the 
disciples of Cliaitnnya, who look up his rejidonco_ here. His 
dosoondnnls aro regarded as pi/rOs, or spiritual guides, by tho 
Vnislmavns. A fine temple is situated hero, which contains the 
imago of Syfira Sundar, a namo for tho god Krishna, pio 
villngo lies Avithiu tho South Barraekporo muinripnlity and is a 
station on tho Eastern Bengid State Bm'lwny, Shoo bmslies and 
bricks aro jnnnufadiu od on a largo Pcale, 

MagiS Hart.~-Villogo in tho Diamond Harbour sub-divieion, 
24-Pargann3 Disfriet, Bengal, situated in 22' 16' N. and 
88' 23' E. Pop\ilalion (1901) 435. Owing to its posilion at 
tho confluence of important waterways and upon tho Diamond 
Harbour branch of (ho Eastern Bengal State Biulway, Mngra HSt 
is tho largest rice mart in tho south of tho District, and ngenoies 
hnvo boon opened hero for tho purchnso of rico and tho sale of 
Woscno oil. Tho Church Missionary Society has a diurch hero. 

M&niktala. — Toum in (ho 24-PaTgnnas District, Bengal, situ- 
ated in 22' 35' N. and 88® 23' H Population (1901) 82,387. of 
whom Hindtm number 22,792, Musalmfins 9,512 and Christians 
66. Manihtala js the groat eastern indusfrinl suburb of Calcutta, 
and is wedged in hotwoen tho Circular canal on tho west, tho 
Now Out on tho cost tdid tho Boliaghala canal ou tho south. BoliS* 
ghfita in tho south* of tho town is tho scat of an ostensivo trade in * 
rioo imported from tho eastern Districts, while along tho frontagfi 
of tho Circular mol a brisk business is done in fire-wood,' looss 
]uta pnd noo. Tho other important words are tQtSdSngo anl 
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Nfirikeldanga. Faotorieal are_ ntimerona and include a jute miU, 
silk factory, bone crushing mills, shellao, saltpetre, castor oil and * 
soap factories, and 4 tanneries. The nursery gardens of two Calcutta 
flonsts are situated in the town, which is within the jurisdiction of 
the Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, and forms part of the 
“ Suburhs of Calcutta ” sub-division, ifeniktala was comprised in 
the Suburban municipality until 1889, when it was constituted a 
separate municipality. The average income for the decade ending 
in 1901-02 was Bs. 63,000 and the expenditure Bs. 59,000, In 
1903-04 the income was Bs. 2,14,000, including aloan of Bs, 26,000 
from Government, Bs. 31,000 deriv^ from a tax on houses and 
ln.Tii1a, Es. 18,000 from a conservancy rate and Es. 7,00p from 
a tax on vehicles. The incidence of taxation was Es. W-IO per 
head of the population. In the same year the chief items of 
expenditure were Es. 5,000 spent on lighting, Es 8,000 on 
drainage, Es. 23,000 on conservancy, Es. 1,800 on medical relief, 
Es. 16,000 on roads, and Es. 1,300 on education, and the total was 
Es. 74,000. 

'NTa. ihs.t i. — Town in the Barraokpore sub-division of the 24- 
Parganas District, BenMl, situated in 22° 64' N, and 88° 26' E. 
on the cast bank of the Hooghly nver. Population (1901) 13,604. 
Naih&ti is a station on the Eastern Bengal State Bailway and 
the junction of a branch railway^ across the Hooghly Bridge 
which connects with the East Indian Eailway. An emigration 
depdt is situated in the town ; and at Gaurlpur there are lar^ 
jute and oil mills. Naihati was constituted a municipidiiy in 
1869. The area within municipal limits has been greatly 
curtailed by the separaticn of the BhatpSra municipality in 1899, 
and of the Halisahor municipality in 1903. The average income 
for the 6 years since its separation from Bhatpaia has been 
Es. 21,000 and the expenditure Bs. 20,000. In 1903-04 the 
income was Es. 13,700, including Es. 5,000 derived from a tax 
on persona (or property tax), and the expenditure was Es. 11,400. 

Palta.— ‘Village in the Barraokpore sub-dinsion of the 
24-Parganas District, Bengal, situated in 22° 48' N. nnd88° 22 E. 
on thd left bank of the Hooghly river, 2 miles above Ba^okpore. ; 
Population (1901) 2,038. At Palta are situated the wmerworks 
of the Calcutta Corporation. The water is pumped up from* the 
Hooghly river and filtered, and flows to Calcutta in pipes. At this* 
place the Grand Trunk Eoad from Calcutta crosses the Hooghly. 

Panihati. — ^Town in the Barraokpore sub-division, 24-Par- 
ganas District, Bengal, situated in 2^ 42' N. and 88° 22' B. 
on the left bank of the Hooghly^ r%r. Population (1901) 
11,178. Agarpara, within the muniapality, has. a church, fAmnlA 
orphmago and school under the management of the Church 
Misfflonary Sooietjf. . Panihati has a considerable trade in rice. 
Until 1900 it was included in the South Barraokpore municipality^ 
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btit in that year it ww conslitnlcd n eopnraio mnnioipaUty. The 
'oToragoinoomo for tho 4 years rinoo the eoparation lias been’ 
Be. 8,600 and tbo ospanditure Bs. 8,000. In 1003-04 the inoomo 
was Bs. 10,000, haU of rcliicti 'was obtained from a tax on persons 
(or property tax), and tho cxnondituro wasBs. 9,500. 

ESjptUr. — Town in tbe ncod-quartors sub-divipion of tbo 24- 
Parganas District, Bengal, aitualcd in 22® 26' N. and 88® 25' E. 
11 miles eontb of Calcutta. Population (1901)10,713. Bfijpur 
was constituted a municipality in 187G, Tbo avorngo incomo for 
tbo dccado ending in 19l>l-02 was Its. 8,4li0 and tbo oxponditnro 
Es 8,200. In 1903-04 tbo incomo was Bs. 10,000, half of 
■wbiob Avas derived from n tax on persons (or property tax), and tho 
oxpenditurQ was Bs. 12,000. 

Salt Water Lake.— Swamp in tbo bead-qnarlers eub-divi- 
eion of the 24-PoTganas District, Bengal, situated about 5 miles 
cast of Calcutta, bohvecn 22® 28' and 22® 36' N., and 88° 23' 
and 8h“ 28' B., with an nroa of about 80 square miles. Tliis 
is a low doprosston which is being gradually filled by silt deposits 
of tho tidal oluinncls which interscot it. It servos ns a cesspool 
for tho Bowngo of Onlcutia. A portion of the lake at Dh&pa 
is being gradually reclaimed by tho deposit of street refuse, whioh 
is railed out daily from Calcutta. 

SyBmnagar.— Village in tbo Barraokporo sub-division of tho 
24-Pnrganns District, Bengal, situated in 22® 60' N. and 88® 24' 
E, on tho oast bank of tho Hooglily river, on tbo Eastm 
Bengal State Bailway, and 19 miles north of Oaloutia, Population 
(1901) 102. A short distance oast of the station are the ruins of 
an old fort surrounded by a moat, four miles in oircnmfcrence, 
built in tbo 18th oonttiry by a Bajft of Burdwiin os • a refuge 
from tho MaritliRs. The fort now belongs to Uio Tagore family 
of Calcutta, and .its ramparts are studded by thick dnto plantations. 
A Sanskrit college and a dioriiablc disponsaiy are maintained 
hyMaMruja Sir Jofmdm Mohan Tagore. SySmnagar lies mtbin 
tho G-arulia mimicipality. 

TSki.— Town in tbo Bnslrhat sub-dmaion, 24-PnrgannB Dis- 
trict, Bengal, situated in 22° 35' N. and 88° 66' E, on tbo 
(TamunR river. Population (1901) 6,089. Tfiki is tbo centre of a 
considerable rioo trade. It -was constituted a munioipnlilj’ in 
1860. Tbo average inoomo oud expenditure for the decade ending 
in 1001-02 ■were Es. 2,200 and Es. 2,100, rospootirdy. The 
inoomo is derived chiefly from a tax on persons (or property tax)? 
and in 1903-04 amoimted to Es. 2,300,' tho expenditure in tie 
some year being Be. 1,900. 

' Titegarh.— Town in tho Bnirnokpore sub-division of the 
District, Bengal, situated in '22° 45' N. and 
88° 22 E. CQ the loft bank of the Hooghly river, and on the 
Eastern Bengal fatate Eailway. Population (1901) 16 066 of 
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^rhom 11,461 are males. Titfigarh was at ouo time a faslilonablo 
place of residence for Europeans, bu( if is now a busy commercial 
town containing four into mills and a paper mill. It was formerly 
included within the South Barraokporc munioinality, but in 1895 
it was constituted a separate municipality. TJio average income 
during the 9 years sinco the separation has been Ks. 19,009 and 
the expenditure Rs. 16,000. In 1903-04 the income was Ea. 40,000, 
induung a loan of Rs. 13,00'J from Goromment, Rs. 11,000 
derived from a tax on houses and lands, and Es. 12,000 realized 
from a conservancy rate. The expenditure in the same year was 
Rs. 25,000. 

Tollygunge. — Town in the head-quarters sub-division of the 
24-Parganns District, Bengal, situated in 22“ 30' N» and 68° llK 
E. 4 miles south of Caloutta, Population (1901) 12,821. _ToUy- 
gungo is a southem suburb of Calcutta, with which it is con- 
nected by an electric tramway, and the northern portion of it forms 
part of tho “Added Aren” of Caloutta. It contains a police- 
station and tlio barracks of the 24-PnrMnn.s police reserve, 
a steeple-chase courso, and the grounds of tho Tollygunge club, in 
which golf links have been laid out. Several of tho dcsoondonts 
of tho Mysore royal family have their rcsidcnco here. Tolly- 
gunge was included in tho South Suburban munidnality imtil 
1901, when a separate municipality wa.s constituted. Tho averngo 
income and expenditure during tho 3 years sinco tho constitution 
of tho munidpality* were Rs. 16,000. In 1903-04 tho income was 
Rs.' 18,000, half of which was obtained from a tax on houses and 
lands, ond Uio oxpondituro was Rs. 19,500. 

Calcutta {Kalikdld ). — Capital of tbo Indian Empire and tho 
otlloial rcsidcnco of tho Viceroy and Govemor-Goneral, situated 
on tho east or left bank of tho Hooghly river in 22“ 34' N., 
and 88° 22' E., in tho 24-PargonnB District, Bengal. Tho city 
lies about 86 miles from tho sea, and is only 18 to 21 foot above 
the moan sea-lovol. Slrotohlng northward for 6 miles along tho 
river-bank, and boundod on tho oast by tho Circular Canal ond 
the Salt Lakes, it covers at the present day nn area of 20,647 
acres, of which only 1,792 oro rural, and 1,113 acres form 
tho Maid&n. Calcutta is so called after a village, wWch formerly 
occupied tho site of tho modern Bow Bazar : tho name is Exposed 
by some to he ooimecled with tho worship of tho goddess Kali, 

Tho city is hounded on all sides by suburban municipalities 
which haye^ heon oxcludod from Calcutta for purposes of muni- 
cipal admmistraiion. Oossironr.-OiUTrun on tho north,‘MANiKTAi-A 
on tho east and Gauden Reach on tbo sonth-u’cst, ns well ns 
Howjiah on tho west hai^ of tho Hooghly river, Jiro industrial 
suburbs, which form nn inlogralqiart of tho life of tho molropol]^. 
If them bo included, Caloutta has a population of 1,106,738, 
wLioh is greater than that of any European city, oscopt London, 
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Oonstantinoplo, Paris and Berlin, and of any city in America, 
except Now York, Cliicago and Philadclpliia. Excluding Cbino, 
the population of wIiofo cities is nneerCain, iho only city in 
Asia With more inliabitnnts than Calcutta is Tokio, and next to 
London, it is tlio most populous city in llio Britisli Empiro. Tho 
present articlo is, Jjowever, confined to tbo municipal lo\vn rf 
Calcutta ns defined in Bengal 'Act HI of l8i/9, Fort Wflliam 
and tho water area, the population of which is 808,963, 4,612 
and 34,315 Kspcotirciy. 

Tho iniporlanco of Calcutta lies in its position ns the capital of 
tho otnpiro and na a seaport sitnatod on a narigahlo river and 
oonnooted by converging linos of railwaj’, rivers, nnvigiiMo canals,' 
and roads with tho rioh vnlloys of llio Canges and Brahmaputra, 
whose produce it oxporla overseas, while it supplies their deaso- 
population with tho products and manufactures of other countries. 

In tho oentro of tho town stands Fort William surrounded 
by the nohio expanse of park knoim ns tho MnidSn. North 
of this nro tho shops and business houses of tho Europeans, 
whoso residential quarter honnds it on tho oast. To tho south 
and south-east lio tho European stthurhs of BaW-vcuscu and 
• m Auroac, which contains tho losidcnco of tho Lieulonaut- 
Governor of Bongnl. Surrounding tho European quarter oh all 
Bides IB the notivo town. Immediately north of tho European 
oommorcml quarter is Burra Bnrar, tlio cliiot contro of native * 
business ; tho huildiugd arc mainly ono-storied masonry shop?, and 
it is only boro and in tho adjoining quarters of Jorfibfigfin and 
Bow jJMsr tlint, brick buildings nro more numerous than tiled 
of tho whole population live in the latter, 
whioh have mud or •vvatllo walls and nro known ns haoUha houses. 
Tho ni^ivo tewn is Iravorsod by three main roads from north 
to south, and by fivo or six roads from cast to west, but with 
. thoso exceptions it is oxtromely ill-arrangod. Tho lanes dro 
narrow, tortuous and badly tit; tho dwciliuga nro overcrowded and 
insauitniy ; and Iho ovorwholming proportion of ono-storied houses 
gives MIS portion of Iho toma n pcoulinrly squalid appcnranco 
whioh hoUos tho proud titlo of a city of palaces which Calcutta 
olniins. 


Tho city of Calcutta inoludos tho area under tho control of 
ae mumoiptd conioralion, or Colouttn proper, and also Fort 
William and tho Maidiln (1,283 norcs), which uro Under tho mili- 
tary amhontios, and tho water aroa, or port and canals, with- dn 

SniJ « divided into tho 

Tho former, which covers 
3,766 acres, is dindcd ante 18 wards, and is situated between 

d,a irtdaoa .£ ii, "atSdSSf 
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lies soutli and east of the Old To-wn, and is sejparated from it 
by the Oiroular Boad; it contains 8,188 acres di^hnted oier 11 
■wards. Itwas exduded from the Suborhan munidpality and added 
to Oalcutta by Bengal Act II of 1888. 

The soil on which Galontta is hnilt has been 'formed at a Gcologj. 
comparatively recent date by the alln'nal deposits of the Gangetio 
delta, and excavations made for tanks and foundations disclose 
alternate layers of sand and day. A bore hole sunk in Fort 
WiUiam in 1840 revealed an ancient land surface at a depth of 
382 feet. 

The dimate is hot and moistj The average mean temperature Climats. 
is 79°, the mean mtmmum being 102° in May and the mean 
minimum 48° in January. The average temperature in the 
hot weather is 85°, in the rains 83°, and in the cdd season 
72°. Humidify averages 78 per cent., of saturation, ranging from 
69 per cent, in March to 89 per cent in August. The average 
rainfall is 60 inches and the average number of rainy dayd 
in the year 118. 

At the beginning and dose of the rainy season Oaloutta is CyeloniM. 
frequently ■visited by cyclones, the most disastrous having 
occurred in 1737, 1842, 1864 and 1867. In that of 1737 the 
steeple of St. Anne’s Church fell to the ground, many hoMes 
were blown down, and aU but one of the ships in the river 
were driven ashore. In the oydone of 1864 as many as 49 
persons were killed and 16 injured ; several brick houses were 
destroyed or damaged, and only 23 of the 195 vessels in the 
port escaped without iujury. 

The earthquake of 12th June 1897 was severely fdt in Earth- 
Oaloutta; the steeple of the Cathedral was destroyed and 1,300 
houses were injured. 

Galoutta is mentioned in a poem of 1495 as a village on History, 
the hank of the Hooghly. "When the Portuguese began to 
frequent the river about 1530, Baxgaoit, not far from HoogMy 
on the old Saraswati river, was the great emporium of trade. 

Owing to the shallowness of the upper reaches of the river, how- 
ever, the ships used to anchor at Garden Reach, and their goods 
were sent up to Satgaon in small boats ; and a market thus 
sprang up at Betor, near Sibpur, on the west bank 6f the Hooghly, 
which the Portuguese made their head-quarters. In the 16th 
dentury the Saraswati began to silt up, and Satgaon was aban- 
doned. Most of its inhabitants went to the town of Hooghly, 
hut about the middle of the century four families of Bysakhs and 
one of Seths founded the village bf Gohindpur on the site of the 
modem Fort 'William. Shortly after this the Portuguese moved 
to Hooghly, deserting Betor, and the trade of the latter place 
was gradually transferred to Sutanuri (cotton mart) in the notih 
of modem Galoutta. Job Ohomook of the British Bast TndTa. 
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Compnny caino to this pkco iu 1C8G, after iua ekirmisli mtb^ tiio’ 
Mugnals at Hooglily, and formnlntod cortain d<naands oa 
the Nftw&t. These 'Wotc rojectod by tho latter, who ordered 
fiubordinales to drive tho British out of tho country. OhoniocV 
retaliated by destroying tho salt-honscs and forts at Tina 
or Garden Itench and eeudug Hijil!. Ilo was shortly afterwards 
enjpersoded by Captain Hoatb, who enmo out from England 
with instnictions to ecizo Chittagong. The attempt on this 
plaeo failed, hut on the 24th August 1690 tho English re> 
turned to Suiftnuti under Ohomo^, at tho invitation of the 
Nawib, and laid tho foundation of rnodern Cnlouttn. <- 

Sovcrol reasons led to tho soloction of this place as the head*< 
qnarlora of British trado in Bengal. Tho Ilooghly river tapped 
tho rich trado of tho Oangca valloy, and Calontta was situated 
at tho highest point at wliich the river was navigable for sea- 
going vessels ; it was moreover protected against attack by the 
river on tho west and by morasses on tho cast, end it could be 
dofonded by tho guns of tho shipping. 

In 169U tbo robcllion of Bubbu Bingb, a Burdw&n mmlndir, 
assumed formidable dimensions, and tbo British applied to the 
Nawab for pormiesion to fortify tlioir sottloment. This was 
granted, and a fort was constniotcd on a site extending from the 
modem Fairlio Blaeo on tho north to KoUa Gb6t Street on 
tho eoulh, tho river forming tho westom, and Balhousio Square 
tho oastom, boundary. It was completed in 1702. Four years 
previously tho .tliroo rillages of Calcutta, Sniflnnti and Gohindpur 
had been purchased from tho governor of Hoogldy. 

Tho town grow rapidly; within a short time a wharf, «- 
good hospital, a Clnirdi and barracks wore erected; and in 1707 
tho East India Company Direct ors declared it o soparato Presi- 
donoy aocountablo only to tho Directors in London, Tho now 
settlomont was perpetually bnrnssod by tho l^luhammodon gover- 
nors of Bengal, ond_ in 1717 tho Counoil of tho Sottloment sent 
an embassy to Dolhi to prootiro tho recognition of their rights 
in tho country and permission to purohnse properly on tho banks 
of tho Hooghly. Tho omporor granted tho pormission sought 
for, hut it was to a groat extent rendored nugatory by the 
determined opposition of tho Nawnb. 

In 1742, the inhabitants commonood to dig on ontronobment 
round ^eir sottlomont ns n dofonoo ogoinst tho Marfith&s, who 
wore then raiding Bengal. This ontronohmont, known as tho 
Mm&tlia ditch, followed tho course of tho modem Oireular Hoad, 
but It was never ootnploted along tho southern boundary. Tho 
smro caused by tho Mnr&thftmvnsiou and tbo growing teado of 
^0 Company brought a largo mBux of now setflers, and in 1762 
^IwoU caloulnted the population at 409,000, though this was 
probably an over-estimate as the number of houses was st U 1^ , 
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than 15,000. The orl^al settlement round the fort was pro- 
tected by palisades, hut the Company’s 'servants lived in the 
quarter now hounded by Canning Street on the north, Hastings 
Street on the south, Mission Bow on the east, and the river on 
the west. Within this area there were in 1763, exclusive of the 
Fort and its warehouses, no less than 230 masonry struetores, and 
the native portion of the town contained about the same number. 

The chief event in the early history of Calcutta is its capture 
in 1756 by Sira]'-ud-daulo, Nawab of Bengal. The native 
troops deserted and the Europeans were- driven into the fort, 
vthioh was practically indefensible, as its guns were masked by 
the surrounding buildings. The Governor and many of the 
officials made l^eit escape to the ships, which thereupon dropped 
down the river, and the garrison, nnder the command of Holwell, 
were driven to surrender. They were forced, to the number of 
146, into a small room, measuring only 18 hy 14 feet, which is 
known to history as the Black Hde. Here they were left for the 
night: it was the 20th June ; the heat was intense, and the two 
small grated windows were quite insufficient to give air to the 
closely packed crowd, who endured terrible sufEetings. When the 
morning came and the door was opened, only 23 were found alive. 

The town was recaptured by CBive and Admiral Watson 
early in 1767, and after the battle of Plassey, Mir Jaiar gave 
the Eughsh the zamiudari of the 24-PBrganaB, as weU as a free 
gift of the town and some of the adjacent viUages. Heavy com- 
pensation was paid to the merchants and the Company’s servants 
and adherents for their losses, and permission was granted to 
establish a mint. From this date the town has enjoyed uninterrup- 
ted pro^erity. With part of the compensation money received 
from the Nawah, Gohindpur was cleared of its inhabitants and the 
foundations of tiie present fort were laid. It was not finished till 
1773 and is said to have cost 2 million sterling, half a 
of which was spent on works to protect the west face from the 
erosion of the river. The clearing of the jungle roimd the fort 
led to the formation of the Maidan. In 1766 the General Hospi- 
tal . was removed to its present site, and at this period the 
European quarter began to extend southwards dong Chowrin- 
ghee. In 1773 by an Aot of Parliament the Bengal Coimoil 
was vested with control over the other Indian possesaons of the 
Company, and soon afterwards Warren Haslmgs removed the 
treasury from Murshidahad to Calcutta, 

of m^dpal administration in Caloutla dates Mnnidpai 
from 1727, when the first Corporation 0 Bme"'int 6 existence. ItWstory; 
consisted of a Mayor and 9 Aldenneh, and iM duties were to ooIleSt 
ground rents and town dues, and to make the necessary repairs 
to roaM and diaius. The' amount thus spent was, however 
insignificant. An effort was made, about 1767, to organise a 
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ttunioipal fund by levying a housc<tn\, but tbo Eoboiso oasie to 
nothing The duty of kooping llio town in order rested with the 
Police Oommiwioncr ; but its insanitnry condition was notorious, 
nnd in 1780 tho nntivp town was th\is dc'cribed by Ifnckintosh;— 
**It is a truth that, from tho western cslrcmity of Cnlifomia 
to tho eastern eoa<it of Japan, there is not a spot whore jndgmont, 
tasfo, dccencv and eonveuionce are so grossly insulted as in that 
Gcattored and confused chaos of bouses, huts, sheds, streets, lanes, 
nlloj’H, svindings, gullecs, sinks and tonics, which, jumbled into 
an uudistinguishcfl mate of filth and corrtiplion, equally oifensivo 
to human senso nnd honllh, eomposo tho capital of iholiuglish 
Company’s Government in India. Tho very Email portion of 
olcamincss whioii it enjoys is ouang to the familiar interconrso 
of himgry jackals hy night, and ravenous vultures, kites and 
crows h^' day. In like maimer it is indebted to tbo smoke raised 
on public etreots, in temporary huts and sheds, for any respite it 
enjop from mosquitoes, the natural productions of stagnated and 
putrid waters.” 

By a staliito of Gcorgo III Justices of tho rooeo were appoint- 
ed for tho town in 1794, nnd regular nsscssmonts were nulhori^d. 
Tho Circular Road was metalled, nnd tho conservnuey ostabli'h* 
ment was increased. But many defects remained, nnd in 1803 
Lord ‘Wcllosloy pointed ont tho o.vtromcly defect h’O cottftmo- 
tion of the puiiHo drains nnd wnfor-coursos, tho absouco of any 
regulations in Tc<!pcrl of tho eitiintion of public markets and 
slaughter-houses, tho irrcgulority of (ho huildiucs nnd tho danger- 
ous condition of tho streets, and appointed a Town Improvement 
Committee of 30 members to carry out tho nocc.ssary reforms. 

Since 1793 it hod boon tho practico to raise money for public 
improvements by moans of lotteries, ton per cent, of their vnlno 
being tel aside lor public works or charitable purposes. As 
long ns tho Town linprovomont Ooramitteo existed, theso funds 
wore made over to it; but in 1817 n Lottery. Committee was 
formed, which was employed for 20 years in soliomes for the 
improvement of the town. Diu'iug this period a groat advance 
was undoubtedly made. Tho Town Hall was built and tho 
Boliagh&ta canal dug, and a largo number of streets were opened 
out, including tho Strand Road, Amhorst Street, Colootolla and 
Miizapur Stroets, Free School Strool, K 3 'd Streot, Canal Road, 
Mango Lnno, andBontinok Streot, and the long roadway formed 
by Oomwallis Street, OoUoge Streot, Wellington Street, and 
Wellesley Street, with the 4 adjoining squares. Arrangements 
for watering tho streets woro also introducod. In 1820 a sys- 
tomatio plan for road metalling was adopted at an annual cost of 
Rb 26,000. Pnblio opimon in England having condomnod this 
method of proving funds for munioipal purposes, tho Lottery 
Committoo oamo to an end m 1836. 



OALCUITA. 


48 


Meatnvhile, under the Act of 1794, the Justioos had mot tho 
expenses of the conservancy and police of the town from a tax 
on houses and licenses for tho sale of liquor. In 1819 tho houeo 
tax realised a litUo over 2i laths, and in 1836 this had lison to S 
lakhs, whilo lA lakhs was derived from excise. Tho expenditure 
on conservancy and police was at this period lakhs, the diffor- 

enoe being mado up by Government. 

In 1810 the principle of municipal taxation was extended to 
tte suburbs. In 1840 an Act was passed dividing Calcutta into 
four dmsions and authorising tho rate-payors, on on application 
made tyr two-thirds of them, to undeitoko their orni as'Te^smont 
collection and managomont of tho rates up to a limit of 5 nor 
cmt. on the assessable proTOrly in Calcutta. Nothing camo of 
this Act, and in 1847 the JnsUces wore replaced by a Board of 
7 paid members, 4 of whom were to bo elected by tho rate-pavers 
They were empowered to purehaso and hold property for the 
improvement oi Calcutta and to make suiweys, and wore entrusted 
with the mamtenanco of tho streets and dniinago. In 1852 their 
number was reduced to 4, two being appointed by Government and 
two elected; and they were allowed a maximum salarv of Rs 2nrt 
amonth. The house-tax was raised first to Gf per cent. ’and 
later to per cent., and a 2 per cent, lighting rate and a tax 
on carls wore authomed ; horses and vehicles had already been 

1 Commissioners^ woiS 

town. In l8o6 their number was reduced to 3, aU of whom were 
appomted by tho Lieutenant-Governor. 

In 1863 the municipal govomraent was vested in n bodv com- 
posed of all tho Justices of tho Peace for tho town of Calcutta 
toMther with all tho Justices for tho Provinco who happened to bo 
resident in Calcutta. This body elected its own Vicc-Chaiimen nnrl 
had a regular Health OfTicer, Engineer, Surveyor, Tax Collector 
and Assessor. A water-rate was imposed and tho hoiiRn tnv 

S’ Tho Justicos’ powcm 
of bono^g wmo extended by several Acts, and durinrthS 
penod of olbce, tho drainage and water system of tho town vrnra 
fmgoly dovoloped. Tho Now Market was orooled in 1874 and 
the mumoipal daughter houses in 1 866. Poot-pnthrworo mado 
along tho main thoroughfares, Beadon Square WM opTod 

^ ^”1876^ improvomont of ?ho town 

, ^ Corporation was oroated, consistinir of 72 

commissioners with a Chairman and Yice-Ohairmai . 48 of tho 
oommssionors wore elected by the rato-pavors aiS 24 j 

by teo Local Wnment. I’his body^ SpMod 
drainage scheme, lai-gely increasbd tho supply oVfilLKd' 
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In 1888 the municipal boundaries were extended by llio 
inclusion of a largo porrion of tlio suburbs lying soiiib and east 
of the Circular llond. Seven wards were added, and additions 
were made to three oilier wards in flic north of the town. Tlid 
nu-mber of municipal commifisioners was mlscd to 75, of wb-ni 
50 w'oro elected, 16 npnointed by ttovemment, and the other 
10 nominated by the Cliamber of Commcrco, tlio Trades As?o. 
(nation and the Port comimssioncrs. During the following 
10 years the fiUotcd water-supply was ftirfber erfe-nded, at a 
cost of IS lakhs, and an underground dniinago scheme for 
the Added Area was started. A tHiobikfidna, or loundry, and an 
inolnomtor wore coiigtriiotod, and a number of insimitary tanks 
were filled up and replaced by roads and squares. This consti- 
tution romainod unnltorod until 1900, when it was roidooed by 
tho system of municipal govonimont now’ in force w'hion will bo 
dcseribod further on. 

Tho population of Calcutta in 1901 was 847,796, tho mean 
doosity lor tho whole town being 41 persons per aero, while it was 
(58 in Caloutta proper. By far tho most crowded ward is 
ColootoUa with 281 poisons to tho aero, and it is followed hy 
JorAsinko (‘2021, JorAb&gan (201) and Moocheopfira (199) ; these 
wards are in tho oentro of tho native oommoroial quarter. The 
lowest donsity occurs in Iho suburbs of Alinore and Ballygunge, 
where muob land is still not built over Tho greatest inoreaso 
in population during tbo lost decade has occurred in tho 
wnr(ls which woro already mo.st populous in 1891. Judged 
by European standards, the city is seriomly overcrowded; 
more than half tho population hnro loss than lialf a room per 
hood, and 90 per cent, have throo.quarlors of a room or lo«s’ 
In Burra Bazar no loss than '9,531 persons out of 31,674 
aro orowdod femr or moro into oaoh zoom. Tho town in normal 
yonra is fairly healthy, but of late the mortality has been greatly 
swollen hy the plague, which in 1903 accounted for 8,222 deaths 
out of a total of 29,7C5; the other chief diseases are fever, 
dysontory, oholora and respiratory complaints. 

Estimates of tho population woro mode from time to tim^ 
but Ihoy wore pnitiol and untrustworthy, and it was not until 
1870 that tho first complete oonsus was taken. Tho population 
then enumerated for tho whole nron of modem Caloutta was 


611,784, wHoh grow to 612,307 in 1681, to 682,306 in 1891 
and to 847,796 in 1901. 'On tho last two occasions tho increases 
havo amounted to 1 1 and 24 por cent, rospootlvely. 

Only a third of tho population of Calcutta woro bom there ; 
half were bom lather parts of Bongal and ono-sevonth in other 
parts of India, Renumber of .persons born in other countries 
m Asia is 8.973, m ^ropo 6,701, in Africa 96, in America 175, 
m Austrnha 80 and nt sea 9. Of tho number bora in other 
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parlB of Bengal the 24-Paiganna Bupplies nearly ono-fi£tli, and 
large numbers come from BLoogtly, Oayftj Patna, Midnaporo and 
Cuttaoh. Of those from other parts of British India the hulk are 
recruited from the United Provinces, ohiofljr from Benares, 
Azamgarh, GhazJpur and Jaunpur. Of other Asiatics, the Ohincso, 

•who congregate in China Bazar and the Dow Bazar and Waterloo 
Street sections, account for 1,709, of •whom only 141 arc females. 

Of those horn in Europe 6,760 ato Briti'h and 961 oomo from 
other countries, France (176), Germany (168) and Austria (108) 
alone having more than 100 ropresontativos. 

In the whole population there are only half as many women 
as meu. This is due to the large number of immigrants, among 
whom there are only 279 females to 1,000 males ; the majority 
of these are temporary settlors who leave their families at homo. 

AnotW result of the large volume of immigration is that 44 per 
cent, of the entire population are male adults, which is douolo 
the proportion for the whole of Bengol. 

m less than 67 different languages are spoken by people 
living in Galoutta, of which aro Asiatic and 16 non^Asiatio. 

The Bengali-speaking population numhors 435,000 and tho Hindi- 
speaking 319,000. About 31,000 persous speak Oriy&, 29,000 
£n^^ and !^,000 Urdu. 

By religion 65 per cent, axo Hindus. 29*4 per coni. Muham- 
madans and 4 per cent. Christians, leaving only about 1 per cent, 
for all other religions combined ; tbe latter moludo 2,903 Buddhists, 

1,889 Jews and 1,799 Brobraos. Hindus preponderate in tho 
north of tho town, while tho chief Musalm&n centres are Coloo- 
toUa and Moocheopara,ond the outlying wards hear tho Books and 
Canals. 

Dtmng the decade ending in 1901 tho grewtii of thocurittiftn 
Christian population was 31 per cent. Tho numhor of nativo Miisloae. 
Ohristians during tho same period iuoroosod from 6,671 to 9,872, 
or hy 49 per cent, tbe Homan CathoUo missions with a gain of 
88 per cent, being tho most successful. Tho chief Protostaut 
proBoljiising bodies are the Church Missionory Society, tho 
Oxford hlission, tho Baptist Mission, tho London Mission, tho 
Epis^al Methodist Mission and the missions of tho EsbbUshcd 
and Ireo Ohurohos^ of Scotland. Besides diroot evangolizo- 
tion, most of the missions maintain schools and colleges, and ( bu s 
piomoto the cause of higher education. 

Br&hmons (83,000) ore tho most numerous oasto, and with CmUb 
Kayasths (67,000), Kaibarttas (37,000), Subamabanike and"®'* 
Ohamars (26,000 each), Gofilos (23,000). and Tflntis (21,000) S**' 
account for more than half tho Hindu population. Among tho 
Muhammadans 91 per cent, aro Shaikhs and 6 per cont. Patuftns, 
while Saiyida. numhor 8,000. Europeans number 13 , 671 , and 
Eurasians 14,482. 



46 


BENGAL. 


Tho maia foatnrcs of tbo stalistics of occupnlioD prepared 
tbo COUBU8 of IflOl oro reproduced below : — 


Main held of cccu- 

WOEKteS, 

Total nnmbn 
of n drier* 

Pcrcentags 
to tebol* 

pation. 

Male. 

Female. 

and depend- 
ent*. 

popnU* 

UOB, 

florernment icrvico ... 

18,737 

S18 

39,590 

6 

PastDre and ngrinil- 
luro 

12.413 

1,370 

80,7&i 

4 

Pcnonal arrrlcc 

81.704 

23,«0 

14S,»33 

18 

rrciuntlon and turpb' 
of material tut 

140,110 

12,970 

271,715 

82 

Comrotreo, tredo and 
aionpo 

123.r.9S 

l,PSl 

208,854 

24 

Profnjinni 

20,032 

2,«S 

61.812 

6 

BnfUlltil hiiotir ... 

33,031 

1C.9C7 

01,623 

1 

IndepcndcntSof labour 

12,171 

6,620 

56.617 

4 1 

Total 


66,236 

647,795 

100 


Ncorly a third of the inhahitauts of Cnlcnttn arc engaged in 
manufactures, and nonrly n fourtli in trade, while personal eerriee 
ncooiwta for n sixth. Assuming that a man docs not begin 
to work until Ifi years of oge, it would appear that no loss tasn 
96 per cent, of the males above that ago ore noUmlworkerai the 
oorresponding proportion in the ease of womcn^ is only 3*. 
Tho mdustnni population is most nuranrous in Oolootolls, 
Mooch eopfira, Jornoaiiko, Bhawnnipur, Intnlly and Denifipukut, 
while Jorasanko, Burra Bazar and .lorabagan wards have tbo 
croatest number of persons ougag^ in eommeroo. Tho pro* 
lossional clement is- strongest in j3urlolLa in tho north, and in 
Bhawanipur in tho south of the town. 

At 1< »nd Tho city itself contains but few factories, only 3 juto mdh' 
and 2 juto presses lying witlun the town. In tho outskirb 
of tho oit}’, however, several smaller indu-striol concerns nro 
situated, including G3 ml-mills chiefly worked by cattle, 2i ‘ 
flour mills, 2 rico mills, 16 iron foundries ond 12 tanneries, which 
employ less than 13,000 persons all told. Tho chief homo indus- 
tries ate pottery and briiss-woi’k, hut Colonlta exports little of 
its own manufactiuos, and it is to commoroo that tho city mainly 
owes its position. 

wd twdo! Onloutta onmo into cxistonoo ns a trading city, beeanso its 
position enabled morobnnts to tap tbo rich Iraffio of tho vnlloy of 
the Gangofl. Tho luxurious courts of tho Mughal rulers had 
fostered the mannfnoturo at Dacca and MurshidabSd of beautiful 
silks and muslins, which were eagerly bought up in Burope. Tho 
saltpotro of Bih^ was in groat demand in England for tho 
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manufacture of gunpowder during tie^ I^noli wars, and nee, 
poan-mT iTn ofl, cotton doths, Eugai, clarified outtor, lac, pepper, 

Einger, myrabolama and tasar silk were also in gioat reijuest. 

Bengal produced all tbeso artielca, and Calcutta was Ino only 

seaport from wHcli they could be exported. _ _ 

Tbe demand for Indian muslins gradually died out in Europe, 
while early in the 19th centu^ Laneasbiro began to export 
manufactured cotton goods to iuidia, and tho introduction of 
steam-power placed the local weavers at 8ueh_ a disadvantago 
that piece-goods ire now by far tho largest article of import to 
Bengal, while the export of silk and cotton manufootures has 
practically ceased. Tho export of jute, on tho other hand, has 
grown enormously anoa the middle of tho 19th conttiry,_ and tho 
production of oilseeds, indigo and tea has vastly increased. 

Bengal coal is in great demand all over India, and salt and 
mineral oils are largely imported. Through all theso I'icissitades 
of commerce, Calcutta has mote than hold its own, and tho 
development of railwajs and of steamer routes along tho main 
water-ways has greatly strengthened its position, so that it now 
focuses tho trade of Assam as well as of Eastern Bengal and of 
the Gangetio valley. 

The foreign trade of tho port in 1903-04, oxelusiro of Iho Bta-lmra* 
transport of treasure, was valued at 90'54 croros, of which exports 
amounted to 57*04 crores, and fho coasting trado at 11*01 crores, of 
which 6*66 croros rejpresonted exports. The total value of the 
sea-borne trade including treasure was 112*92 crores. 

The steady progress of foreign Irado in recent years isPoreisn 
indicated by the _ figures below which show the average annual*”^** 
valuo of fho foreign imports and exports of morohandiBO (omit- 
ting treasure) during successive qninqueniunl poriods: — 


Five ywa 

Laltlis of rnpccs. I 

Fivoycen 

I.nklis of 

rupees. 

ending 

Importi. 

lixporte. 

coding 

Imports, 

l^xports, 

1876 

... 10,45 

23,60 

1895 

... 25,96 

89,07 

1880 

... 17.80 

27.78 

1900 

... 26,45 

46,60 

1885 

... 21,60 

83,08 

Four years 

1890 

... 23,44 

36,23 

ending 

im 

... 82,06 

64.28 


. imports into Calcutta aro cotton goods, represent- 

ing m 1908-04 a value of over 16 crores. Next in importauoQ 
are treasure, metals, oil, suear and maohinory, and theso ate 
followed by woollen goods, hardware and outlory,- salt, lioiiors. 
apparel, drags and railway material. About* sovcn-eigbllw (in 

»' «■» 

The ohiof exports are raw fttif taanufaotured jute, tea, opium, 
hides and shms, odseeds, gram rtid pulses, indigo, lno,raw cotton 
■ coal, raw silk, saltpetre and oils.* Tho most striking featuro in 
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tlio growth of fcbo oxport trado haa boon tho onormous increasa in 
tho shipmcntB of juto and cool. Tho e:g)orts of juto have ritpn 
from 8 crorcs 1893-94 to nonrly 20 orores in 1903-04, ond 
now form about ihrco-cigbtlis of (ho outward trade; w’hile (ho 
sbipmonts of coal to foreign ports amounted in 1901 to more than 
half a million tons ns against 8 tons in 1880, During the same 
period tho imports of foreign noal dwindled from 7U,Ot)0 to 2,000 
tons. Mora than half of tho oic^ort tmdo was with Eoropoan coun- 
tries, tho United Emgdom taking a third of tho whole. Of tho 
Gontinontal oountrios Gomtany took almost as* mnoh os oil the 
othors oomhined. Tho trado with tho United States c&mo nest 
to that of tho United Eingdom, and China took rathor less than 
Germany. It is a significant fact that the halauco of trado has 
boon in favoar of this country tbronghout tho poriod mentioned. 

Tho coasting Gado has boon intluoncod oonsidcrably by exten- 
sions of railway conununications and by tho dcrelopmcnt of 
direct steamship communications between other Indian ports and 
abroad. Tho xaluo of imports in 1003-04 was 604 lakhs, oi 
wliich 4G2 laklis was tho value of Indian produce and 32 lakhs 
of foToign morohandisoi whilo 10 laklib loprcsontcd treasure. The 
exports woro s’alucd at 728 lakhs, of wmeh 687 lakhs was the 
valuo of Indian produce and 79 Ihkhs that of foreign mcrohandise, 
trossuro amounting to GO lakhs. Tho oliiof ports srith which tho 
coasting Gado is oarried on oro Rangoon, Mouhnoin, Akyab, 
Bombay and Madras. Tbo imports aro cotton goods and salt 
Gom Bombay, rico and minoral oil from Burma, and sugar, 
Togotablooil and oUsoeds from hladras; and tbo exports nro grain 
and nulsos, cool, juto and gunnies, spices, tobacco and tea, 

Ml respect of iutcmnl trade, tbo priuuipol articles whicli moke 
up tho imports to Oaloutis aro, from Bongid, raw and manu- 
faoturod juto, rioo, coal, linseed, opium, tea, grain ond pi^es, 
hides and skins, silk and indigo; from tho United Provinces 
opium, oilseeds, grain and pulses, hides and skins and minoral 
manufaoturos; and from Assam tea, oilseeds, grain, pulses and 
lime. In 1901-02 tlio imports from Bengal wore voluod at nearlv 
49 ororos. CalouUa being tho chief distnbntiDg oenGo of Bengal, 
tho prlooipal articles exported to tho iaGriot are tho same as those 
enumerated under the hood of foreign imports, Tho total 
exports from Galoutta by rail, road and livor woro valued nt 
nearly 88 ororos in 1903-04, 

The ohiof ossoomticna connected with tho Gado ond oommoroe 
of tho town axo tho Bengal Oliambor of Oommeroe (founded in 
1834) with, its affiliated Sooietios, ond tbo Royal Exohango, Bengal 
Bonded Warohoaso Assooiution, tho Galoutta Trades Aasoointioa 
and tbo Bengal National Ohambor of Oommoroe, 

. Throe groat railways converge on Galoutta. Tho East Indian 
Railwoy oonneotsOaloutto with Bombay, tho United Provinces and 
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the Punjab, and ia the outlet for the rich trafTio of the Gangea 
valley. Its teiminuB ia outhe "weat bank of the river at Ilon'rah, 
but a branch crosses the Hooghly by a bridge at Naib&ti 25 miles 
up the river and provides access to the docks at Kiddorporo 
over the Eastern llengol State Railway. The Bongal-Ndgpur 
Railway runs through Orissa to Madras, and -westwards (luroagh 
the Central Provinces to Bombay ; its terminus is also at Howrnli, 
buta wa^n ferry plica between Shallm'rr and the docks. The 
Eastern Bengal State Bail-way, the terminus of which is at 
Seuldah, connects Caloulta with North and East Bengal and 
Assam and -n-ith Diamond Harbour. 


The railways, however, by no means monopolise the IrafBo. 
Numerous nativo craft ply up and down the rivers, along tho 
channels through the Sundarbaus -n’hich connect Calcutta with 
Eastern^ Bongm and the valley of the iiiahmaputra, and on 
the Miduapore and Orissa Coast Canals. Thoro are also 
several large steamer companies, whoso vessels navigate these 
inland -waters end carry an extensive coasting trade to tho 
Orissa ports ; tho most important of these are the India 
General, and the Calcutta Steam and River, Steam Navigation 
Companies, 

The Port was formerly under direct Qovommont management, The J'orU 
but in 1870 a Port Trust was formed, consisting at first of 
12, and afterwords of 15, commissioners. The Strand bank 
lands were subsequently made over to them on on animal quit- 
rent of Rs. 37,392. The value of tho property taken over 
by tho Trust was estimated at 27'66 lakhs, and with further 
advances the debt was consolidated into a single loan of 60 laldis. 

During tho last 30 years tho comxniFsionors have Leon adding 
considerably to the facilities of the Pott. In 1870 (hero -were 
only 6 Borew-pilo jollies, G cranes and 4 sheds for the occom- 
.modaiion of the sea-going trade ; -udieroas now there are G un- 
loa^ng berths for sea-going vessels at tho jetties, with a frontage 
of_ 2,982 feet, and all tho loading is done separately at the 
Ridderporo docks. Those docks, which -wore constiuolod in 
1884-86 at a cost of 285 lakhs, consist of a basin, connoolod 
by a double passage with the wot docks, -which accommodate 
12 -vessels, and of two graving docks. TJio Polroloum Wharf ot 
• 1 established in 1886, and tho Ton Wnrohouso 

in 1887, in 1889 the Port commissioners -wore made the Oon- 
Borvators of the’ Port They have their own dock yard and 
worKsuop, and they maintain a staff of Assistant Ilathouv Masters, 
who take over tho pilotage of all vossols from Garden Roach : 
they liconso all cargo bonis and pay threo-fourlhs of ilio cost of 
the itiVOT police} they survey and prepare charts of 'tho river 
f S II n reaponsikle for tho Ughlin"' 


r. 
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Tbo rovenuo of llio Port in 1903-04 Rmounled to 80 laWis 
and tho ospondituro to 77 laldis. Tho bulk of the inoome is 
derived from a toll of 4 annns a ton on nil goods shipped or 
disohargod. Tho cnpitol debt nmomitp to 501 lokhs, and the book 
Taluo of llio Trust property is rotumed aI 65G lAldifl, oxclusivo of 
the Strand Bank and Howrah forcdioro lands nnd an accumu- 
lated sinking fund of 42 lakhs. . t i* 

Til# Even before the foundation of Calcutta, tho East India 

Hooshly Company had found it necessary to maintoin a ^ecim etetfjto 
jiilou. guide ships through tho dilfieull channels of tho Hooghly. The 
Pilot Sonioo is now a Government department, consisting in 
1903-04 of 58 otficors paid by foes. Some account of tho notion 
takon from time to time to koop tho channels open, nnd to 
facilitate navigation, will bo found in tbo ntliclc on tbo Hooohlt 

ntVER. . iL 

Bbipiiing. The trade of tbo port has grown up sinco 1/27, when the 
shipping was ostimatea at but 10,000 tons. Tho steady growtli 
of tho trado in rocenl years will ho seen from the following 
nbstraot;— ■ 
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1880.87 

1691-82 

1896.97 

1001-02 

1003-01 

1,887 

1.440 

1|S7G 

1,490 

1,680 

1,653,676 

1,012,681 

2,070,780 

2,8611,700 

8,171,016 

1,419 

1,416 

1,670 

1,514 

1,669 

1,620,877 

1,B«,076 

2,060,867 

2,878,780 

8,176,203 


Tho most noiiccahlo fonturcs of rooent years arc tho substi- 
tution of steam for sailing vessels, tbo rapid growth of the 
coasting trade, and tbo iuoroaso in the sizo of tho ves^olB Tinting 
tbo port. In 1880-87 tbo number of soiling vessels wos 466, 
but in 1003-04 it had dropped to 87, and only 29 of these 
hailed from foreign ports. I)uring the same period tho volume 
of tho coasting trade lias grovnifrom 1,410,000 tons to 8,317,000 
touBi tho average tonnage of vessels engaged in tho foreign 
trade has inorensod from 1,449 to 2,622 tons, nnd that of coasting 
vessds from 881 to 1,679 tons. 

^ Up to 1867 only two of tho roads in Calcutta wore metalled 

5 300’48 miles of road, of 

whioh 117 miles were metalled with atono. Tho roads are 
maintained by tho Corporation with the exception of those on 
tho Maid&n wbioh wore under tho ohavge of the Public Works 
department. The city ia interseoted by four main roads running 
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parallel with the river. The most westerljr of these} known ns the 
Strand Road, bos been formed by sucoessire reclamations^ of the 
foreshore and skirts the river hank from Hostings to NimtoUa, 
passing by Fort William, the Eden Gardens and the Jetties. 
East of this is the Ghowringhee Road with its row of lofty 
houses facing the hfaidan, which a traveller of the 18th century 
described os “ an entire village of palaces.” This road, with ite 
northern continuations, Bentinok Street and the Chitpur Rood, 
occupies the site of tko old pilgrim road to Eoli Ghkt ; and its 
Bontfiern continuation, known as tho Bussa Bond, is still the route 
for pilgrims visiting that shrine. Between this and the Lower 
Giroular Road is a street running through the heart of tho town, 
the various sections of whioh are called Welleriey Street, CoUogo 
Street and OomwaUis Street ; and to the cost of it tho Lower Cm- 
cular Bond sweeps round tho town, one section of it following the" 
course of the old MorSthfi ditch. These four main roads are linked 
by 0 number of Cross streets, the most important of whioh are Park 
Street, passing through the European quarter and so called hocauso 
it originally bordered the spacious garden of Sir Elijah Impey ; 
Dhurrumtella Street, passing through a quarter lorgply inhabited 
by Eurasians; L^ Basor and its continuation Bow Bozor, in tho 
centre of tho native town, preaentiug a mass of densely peeked 
houses and shops; Canning Street ond Harrison Bood named 
after Lord Canning and a former Ohainnan of tho Corporation: 
and, to the north of the town, Sohha Bazar ond Grey Street. 
From Government House to Kidderpore two miles to tho south, 
stretches the old^ road in the MoidSn, known as tho old Course 
and described in 1768 as being ” out of town in a sort of angle 
mode to take the air in ” ; to the north this road runs into Old 
Court -House Street, so called from the Old Court House pulled 
^wn in 1792. Starting from Kiddorpore tho Garden Eoaoh ond 
^oular Garden Beach Boads connect tho docks and tho milla 
tho Hooffhly with the main town, while to tho south 
tbO- Diamond Harbour Road links Calcutta with tho harbour after 
which it IS named. 


Calcutta is connected with the important city of Howrah on 
the west of the river, by several ferries ond also by a floidine 
bndge opened in 1874. This structure Supported on pontoons is 
feet in length between the abutments, ond has a rood-wav 

0^ 7 foot on either 

“ * j '^eok to aUow ships to 

PMS to tho dookynrds ohovo, and whOe it is open, a ferry steamer 
phes ‘lo'^oss the nver. Bridges over Tolly’s Nullah at Kidderpore. 
^^oie ondKahGhfit connect the south-east portion of tho Snt 

to Si” SS: ^ ~ 
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Civil find 
criminal 
jniti c. 


BcTonuo, 


Linis of framway run from the High Court to Tollygungg, 
Nimlolla GhiU, uud Scaldoli. ond from ,tlio K^plnnade to Uliitpur, 
Sham Bazir, lOddcrporo and BclgiSohia. Tlie^o tramways Lava 
hoon xcoontly olcotrifiod. There is a lorgo Buhurhan traffic along 
all tho main linos of railway, and also on two small light railways 
ftomlfowrnh to Amf'\ and Shcakluila. 

In tho '* Old Town *' civil justice is administered hy a Judge 
of tho Uigh Court, who eils singly and irios ci«os above Es. 2,0li0 
in volue and suits conocming lan^, and by Iho small cause oeart 
svith 6 Judges who try snlla up lo Us. 3,000 in valno. In the 
“ Added Area " a rm jU cause court and 2 ATunsifs’ courts sit at 


Soalduh, and 3 Slunsifs’ courlij at Aliporo ; these ato stibordinato 
to tho Distriot Judge of the 24-lV.rganas, Both tho District 
Judge nud Additional Judge of tho 24-i’arg.ims have iurisfficlioa 
in Oidciilta mulor tho Land Acquisition Act. Criminal justice 
is administorod in the Old Town by 3 stipendinry, nud a nutnber 
of^ honorary,^ Prcsidouoy Magistrates. The IDgh Court hotels 
Oriminal Sdsions and hoaw appe.nls from tho I’lesideney JIngis* 
irates. In tho Added Area tho Sos-oons Judge and District 
Mnglstr.ilo of tho 2l-PiirganaB have criniinal jurii-diction. Tsro 
btipondinry luagUlratos sit, ono at Aliporo and tho other at SosWah, 
and tlioro nro also sovornl honorary magistrates. Thtoughoui 
Caloutla cases under tho Municipnl Act nro tried by n stipendinry 
muiueipnl magistrate. 

^ Tho Chief Presidonoy Mngistrnto i.s nl'JO tho presiding officer 
m llio court tor the trial of pilots and Judgo of tho Court of 
SuTvoy for tho Port of Oaloutto. 

Tho rovouuo rocoipls under tho main bends amounted in 
1903-04 to 8S'6 Inltlis, of wliioh Es. 18,000 am dorivod from land 


laJchs and 80'1 lakbs xcspcf(ivolj% In 1881 tUo iuconio-Uix W 
not been imposed. 

• Calcutta, who is nsislod hy a Deputy Collector, 

K Oollootor of htamp rovonuo in tho Old Town, and is 
Bupormtondont of oxoiso rovonuo thronghoul Calcutta, and in 
tho mumoipalitics of Oossiporo-Ohitpur, Miiniklnhi, Garden Eoioh, 
Howrah and Bally. IIo is also deputy oollootor of land ter- 
muo lu tho Old Town ; and in this respeot is suhordinatc to the 
Oolloo'or of tho 24-Pnvgnn(iB, whoso ordinary jnrisdiot ion extends 
OTOr the Added Avon in all rovonuo matters except exwo. 
Ihoio 18 n Bopaxato Oollootor of inoomc-las in llio Old Town. 

1892 inir"° ^ *«m 23 lakhs in 

non-judioial stamps. During 
the samp pc i^ho moometas roooipts rose fi'om 17‘22 lo 26-t 
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Inl-Tia, in spite of the exclusion from assessment in 1903 of inoomos 
below Es. 1,000, and excise from 25 to 33'3 labhs. The main 
items under the latter head are imported liquor (1*6 lalkhs), 
country spirit (19*4 lakhs), opium (4*9 lolchs), hemp drugs (4*3 
lakhs), rum (2 3 lakhs) and tSri (Es. 79,000). 

In the Old Town there is, striotly speaking, no land land 
revenue, as in 1768 tho East India Company obtoined from the”'®""®* 
Nawab a free grant of the area on which Colontta now stands. 

The so-called revenue is reoUy ground-rent, nhioh has been 
permanently fixed and amounts to Es. 18,103. Tho Added 
Area belongs for revenue purpo-es to the 24-Forganas District. 

The tract east of Tolly’s Nullah and tho Lower Giro'ular Eoad, 
which comprises Bhawanipur, Ballj gunge and Intnlly, is in- 
cluded in tho PAACitANNAGHAJi Gtoveminent estate. 'West of 
Tolly’s Nullah aro ordinaiy ponnanently-settled estates bclonring 
to private owners; a consideiable area is, however, included in 
Government estate Sahih4n Bagicha (see 24-Faroakas). 

The grand totalrenlhed by the Customs department in 1903-04 Cmtomi. 
was 388 lakhs, to which salt oontiibuted 107 lakhs, cotton piece- 
goods 49| lakhs, mineral oil 17^ lakhs, liquor 22^- lakhs, articles of 
iood and drink 12^ lakhs, countervailing duties on sugar 
^ lakh, and arms and ammunition If lakhs. The export duty on 
rice amounted to 16f lakhs. Besides this, 26^ lokhswas paid into 
District treasuries on account of salt imported into Calcutta. 

The municipal administration of the oily is regulated hyMunichial 
Bengal Act III of 1^99, and is in the hands of three co-ordinato co'r^* 
authorities, tho Corporation, the General Committee and the™*" 
Chairman. The Corporation consists of the Chairman, appointed 
by Government, and 60 commissioners, of whom 25 are elected 
at ward elections, and tho remainder are appointed as follows, viz., 

4 by the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 4 by the Calouita 
Trades Association, 2 by the Port commissionors and 16 by 
the Bengal Government. The General Committee consists of 12 
commhsioners and tho Chairman, who is President. Of the 
commissioners 4 are elected by the ward commissionors, 4 by 
the appointed commissioners, and the remaining 4 aro appointed 
by the Local Government. The entire executive power is vested in 
the Chairmon, to be exercised subject to the approval or sanction .. 
of tho Corporation or General Committee, whenever this . is 
expressly directed in the Act. To the Corporation aro reserved . 
the right of fixing tho rates of taxation and nil thoso general 
functions which con be efiSoiontly performed by a large body. 

The General Coinmitteo stands between the deliberative and 
executive authorities, and deals with those matters which oro 
ill-ndapted for discussion by tho whole Corporation, but yet 
are too important to bo leit to the disposal of the Chairman 
alone. 
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Tho Corporatidn Ibus conBfitu(c(l conHncnced work in April 
1900, ami i(a offorts have fo far boon mainly dircrfcd to the 
irtlioductiott of a continooiw wator-Fupply for tho wholo lo^u, 
tho complotion of tho draina^o Fohomo, tho dccontroliaition of 
control ond the punctnal collmtion of (ho rate?. The town has 
boon divided into 4 diFtriete, each with ita own Btaif, for con- 
Bon'nnoy, rondi and hnildingR. A largo Bchoino for opening out 
tho congested area'-, Mith the nsHstance of Imperial fnn&, a 
under coniideration. 

Tho drinking wnter-mtpply is ohlnincd from tho Uooghly 
river at Pnltn, 17 milcR north of Colcntta. where it is pumped up 
into fettling tanks and filtered. Tho pure water is conveyed by 
graritnlion tlirongh two iron mains to a masonry reservoir nl the 
north cud of the town. Thonre if is pumped into tho distxi- 
luting mains and three other rc.'CivoitB in different quarters of 
the town, and from lho«e it is again pumped into the distrihuUng 
pipes. Tho scheme was inangurnted in ISbO, ond it wns then 
intended to supply fl million gallons per diem or Ifi gallons ptr 
hood. In recent j'onrs tho works hnvo been greatly extended, 
and tho Oorporation has now llirce pumping rtnlions at I'nltS 
niid four in the toMW ; Uioto ore 1 ,997 standposts and 6,904 ground 
hydrants, and the number of filtered water conuoctions exceeds 
20,000. Thwo give to Calcutta and tho adjacent towns of 
Barraokporo, Uum-Dum, Cossiporo-Ohitpur, Mfiniktala and Garden 
Reach a daily supply of over 7,024 million gallons of filtered 
water, or 21^ giulonf per head Tho streets arc watered and the 
drains flushed with unfiltorcd water pumped up in Calcutta, aud 
for these purposes there ore mote thon 0,000 connections. The 
initial _ cost of the works was 7 lokha. Suhccqiiont extensions 
have inoronsed tho capital cost to 210 lakhs; (no annual cost of 
maintonanco is 16J lakhs- 

• Bohome of under-ground dmiringo, by which the town 
IB freed of surplus water and of tho filth which water will 
carry, was inaugurated half a century ago. Tho drainage is 
earned eastwards by a series of five pornllcl conduits wliloh 
dieohnrge into nn iutercopiuig fewer, uQd tbonco into a largo 
well nt Tengra m the eastern suburhs. 'There it is raised hy 
steam pumps into a high-level sewer, which carries it » 
^ Lakes, oast of (ho town, there to undergo 
oxidation. Tho oijgmnl projoot wna oommonood in 1869, ond 
took IG years to complete, but mcanwhilo fresh additions 

“ ooaoornod. Tho execution of the 
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Qood progress-lias been made in lighting the town, especially Hlfcdla* 
in the southern area ; oil lamps ore being gradually replaced by otoai. 
gas ; and the incandescent system has been extended throughout 
Calcutta. The Corporation hove now 11,000 street lamps, of 
which 8,600 are gas lamps. A municipal railway oonreys street 
refuse to the Salt Xjahes. 

The income of the Corporation has increased largely in recent Finue*. 
years, but its expenditure has grown even more rapidly, and its 
indebtedness on the Slat March 1904 was nearly 327 lakhs, of 
which 179i lakhs has been borrowed during ue last decade. 

The chief item of receipt is the consolidated rate, which in the 
last 10 years has varied from 82 to 42 lakhs per annum. 

Next in importance are the license tax on trades and professions 
and the tax on animals and vehicles. The municipal market- has 
also proved a source of profit to the Corporation. The average 
receipts and es^enditore during the 10 years ending in 1903-U4 
are noted below : — 

1“ thonstmd* 

Expeksiiviie. . 

of rnpccs. 

Ratei and toxci . . 48,52 

Realiiation under ipaeial Acta , 48 

Other revenno apart from 
taxation .... 4,64 
Oranta from Qoremment . . 62 

Other contiibotiona ... g 
MiiceUanoona receipts inelndiiig 
sale of n-ater . . . 2,34 

19,87 

Realization from ainking fnnde 
for repayment of loane . . i,OB 

Advancei 7^20 

Depoeite 7^21 

Total . 89,80 


Receipts. 






of rnpecf. 


Oeneral administration . . 6,82 

Fire 

4.60 

WBtor-snpply .... 7,88 

Drainage .... 7,66 

PnWip work 

“«rkeU 

Hospitals 

Conwrvnncy .... 11,90 
Registration of birtlis and deaths 14 
Oranta to puhlic institatlons . 18 

Contribution tor general purposes 3 


Interest on loans , , 

Miscellaneous . . , 

Repayment of loans and con 
tribution to sinking funds 

Advance 

Deposit 

Toth 


11,83 

3,62 

8,66 

7,12 

0,92 


Calcutta possesses mau:^ne buildings, both public and private. 
The ongindGovernment House occupied the site of the modem 
Customs ereohon of the present buUding was 

commenced in 1797 at the stance of the Marquis of Wellesley 
who urged ttat “India should be governed from a palace nS 
from a counting-house.” It was completed in about 7 years at a 
wst of 13 laklm. The desi^ was based on that of Hedleston 
HoU^ in Derbyshire, the struotare consisting of four groat wings 

from a wntral pSe 

approwhed hy a magmfloent flight of steps on the north. 
The Grand Hall is an exceptionally fine chamber, and the 


Public 

buildingi. 
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building n'uo conliuns fbo CounoD Chiunbcr in wbidi tlio Ruprfma 
Logislnluro liolds its pitlings. Vnrioiis articles of furniture and 
trophies recall tho perilous early days of tho Compiiny, bnrtng 
botin raptured from European or native powers. The two fina 
full-1 ongth poriraits of Louis lo 13ion Ainifi niid of bis Queen, with 
the elitiuileliers imd IwIjIyo busts of the Otcpars in the aisles of 
the Afurble Hull, are faid to have been taken from a French ship. 

Belvedere, in Aliporo, is tho olHcial residence of the Lieuten* 
nnt-Governor of Bengal, formerly n country honeo of Warren 
Hastings, it was purciia‘<ed in 1854 ns ibo rosidonco of Sir Freder- 
ick IlalliJiiv, the first Lieutenanl*Uovernor of Bengal. It is a 
Imudsnrao orlifioo and slnuds in estonsivo and well-kopt grounds. 
It was greatly improved and cmbollMicl by Sir Ashley Jiden. 
At the spot wb'ch is i ow tho west onlrnncj of Belvedere, tm the 
Aliporo Ilo.ul, was fought the famous duel between Warroa 
riastiiigo and .Sir Plulip I'Vanois, in wiiioh tho latter was wounded. 
Not far from (bis spot « Hastings IIouh}, Ibo favourite rosidenco 
of tho great Govovnor-Gonoral, which is now used ns a guest- 
house for Native oliiofs. 

I’o the west of Govoniniont House, and nearer (o tho rinr, 
stands tho High Oourl. This imposing struct uro in tomcwhnt 
florid Gothio was couiploted in 1872, on tho sito of the old 
Buprorao Court. Tho design Is said to Imvo boon suggeded by 
tbo Town Hall nl Tpros, Tho Town 1 lull stands west ol Govern* 
mont Hou«o, botweoa it and tho High Court It is a largo 
building in (lio Doric stylo, approached by a noblo flight of steps 
lending up to tho grand portico. It svns built in 1804 at a cost of 
about 7 lakbs. nud ooninius many inicresliiig Blalues and jiortraUs, 
The Indian Museum is situated in Choa’nn^heo nud contains a 
fine coUoolion of fo'^sils and minerals, n geological gallery nud a 
gallery of antiquities. Adjoining it nto Ibo Eoonomio Mn*miia 
and llio School of Art. Tho Mint in tho north of tho town 
oovers 184 acres, and was built in 1824-30. Tbo stylo is 
Doric, the oentrnl portico being a copy in half size of tbo leniplo 
of Minerva at Athens. Tho Victoria Momorinl llitll which it is 
proposed lo oroot in memory of the Into Qncon-Erapress is now 
in course of construction at tho south end of tho MnjdSn near tho 
Cathedral. 

Tho General Post Oflico, oponod in 1870, oooupios a position in 
Dalhousio Square on tho site of tho old Fort. In tho same squora 
are Writers’ Buildings, used for the ollicos of tho Bengal Secre- 
tariat^ the Central Telegraph Offleo, tlio Ctutonoy Office and the 
offices of tho Commissioner of tho Prosidouoy Dirision and tho 
GoUootor of Ooloulta. Tho offioos of tho Indian Sooretarint and 
tho Treasury lio botwcon Govornmont House and tbo Town Hall, 
and the Foreign and Military Dopartinonts Lave reoenUy transfeiTcd 

their offices to a handsome now building ia tbo Esplanade. Tho 
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Ilord by it h tlio itclcalfo liiiU, occwpit'd by tbo ImiMTittl 
Library. The Mnljaminatlnn mo=<iwea and TUndu Ir-tapic^ of 
Calcutta have no groat aroliitochual merit, llic onU* nif'^qiio of 
nay prt tensions being tlio one «t tlio corner of i)l«irnimlolln 
Street TvJiich was built and en'lo«cil in ISI2 by Prince .Glmbiin 
Mnbaniniad, eon of Tijiii Sultnn Knli Glint, in tlio sontli of 
the town, is a flaw of great sanctity for Hindus, niul numbers 
go tliero every day to batlic in Tolly's Ntillah. Tlio lomj'le, 
wliieli is said to be about aOO years old, Inis l!t l ncrcs of land 
assipnid for its mnintennneo. 

The CnllKHlnil Oliurcli of the Poe of Onleutta, St. PaulV, tiands Chnr<l.pi. 
ot the fouth-east eonicr of the Maidan. It wn« elnmme^lc^l in 
180n and consceralcvl in l.S‘J7, and if is prnclip.ally the work of 
Bishop Wilson. Of the Tj of lakhs rai«p«l to hnild jitid endow the 
Cnlhednil, the Bishop gave 2 Inkhs. the Iki«l India Company 
IJ of lakhs, and 2*8 laldis svnn sub.vribfvl in IJnglnnd ; only 
Its. 1,20,000 was colloolwl in India. It is Imilf in a .«lylo wliic^i 
is knosi-n in CnlonUn ns Indo-Gotlue, that is to say Ooiliin 
adapted by a tnililnry engineer to the esipencics of tlio Indian 
cUmalo. The bmlding is 2 17 feel in b-nglli with n (mneeiit of 
J 14 fett, and the tower and spire are 207 fed in height. Among 
the many monuments to famous Knglislnnen who have served in 
Uiis country, the most conspicnmiB is a lifo-sm-d kneeling figure 
in epi.'-copal robes by Chantry bearing the single word “ ilobcr." 

Tho Spiro _ was rohiiili in 18b7, tlio original one having been 
destroyed in tbo earthquake of that year. 

8t. John’s, tlio old Cathedral, was commenceil in 178-1. If -n-nn 
erected to replnco the still older Olniroh of Sf, Anne’s, which occu- 
pied tho siio of the modem Bongal Council Clinmber and was 
domolisliod hy Bir;.j.ud-diuila in 17.06 Sf. John's was Iniill 
^icfly by voluntary sub.'criptions, tho silo being (ho gift of a 
Baja. In the graveyard is tho mnnsolcum wliich covers tho 
TOmains of Job Chamock; and slabs commemorating William 
Hamilton, wlio died in 1717, and Admiral Wntson, aro built 
into tho walls of tbo Ohurcb. The old Mis=rion Church has 


m, ms own cxnonso. In 1/86 (ho good Pwedo found liimw-lf 
unable to defray (ho charges involved hy his benevolent 
EcnemM and the elinroh was sefeod hy tho Sherifr.- It svua 
reseued and rwlored to religions piirposoB hy Cliailcs Giant, after- 

V '/ "■‘-‘1';^''^ l>ireclor, who paid Bs. 1 0,000, 

tho sum at winch it was appraiswl. Oilier ehurehes of the Atigliean 
Communion arc the Bort Church of St. Peter, Si. Thomas" 
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8t. Slophon’s, Kidiletpore, nml Sf. Jfttnes*, besides tovotal olbcn 
belonging to mii-sionnry bodies. 

The Koinnn C-ilbolio CatbcdrAl, situated in Ibo heart of tbs' 
comtncroial (lunrter, was built in 1707, taking tho place of a' 
olmpol built by tho Portuguese m 1700. Tho Greek Oliuroh in tte 
samo quarter wiw built by subscriptions in 1780, and tho A-tmonian 
Cliureh was complelod in 1700. At the comer of Dalhouae 
Sqiiaro on tho site of tho old Mayor’s Court Uouso stands (hs 
Scots Church of Si, Andrew. 

Sqnw*# 'Tiio hlaidrm is tho chief open spneo in Calcutta and streloks 
«nd open Gor’ornmtMil llonso iind tho Jidoii Gardens on tho north 
spacCT. Tolly's Nullah on the south. Chowringheo Ijung on tho east, 
and thu river and Port on the wed. Scattered over it ore soveral 


monumont*!, tho mod conspicuous of thorn heing tho OcWorlony 
Moniiinont, oroolcd in honour of Sir David Ochferlony, who, 
“ for 60 veuM a soldier, servofl in every Indian war from the 
time of Uyder dowuwartls.’' It rises 166 foot willi a saraesnia 
capital, and Its Ruminit commands ii noblo riew of tho city. 
Fnomg tho river w n pillared archway creotod by the (dtizens of 
CftlenlU to perpluate tho moinory of Jomo.s Prinsep, foimdor of 
tlio Boionco of Indian numismatics. Near Park Street is the fina 


bronzo statue of Sir James Outrum, in whiob be is rqueenfed 
with drawn sword looking round to his troops and oheerioff 
thorn forward. Among other moaumonls may bo monlionw 
those of Lord William Pentinok, Lord llardingo, Lord Mayo, 
Lord Lawroneo, Lord Dufferin and Lord Lan^owno ; and the 
slatno to Lord Roborls is a noteworthy addition to this group. 
A statue of llor Into ilaiesly Qnoou Yiotorin by Pmmpton has 
recontly boon placed on the Maidnn, wniting lill it may find a 
more honoured position in tho Hall now being orcotod in her 
memory. On tho south-wost side of tho Maidiin is tho race- 
course, whUo tho rest of it is devoted to rocroadon grounds. 

Other open spacos nro tho Eden Gardens, named nfior the 
hfissos Edon, sisters of Lord Auckland, on tho north-east of the 
blnid&n, Didliousio Square in tho heart of the official quarter, 
Boadon Square in tho north of tho town, named after a Lieuto- 
nant-Govt-rnor of Bengal, and a sorie.s of sqnoros by tho sido 
of Cornwallis, College, Wellington and Wollcsloy Slroods. The 
Zoological Gardens at Aliporo w’oro opened by the (then) Priooo 
of Wales in 1870. They are nmnngod by an nouorary Oommitteo 
and are mnmtalncd ohiofly by donotions and snbsoriptions, 
ontraaoo rocoiptB and a Govemmont grant-in-nid. The eipondituio 
in 1903-04 amounted to Its, 87,000, of which Hs. 42,000 
■was spent on now buildings, Tho Qovommont of India has 
mdo a grant of a lakh of rupoos, which it has boon decided to 
^ jraprovomonts. Tho gardens contain 

(1903-04) 464 mammols, 842 birds and 238 topUlea. 
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At Sibpur are situated the Botanicol Gardens, •whioh are 
beautifully laid out along tboHoogbly and are stocked with rare 
tropical plants. They were founded in 1786 at the instance of 
Cobnel Alexander Kyd for the colleotion of ploiits indigenous 
to the country end for the introduction and aodimatisafaon of 
plants from foreign parts. This objeot has been fully reohsed, 
and nmnng the greatest triumphs of the gardens may be mentioned 
the introduction of the tea plant from Uhina. They _ corer 272 
acres and contain a fine herbarinm, botanical library ond 
Tnn u ntTiftuta to the Hrst two Superintendents, Kyd and Roxburgh. 

Fort William is included in the Luoknow division of the Army. 

Command. The garrison consists of a battalion of 
Bri^h infantry, a battery of garrison ar-tillory, a oompany of 
the Indian Sub-Marine Mining Corps, and a regiment of native 
infantry in the Fort, and half a squadron of native cavalry and 
a regiment of native infantry at AJipore. The Volunteer forces 
are (1) the Calcutta Fort Defence Volunteers in five companies, 
two being naval divisions, one of garrison artillery, one of 
sub-marine miners and one of electrical engineers, with a 
strength in 1903-04 of 333 ; (2) the Calcutta Light Horse, in 5 
troops, strength 187 ; (3) the Cossipore Axtillory with 4 batteries, 

6 guns, strength 428 ; (4) the Calcutta Volunteer Rifles with 3 
battalions (of which the third is a cadet oompany), and a strength 
of 2,075, including cadets and reseryists ; and (6) the Fastern 
Bengal State Railway Volunteers, strength 728. The military 
authorities have conkol over the erection of buildings on the 
Maidfin and in the Hastings ward, which lies to the south of 
Fort William. 


The Calcutta police force is under a Commissioner, a Deputy poHw, 
Commissioner and additional Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
and consists of 8 Superintendents, 55 inspectors, 74 sub-inspeo- 
tors and European constables, 291 head-constables and sergeants 
including mounted men, 2,484 foot constables and 130 riv» con- 
stables. It has under its control, besides the municipal area, the ■ 
suburban municipalities of Cossipore-Obitpur, Mfiniktola, part of 
Garden Beach and the river. There ore 18 police-stations in the 
Old Town and 14 in the Added Area and in the suburbs. The 
total cost of the force in 1901 was 8’66 lakhs, of which 8*15 laTrlia 
was paid from Imperial ond Provincial revenues, ond the rest by 
local bodies vxd private individuals for services rendered. The 
proportion of police topopulation was 1 to 405 persons and to area 
76 per square mile. Besides ordinary police duties, the Commis- 
moner IS responsible for the working of the Arms Act and the Fiie- 
I^ngade. The latter consists of one chief engineer, 4 engineers one 
Emopean and 4 nafave drivers, 3 firemen, 16 tindals, W thaiasis. 
and 1 m^eotor of warehouses, ^e force is equipped with 6 
steam engines and 6 manual engines, ond is paid Jot psrSy by 
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fees levied ou julo o«d oilier wnrolioiiiM and partly bv carlain 
mumeipfdilioa. 'flio nnralv>r of firOA ropoiied iu 190:1 in Ibe Iowa 
niifl K«]j!irl>i, iHftliidliig: jrmvrnl), w/is 120. of -n'biob 7 only wcnj 
wrioii?. The Tort connuisdoiiore maintain their orni boat? atd 
slnir for flro'4 on ibe river. 

Until lS-15, there tlo« not appear to bavo been any disciplined 
force, (bo only polieo Wing n number of ifitlitriddn and peons 
for night duty, hut in (hnt year (bo tovn ivas divided into 
y polioo divisionn, eaeti containing a police-station with 6 
Rub-fttntions. ^ In 1852 ibo number of diviiiions waa reduced 
to 2, and in 1877 tlio present divjiions and tbilnaa wore 
created. By A et XTII of 1S5G a Commissioner of Police was 
appoint 0 ( 1 , niul in 18CS ibo detoctivo bnin'b was constituted. 
In 1801 the Bubiirban police was made over to tbo Ooiamh* 
aioner’fl coidrol, Bongal Act 31 of iSfifi being passed for the 
purpo.io. Until 1889 tbo Oliairninn of tbo Calcutta Corporation 
Was also Comnusslojicr of Police, but in that vonr tbo appointxaents 
wore separated. 

TliO I’resiib'ncy jail on tbo south of tlio Mnidan contains 
nccommodalion for 70 European anti 1,214 native [iriaoners, the 
ayerago number of prisoners during tbo year 1905 being 1,209. 
Tho eliicC industry is tbo printing of Government forms, and 
tiio printing work done during 10(18 was valued nt 177 Jnkhs; 
ranior industries nro tbo mauufacluro of mu>lnrd oil, wheat 
grinding and carpentry. It is intondod to transfor Ibis jail to 
anotbor silo in AJijinro, where now buildings uvo being orected for 
tlio purpose, Tlicro arc aim a Dislriet and Central jail and a 
Ro^rmatory School at Alijiore, nnd a Criminal Limatie Asylum 
nt Diillunda. 


/OA ^ census of 1901, 24'8 per cent of tlio totnl populnlioa 
(20‘0 males and it'S femnlas) were returned ns literato, I’lio 
peroonlugo for Christians was 75‘9, for Hindus 2G‘5 nnd for 
llnhnmmndanB 18'2. 


. Tho Unn’orsity of Calcutta esoroises, by moans of tho osnmin* 
ntions for its deCTce.s, pnrmnount influonco over English oduia- 
tion (lu'ougbout Bengal. Tho Uiiivorsity building is sitiinled in 
UoUogo Street, nnd it coulnin.s n library adorned with paintings of 
Bomo of the moro famous porsons who bavo boon at various times 
connoolou witli tho Univormty. 

Doin P»sidonoy, tbo 

roCrnir "Ar"’- l^rco Chimeh Institution nnd DulE 

'J’ 

Institution, tho Metropolitan Institution llio Oift T?- 
andBangabasIoollogos for men, and 
Of Uieso thoProsidonoy,lho CkriJ and ?ho ft 
aroOovornmont institutions; tho fiii^vat founded blSsfS 
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the second in 1824; tlia third -was founded in 1849 by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Bethune, and maintained by him till bis death in 
185 1 . It was then maintained by Lord Dalhousio until 1850, and 
from that date by the Q-ovemment. The Doveton oollcge was 
first opened in 1823 for the education of Christian boys under 
the Tinmn of the Parental Academic Institution, but it was subse- 
quently called after Captain J. Doveton, who gave it an cndouTnont 
of 2'3 lakhs. La Martini^re was founded by Ceneral Claud 
'Martin, and was opened in 1836. Bishop’s oollego was founded 
by Bishop Middleton in 1820, and was at first located nt Sibpur 
on the site now occupied by the Civil Engineering college. The 
college of the Scots Church was founded in 1830 and St, Xavier’s 
in 1860. The second grade colleges are the Madrasa, the Albert 
college, the Armenian college and the Church Missionary college. 
The Madrasa (for Muhammadans only) was founded and endowed 
by Warren Hastings in 1781,; in 1873 it received additional funds 
from the Hooghly Muhammadan Educational Endowment, and 
it is also assisted by Government. The Armenian coUego was 
.opened in 1821, and-is managed hy trustees. Tho Sibpur coUoge 
for Engineering (see How hah town) is situated in the Howrah 
District, opposite Xidderpore, and was opened by Government in 
1880. 

Calcutta contains 76 schools teaching up to tho standard for 
the entrance examination of tho TTniversity, and a largo number 
of primary schools. The oldest Christian school is the Calcutta 
Eroe School, which was founded in 1789 from, tho united fimds 
of the Old Coloutta Charity and the Ereo School Society, which 
then amounted to 3 lakhs. 

The Calcutta Medical college is a Government institution, 
which was opened in 1835 and had 519 pupils in 1903-04 ; thero 
are also four private medical schools with 454 pupils. Of tho 
latter the oldest is the Calcutta Medical school to which tho Albert 
Victor Hospital has lately boon attached. 

The two most important hostels under Government manage- 
ment are the Eden Hindu hostel and tho Elliott Madrasa hostel. 
Tho foimei is intended chiefly for tho accommodation of such 
Hindu pupils of the Presidency oollego and of tho Hindu and 
Hare schools os do not live with their parents or guardians ; 
tho latter is for Muhammadans studying at tho Calcutta Madrasa 
who have ift parents or guardians to live with. In 1903-04 the 
number of inmates in tho Eden hostel was 247 and in tho EUiott 
hostel 222. The total emenditure of the former timounted to 
Re. 30,000 and that of the latter, exclusive of messing charges, to 
Es. 4,500. ■ Out of this Government paid Re'. 700 and Es 1 400 
respectively, chiefly for medical attendance and suporintondonce 
The average cost of a student was Es. 10 per month per head iii 
the former and a little over Es.'3 in' tho latter. 
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Tko QoTcmmoat School of Arl nttachcd to the GoTGinnenl 
ArtGalloiy wns attended hy 241 pupils in 1903-04, An nid-d 
iuduntrinl pohool was attended by 47 pupils, and 3 tmsided 
cchools of Alt taught 182 pupils. llcsiuc.<<, thcro were 2 schooh 
for tho blind and a deaf and dninb soliool. Tlicro vim 4 
tmining schools for nii«trcj;so3 in 1900-0), and one normal school 
for tho training of sohool-mn'tors. In addition to the Bethune 
college thoro wero G other higher class fomalo in«titutioas in 
Calouita. 

Tho total number of impils undor inslTUction increased from 
25,124 in IfcSS to 40,724 in 1892-93 and 43,079 in lO'tO-Ol, v)ah 
89,624 boya and 8,277 girls wore at school in 1903-04, being 
rospeotivoly 40'8 and 19'3 iwr cent, of tho number of school-going 
age. Tho nunihcr of cducationol inflilulione, publio and pn«t«, 
in tlml year was 531 including 20 Arts colleges, C9 sccondarj 
eobools, 311 primary schools and 131 other special schools. Tho 
oxpoudiluro on education was 18’00 Inklts, of wliicli C 22 loUis 
was mot from Prorincial funds, Its. 11,000 from municipal 
funds and 8TG lakhs from fees. 

Kew«- Calcutta has four daily nowspapors owned and tdiled by 
Englishmen, vis., tho Engthhimn, tho Indian D,ii>y tho 
«t«, Slafeman and tho Empire, tho latter being on evening newspaper 
which has roooutly _(]006) been started. The uuuibor of otnor 
ioiumals and magnrincs imdcr Kuropcan. managoment is not largo, ' 
but iuoludes ft fortnightly illuBimtcd paper, ft weekly pi>er deal- 
ing with finance and coinmorco, an illuHratcd cnginooring jnuinal 
nnd tliroo weekly jiapora doroted to sport. Other poriodjcals deal 
with roligiouB subfools, the intcrestfi of planters nnd volunteers, 
modioiuo, railways, hortlonllnrc, nnd Utornxy nnd general matters; 
ono of tho latter, tho Qakntfa Jifi-irtr, is an old ostalliiJicd 
publionlion of some roputo. Thoro arc also 0 daily nowspnpeis 
puhliahod in Euglisli, but owned nnd edited by natives, adz., the 
JBcngalec, Amrila Bazar PalrikS, Indian Mirror, Hindoo Patriot (ini 
Bande Malaram. No less than 28 vomnoulnr impers nro published 
in Calcutta, but few of iheso nro daily journals or nro of any great 
importance; tho most influonlial nro tho Hi/aiSdi, iho Basnmlt 
and tho BangabStl, all weekly papers. 

Tho chief hospitnle aro tho Modiool Collogo, Edon, Ezra, 
Syimn Ohnfan Law Eye, Prosidonoy Qonorol, Oampholl, Police, 
Sambhu Nfith Pandit and Dufforin Victoria Ildfpitals, tho 
Mayo Native no-spitnl with 8 disponsavios nnd tho Ohandnoy 
Hospital attached to it, und tho Kiddorporo Mnnioipal niid 
Dookyord DiroonsonOa. Of Iheso, tho Dufforin Victoria Hos- 
pitnl and tho Eden Hospital aro for women only. Tho Medical 
College Hospital was originally started in 1838 with only 30 beds. 
It was very largely attended and, tho acoommodalion havinir soon 
been found quite insuflioiont, an onlnrgod building was opened on 
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the present site in 1852. The Eden or lying-in Hospital, the 
Ezra Hospital for Je\?s and the Eye Infirmary we subsequently 
added to it. The Presidency General Hospital for Europeans 
dates from about the middle of flie 18th century. The central 
block was porohosed by Government in 1768, and two u’ings were 
added in 1796. The foundation-stone of a new block was laid in 
1898. This is one of the best ho^itals in India; it contains 
accommodation for 233 patients, and has been provided with 
all modem requirements and conveniences. The Campbell 
Hospital, started in 1867, is the largest hospit al in India and has 
accommodation for 762 patients. The Police Hospital with a 
capacity of 211 beds was opened in 1866 for the treatment of the 
members of the Calcutta police. The Mayo Native Hospital, the 
successor of the old Chandney Hospital, contains 106 beds and 
was opened in 1874. The number of patients treated iu these 
institutions during the year 1903 was 274,000, of whom 25,000 
were in-door and 248,000 out-door patients. Of these 1(>3,000 
were men, 51,000 women and' 59,000 children. These oharitics 
are mainly dependent on Government for their support. In 
1903, out of a total income of 9*15 lakhs Government gave 
6‘89 lakhs ; 1 lakh was supplied hrom local funds ; the Corpora- 
tion contributed Bs. 46,000 ; interest on investments amotmtod 
to Bs. 26,000 ; while only Be. 7,000 was subscribed, the balanco 
being made up from fees from paying patients. There are also 
two Lunatic Asylums entirely under Government control, while 
a Lraer Asylum has lately been erected. 

■vaccination is oompmsory, and is controlled by the Health Vnccins. 
department of the Corporation. In 1903-04, 22,492 persons were tion. 
vaccinated. 

[Census Beports ; B. H. Busteod, Bchm from Old Calcutta, 
Calcutta, 1888; B.B. Hyde, Parochial Annals of Bengal, Calcutta, 

1901 ; A. K. Bay, Ehiory of Calcutta, Calcutta, 1902 ; S. 0. Hill, 

Bengal in 1756-57, 1905; C. B. "Wilson, Old Fort William in 
Bengal, 1906.^ 

Nadia District.— District in the Presidency Division, Bengal. Baun. 
lying between 22° 63' and 21° 11' N., and 88° 9' and 89° 22' E.| 
with an area of 2,793 square miles. It is bounded on the wert 
by the Bhfigirathi, or Hooghly river; and on the south by therWor 
l^-Parganas ; on the north the Jolangi river separates it from Mur- •yitoa. 
shidabad and the Pndma or Ganges river from Bajshahi and Pabna • 
the Earidpur and Jessore Districts form the eastern boundary. * 

Nadia is situated at the head of the Gongetio delta ' and 
its alluvial surface, though still liable in ports to inundation has 
been raised by ancient deposits of silt above the normal flood- 
level; its soil is agriculturally classed as highland, and bears 
cold-weather crops as well as rice. The rivers have now oonsod 
their work of land-making and are beginning to silt up The 
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general n'-poct i't lltnt of n va*-! level alluvial plain, dolted-srilli 
village.^ nud oltieiera of tree-?, and intoreeotod by naraerom 
rivor-<, bnok-wator?, minor ftieaint and htvampv. In tho vvesf of 
llio DiHlriot ii tho ICfilnntar. a low-lying (raet of black clay 
Boil wliioli blxolchoj from tho adjoining part of ITurfihidabvJ 
Ihrougli tho Kfilignnj and Tehfttn Ihtinaa. 

Along tho northern boundary flows tho tvido ftrcamotUic 
Padma 'I’liis it now tho main channel of tho Ganges, wliH 
has (akon tlii*. courso in conipar.ilivoly tefciit tinjea; it oiiginally 
flowed down tho Bh^glrathi, itill tho bacrctl river in the , 
csfiinafion of llindiic, and it nfti-rmsrds prolwbly followed in 
turn tho course of tho Julangi and th>' Alatabhitaga l«fore it 
ovenlunlly took its jneent direclion, flowing almost duo east 
to inc^'t tho Bwliraaptttra ne.ir Goahiudo. 'J’li'’ rivers which 
i lit oracot the Difilricl are thus either old hoi? of (ho Ganges or 
earlier slronnis, like tho Bhaimb, which carried the ilraiuttgo of 
the Darjeeling Dinwlayn? dirett to tho aca before tho PiidniS 
broko onstwards and cut them in halve?. Tho whole District i? 
a network of morihnnd rivers and slream?, but tho BnAoinvTni, 
tho JAt,ANGi and tho Mvtahhaxoa iiro the three which nio 
called distinotively tho “N.wia llivrn?.” Tho Jalangi flows past 
tho hoad-qunrtor? station of Kri-'hnngar, and fall? into the 
Bhrigiuithi opposito the old town of Xndi'i. It? chief distributary 
ih tho Bltnirnu. Tho Mdt^bhfiugn, attor throwing off tho Paugan, 
tho Kuinilr and tho Kabadak, fiifurcalos near Jiirishnaganj into 
tho Churui and loh'imati, and thorcaftor loses its own name, 
Mnr?lic? abound. 

Tho surface consigle of aandy clay and snud along tho coune 
of tho rivors, and fine silt consolidating into clay in tho flutter 
paiia of tho river plain. 

Tho swamps afford a foothold for niimoron? nnarsh ?l'oo«, 
while llio ponds and ditches nro filled wdtli Bubmorgod and float- 
ing wator-planl?. Tho edges of uluggiih oroeka are lined srilh 
largo sed^os and hulnishcs, and tho bank? of livers have n liedge- 
like shriio junglo. Deseitod or uncultivated homostond lands 
nro densely oovorod with village shrubborios of soini-spontauemis 
fcpooio^, iutorsper-ed with clumps of planted bamboos and grove? 
of /treca, Moringa, JUaur/tfera and Aiimn, mid tlio slo].K;.s of 
ombmikiuonts nro oft^’n well wooded. 

Wild hogs aro plentiful, and snipe abound iw tho swamps. 
Tlioro nro still n fow loqranls, and wild duck nro found in tio ' 
jfiik near tho Fadnifi. Snakes tiro comnion and account for .«eJUO 
400 deaths iiununlly ; about 90 more nro caused by wild animal?, 
ohmfly jackals, wliich carry off young obildron. 

, . is TO® and it range? 

bclivoon 69 and 88». Tho menu minimum vnrio? from 62Mn 
J.?nuavy to TO" in Juno, nml the moan .maximum from 77^ in 
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December to 97° in May. The average humidity ifl 79 per 
cent, of saturation, vaiyiim from 71 per cent, in Mardh to 
87 per cent, in August. Ifhe average rainfall is 67 inches, of 
•whiSi 6’5 in^es M in May, 9*7 in June, 10’5 in July, 
11 ‘3 in August, 8*1 in September and 4*1 in October. 
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Moods occur fr^uently and cause much damage, the area 
d^y liable to injury being a bw-lying strip of laiid, about 

Tm^A n BAn4*l« AAvtABe 
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10 miles vnde, running in a soutb-ea^rlj direetion acroBS the 
centre of the District. It is said that this u swept by the floods 
of the Bh&giratbi, whenever the great Lolitakuri embanhment 
in the Mur^dSbad District gives way, but it is on record that 
the breaking of this embankment bos not always been followed 

a rise of the flood-level in Nadia. 

The town of Nadi& or Nabadwif (meaning now island), from Etstoiy. 
which the District takes its name, has a very ancient history, and 
about the time of William the Conqueror the oapitd of the Son 
kings of Bengal was transfened mther from Gaur. In 1203 
Lakshman Sen, the last of the dynasty, was overthrown by 
the Muhammadan freebooter Muhammad-i-Ba'thtyar Kbilji, who 
took the oapitol by surprise and subsequently conquered tbe 
greater part of Bengal proper. No reliablo information is on 
record about tbe District until 1582, when the greater part of 
it was included at Todar Mai’s sottlemont in sarkar Sitgaon, so 
called from the old trade emporium of that name, near tbe 
mod^ town of Hooghly.^ At that time it was thinly inhabited, 
but its pandits were oonspionous for tiunr learning. The present 
Mobaraja of Nadia is a Brahman and has no connection with 
Lak shm a n Sen’s dynasty ; his family, however, claims to be of 
great antiquity and snuotity, and fcroces its descent in a direct 
line from Bhnttanarayan, the chief of tho five Brfihmans who 
were imported from Kanauj, in the ninth century hy Adisur, THng 
of Bengal At the end of the 16th century a Raja of thm 
fanuly assisted tho Mughal general, Man Singh, in expedition 
agomst P mt&padityg, tho re bellious B&ja of Jessore. and 
Bubsequentiy obtained a grant '(£l4r parmSTSoh JaMngir ' 
as a rewwd for his services. Tho family appears to have 
Ttk its power and influence in the middle 

®*j Krishna Chandra took the 

campaign and received from 
rS® Rajoudra Bahadur and a present of 13 guns 

which arc still to he seen in the palaol 

rinW ®®°"® tSo indigo Indigo 

nofaoUSGOwhi^ occasioned so much exoitemont throughout 

5.®?f P'JP®'* land-owners had always been jealous 

of the influence of the European planters, but the real cause of 
the outbreak was the fact that the oultivatois realised that at 
the puces thou niling it would pay thorn bettor to growSeeS 
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and ccrcalfl than indigo. Tlieir disoonlont wns fanned by 
interested ogitalora, and at last tlicy refused to grow indigo. [Cho 
endeavours mndobyiho planters to compel them to do eo led 
- to 'fiorions rioting, widen was not ■snppres'nd until Iho troops 
were colled out. A coinndsrion was appointed to enquire into 
the relations between tho planters and the cnllivators, and raaltow 
gradually' settled down, but a fatal blow bad been dealt to 
indigo eultivation in the District, from wbirh it never altogolhor. 
xeeoverjpd. A number of factories aiirvived tho agitation, and 
some still continuo to work, but tho compotilion of ej-nthotio indigo 
has reduced tho prico of Iho natuml dye to such an extent .that 
tho proprietors nro finding it moro profitablo to_ give np indigo 
and to mnuaM tlioir estates as ordinary tamindaris. 

Tho Tlie popiuntiou of tho present area increased from l,o00,!197 

peoj)!®- ■ in 1872 to 1,0C2,795 in 2881. Since that dale it has -been 
fdmost slationarj’, having fallen to 1,614,108 in 1891, and 
risen again to 1,607,491 in 1901. From 1.857 to 1864 thoDidrict 
was scourged by llm “Nadia fever,” wliicb caused a fearful 
mortality, cspoma'Uy in the old junglo-sunoundcd and tank- 
infested villages d{ tbo Jlantigbat sub-dhTsion. Q’here are no 
stalistios to show tho nolnal loss of life, hut it is knonm tlrnl in 
Bomo ratla whole viUngos woro dopopulnted. There was a re* 
crudc.sconco of tho' disease in 1881-80, xvliicli caused tho loss 
of population recorded at tho eensus.of 1891. Nadia is stDl 
ono of tho most unhealthy parts of Bengal, and in 1902 tho 
doaflis osoribed to fovors amounted to no less tlmn 4l per 
millo of tho po])nIntion. In 1881 a Special Commission osoribed 
tho ropoated outbreaks of malaria to tho silting up of tho rivers, 
which had bocomo “obaina of slngnant pools and hot- beds of 
pestilcuco in Iho dry season.” Fovews accounted for no less than 
82 per cent, of, tho deaths in 1001, ns compared with tho l^rin- 
cial, avomgo of 70 per cent. Gliolcra comes next and is res- 
ponsiblo for 4 pqr coni, of tho mortality. . , _ 

Tho principal statistics of tho census of 1001 aro cdiibited 
below 
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The ._prin{apal 'tp,wn8 , are KaisHNAG,AB, the head-quarters, 
SahiipjiH, ,'Jj^AB^wip ,pr Na^a, i^anaghat .',and 

Meh^rhub^ ,Tlje,.KuBhtia suli-diy^ph is t,]by the.nigst 
popiflous porHon. of 'the, Dwtriof The loiWf.dgnBityj plspwbere 
is . due to tlie .eijting ,iip.’6f ^the livOT, .urHeh.has •o^)st]raoted 
the.toinage,aud • cauBed long-oontiaued .unhedthiness. ,The 
soil also has, lost much;. pf’ its .fOTSlity, now.that'itia.no.longer 
er^phed, , by /annual' depodte^of silt. .The material, oqndition 
of ihe District is less eatisfactoiy than that of itB.neig]ibourB, 
and it .loses 65.0U0 .pmons by inigration, ,c)nefly .to the 
' neighbouring .DismctB and to Oalmitta. P,^nng to thia cause 
the.ypistiiet contains .1,015 females to .eyery .1,000 males. 

The prevalent , language is Bengali, .which is ,rooken ijrith 
remaiKable purity by .the educuited olaases. Muhammadans 
nmhber 982,987 or 59 per. cent, of .Ihe.population, and !E[iqidus 
676,391 or 40*6 per cent.; the preponderance of .the .former ..is 
most marked in the extern, part of, tire District and.espppially 
intheKushtia subdivision. It is a ourious oirdmnBtanc.e;that 
whereas Mdiammaidans form the ihajoniy .of the, whole, p,opuk- 
tion, they , are in a very considerable minority in the tp’ras, 
wbefo they ody fonn 26*3 per cent, of tjie population. ,Of 
the Muhammadans large nmnbers .belong/ioithe puritanio- sect 
of ,E.axaas or WaMhis, ,,and the |anano' leader, ,Tituj,-Mian, 
an .account of .whose, rebellion in ,ib31 be.fqnnd .in,.the 
artide on .the, 24 -P.abganas, re,oruited many ,of,lus,i,ollojv;er8*m 
■ Nadia. < 

The Kaiharttas (111,000), the great race caste, of Midnaporo, Th* 
are by. far the most numerous caste m the District, andti^ey^are®"*" 
fdUdwed by the Goalas (cowherds) who number 71,0.00. . The 
Brahmans (47,000) are to a great extent the. .descendants of 
settlers in the time.,of the Seii hii^. Ned in numerioal importance 
come .the low-caste Bagdis, ..l^chis, and.. Ohand&ls. jK&yastbs 
number 31,000, ^and .there ..ore ,»*6,p()0 .Malos.or boafapen. 

Of every 100 persons iii .tlje Di^ct, ,'66, are* engaged .in 
ngricultiie, 16, in industry, 1 in .cqnugerpej aqd ,2 jm.pne.or 
other. of the proie8sipnB,,.,and ,17, oh, .general .labour.. .This 
.D.iBtriot was .the birth-place, -in I486, of, the great rehgious refo^er 
’Ohaitanya.who'fsunded the inodern;Yoi?hpava„Veot of.Jlpngal. 

He vfos opposed td oas^' distino5liiqiM,,^dtnyQighed against anunol 
sacrifices and the use of animal,fgod'Md._Btimid)mt8,.and,tfiught 
that the.truo rpa.d to .^vation lay or devotion to ^od. 

A favourite ifoim of jorship^th'lthis ..seot is thq or 

hyrmn-singirig procession, wlwh has gained, greatly in popnlcrity 
rftete. years. The -town|bf'eantipur,;ih .the, Epnaghat'anh- 
divisrop, 18 .held ,saor.ed V:ds "jthe -jesidepce ,of the, desoend- 
'9n6„of.'.thV-;fc\^o first, disdpleq, of Obaitanya. 
Most of his followers, whileiitooeptingJiiB rpligious views, jinaiptein 
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tlioir original costo (llBlmctlons, but a emnll minority abon* 
doned thorn and agreed to admit to their community rocruits 
from nil castes and religions. These persons aro known as 
Unishnahs or BnirSgis. At tho present day most of tiieir now 
adhoronts join them because they have been turned Out of their 
own castes, or on account of love intrigues orotlior sordid motives, 
and they hold n very low position in popular estimation. A large 
proportion of the men live by boggmg, and many of tho women 
by prostitution. 

Among tho latter-day offshoota of Olmitnnya’s tcachmg, one 
of tho most interesting is tho sect of Knrlfihhajfis, tlio worshippers 
of Iho Knrta or headman. Tho founder of tho sect was a Sndgop 
by casto, named Riim Saran l*al, generally known os Karla Bub^, 
who was born about two centuries ago near OhiUedaha in fiiis 
District, and died at Oho<>hparA. This scot accopts recruits of oil 
castes and religions, and its votaries assemhlo poriodicnlly at 
Ghoshpara to pay homage to tholr spiritual head. 

Christians nund or 8,0D1, of whom 7,912 arc notives. Tho 
Church of England 'possesses 5,83G adlicrcnts, and the Eoman 
Catholic Clum-h 2,172. Tlio Church Missionary Society com- 
menced work in 1831, rind has 13 centres presided over by nativo 
clergy or catechists, nnd^ siiperiiitcnded oy C or 7 Europeans. 
Tho ilonuin Catholic hlission wn.s establiEhed in 1855, and Arisli- 
iingar is now tho hoed-qunrlers of the dioooso of Central Bengal. 
In 1877 thoro woa a schism among tho adherents of tho Church 
lEssionary Society, and a number oi them went over to tho Church 
of Itomo. Tho Clittroli of England Zananu Mission works at 
Kuisunaoau nnd at Eatanpiir, and a Medical Mission at 
Eanaoiiat. 

We httvo already seen that Nndifi is not a fertile District. In 
most parts tho soil is sandy, nnd will not retain tho water ueces- 
80 ^ ior tho cuUivalion of winter rice, which is grown only in tho 
Eumnlar and parts of tho Katshiia sub'division, and occupies hut 
ouc-niuth of luo gross cropped nroa. Tho land has often to bo 
loft fallow to oniihlo it to recover some degroo of fertility. A very 
largo numhor of tho cultivators aro more tonants-al-will nnd have 
littlo inducement to improve their lands, nnd tho repeated out- 
hreaks of malaria have deprived Ihora of vitality ond energy. The 
dead level of tho surface aSordi litflo opportunity for irrigation, 
which is rarely ntloraptod. Tho total area tmder oidtivation in 
1003-01 was 901 s^uoro miles, (ho land classed as oulturahlo waste 
amoimting to 644 smiaro rafles. Soparnto statistics for tho sub- 
divisions nxo not availahlo. 


The staple crop is rice, grown on 776 smiaro miles, or 86 
per cent, of tho not oropped area. Tho autumn crop is tho most 
imporlajit; it oooupics about G07 square miles and is usually 
reaped in August nud Septombor, but there is a late vnxioly which 
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is liarvcsicd about Ivo months later. Tlic winlor oroi) is reaped in 
DeccmlMr, and the spring rice in March or April. The winter 
and spring crops are transplontcd, but Uio-nutiinm rieo is generally 
sown broadcast. After rice, the most important crops are grnm 
and other pukes, linseed, jute, rape and muBtard, •n-hcat, indigo 
and simorcano. The cultivation of indigo is contiacling, and only 
0,300 acres wero sown in 190?-Oi. After the autumn rice 
is harvested, cold-wcathcr crops of pulses, oilseeds and wheal are 
grown on the same fields, and 79 per cent, of the cultivated 
area grows two crops. Tlio rice grown in the Di.siricl is 
insufficient to Ritisfy tho local demand. In tome parts, espe- 
cially in tho Eub-division of Cliu&dSnga, tho cultivation of chillies - 
{Capwtim /nilfscais) and turmeric forms an important fe.alurc 
in tho rural industry, and tho peasant relics upon it to pay 
his rent. 

Cultivation is oxlcnding, but no improvement has taken plncc in Improte* 
agricultural metbods. The manuring practise*! Ls iiiSHfilcient 
restore totbo soil wliot tho crops lake Irom it, and itk flc.idily (li'ni 
dcloriorating. Very little advaiifago has bewi taken of the Land jiraeWsf. 
Improvements and Agriculturists’ Loans Acts, 

Thclocil tattle are very infcriori tlie pasturage is bad, and noCstttc. 
care is falcon to improve the breeds by seh-ctiou or otbenviso. 

Sinlipnr was once famous for its weavers, and in tho begitining Arts m U 
of the I9lh century the agent of the Ea-st India Company used to 
puToliBso maslins to tbp annual value of .£lfiQ,0p0. The industry, 
however, has almost died out. Very lilllo muslin is now exported, 
and even the wo.aring of ordinary cotton cloth is on tho doclind. 
Sugar-refining by European methods has proved unsHcco'-'ful, 
but there are Eovcrnl datc-.sugar refineries in native bauds nf 
Siiutipur, Munsliigani and Alamdfingn. Brass-ware is niamifao- 
timed, particularly at Nndift and Mcherirar, and day figures are 
mouldw at Krislmogar ; the latter find a ready rnlo outside tho 
Dkfrict and bavo met with rooogniliou at c.\hibition8 abroad. 

There is a factory at Kushtia under European ninnogcmout for 
the manufacture of sugarenno mills. 

Otring to its numerous waterways, tho Bislriol is very favour- Cmnn-fTfe. 
ably situated for trade. Moreovor tho Eastern Bengal State 
llnilway runs tlirough it for a distance of nearly 1 00 milw. Gram, 
pukes, jute, linsoGa and chillies are exporfod to Oalctitfa, and 
sugar to Eastern Bengal. Cool is imported from Burdwfin and 
Manbhum, salt, oil and piece-goods from Calcutta, and rico and 
paddy from Burdwan, Duiftjpnr, Bogia nnd Jes-mro, 

(The chief railway trade centres are Clmftdfingn, BaguH, 
Bannghfit, Dfimukdia nnd Porfidoha, and tlioBC of river tniflic! 
Nobadwip on tho Bhnglrathi, Sfintipur and Chfikdalia on flie 
Tlooghly, Karimpur, Andtilio, Krishnagnr and Swnriipgnni on tho 
Jalangi, Hanskhfili on tho ChumI, Boalia and ICnshiuiganj on 
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thoTUfttfibliitigA, NonSgaftj on Iho IdiSntoli, Alamdiinfia on tk 
F&ng&a, and Knalitin, Kurn5fkltAU nnd lOioTts^ oh the Qaihl’ 
About 38 fairs uto bold yearly. Most of tboni, ho^i^cvbr, tte 
religious gutliorings; ibo nest attcuded ai^o the fairs Isold at 
Nndiain Fdbruniy nud Koveniber, nt Siutiput in ^fovombor, ftt 
Kulia in January, nnd nt Gboshpara in MnrOh. 

The Eastern Ucngal Stale Ituilnny (broad gaugol pas'W 
•through tho Ehtriol froih EniJobraparfl on tlio Foutiicrn, to 
Dfim&dia on the norlheni, boundary, and a branch rims c-ljt 
from Porndalin, through Kushtia, to Goalundo in tho Fniidpur 
Eisliict. Tho eoiitral smilion oi tho same railivoy rune from 
lUbfigliftt caafnanls to Jp«eorc, nnd a lightrAilifily {2'G^gaugS) 
runs trom Rfinfl^At to ICrishnagar nh Sanlipiir. A now linS is 
being constructed fioiii lianAghilf to llurslndfiofid. 

'I'ho Districl boiiid maiutnins 803 miles of roods, in addition 
to 62(5 miles of villago track. Of the ro.ad3, 107 mileS aw 
metalled, including tho roads from KrMinnglir to Engulfi and 
Rftnflghnt, from Meherinir to (Jlmftdniiga, and eevtuid others 
Thich servo ns foodoih to the railway. Of tho Unmotalled rohds 
Uio most importont is tho road from Barfi'^nt in tho Sf-rargaiins 
throngli llfinfighat and EriFhnagar to Plaseoy in tho noitli*\Ti.sl 
corner of tho iJistriot. 

All tho rivow uro uavigoblo in tho rainy season by boats of 
largo burthem, but in tho Jiy Bcuson limy dwindle to shallow 
stronms nnd nro obstruclod by tand-bonks and bus. Beioro the 
ora of railways tho Eawa IIivchs nffouled Iho regular meins 
of oommuuicatiiin between (ho uppor valley of tho Ganges and tho 
ren«hoanl, and elahomto mois\ut'< aro still adopted to keep their 
rhatinels open. Steamers plj daily holwcwi Calcutta and Kalnn 
o'fl S&ntipur, and on nllcrunto days, during tho ittiu<t, hclMKU 
Eulnn and Muinhidahad r/o Nakldwip. NumorOiis steamers past 
up and down tho Padm&, and a steam ferry crosses that rivor iroin 
ifnshlia to I’Ahna. 

Nadia sdfFcitd severely in tho great fnmino of 1772. Tho 
worst famines of recent times vroro thoio of l8t)U and 1890. , On 
the former occasion relief from Govonitoenl nnd private funds 
wto^ nooeSsiiiy fro'ra Apiil to October; 001,000 permits worO 
gratuitously lolievcdl nnd 387,000 wero employed on loliof wbrks. 
The fhniiho of 1890 nffeoled about two*filths of tho District 
including tho Kfilflnlnr, tho Arohoipur stib-diWsion and Hio Urc<itcm 
portions of tho Kushtia 'dnd OhUfianugn sub-divisions. Tho grant 
of relief continued frOiU Novoinbor 1896 until Soptomhor 1897, 
00 total oxpohdilu're from puhlio funds hoing- Gi lakhs. Tho 
^ly average number of persons omployod on I'Oliof works was 
8,013. In July 1897 tho nverago rose to 25,600 portotte', nnd 
graturioub’ relief Was afforded daily to an averkgo of 88,000 
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For general administratiTe purposes Nadia is divided into 5 District 
sul)-diyisionB Tvitii head^quarters at KbishhagaKj KdsHTiA/EANA- 8»i>-divl- 
GHAT, Mehbepdr and Uhvadanga. The District Magistrate 
assisted at head-qaarters by a staff of 5 Deputy Mogisirate- 
GoUeotors, one of 'whom is solely employed on land acquisition 
work. The Meherpur sub-di'vision is in charge of an Assistant 
Magistrate-Collector, while the other sub-divisional officers are| 

Deputy Magistrate-OoUeotors. 

For the disposal of civil work the staff subordinate to theOWlMwi 
District and Sessions Judge consists of a Sub-Judge Wd 2 
Munsifs at Krishnagar, 2 Munsifs at Fiushtia and one each at ^ 
Meherpur, Chuadanga and Banaghat. The stipendiary criminal 
courts ore those m the District and Sessions Judge, the 
District Magistrate, 4 deputy magistrates at Eri^agor, and 
the sub-dirisional officers in the o&er sub-divisionB. No class 
of crime is now speoialLy prevalent, but at the beginning of ^ 
the. 1 9th oentuiy the Distnot ivas notorious for ^coity and" 
rioting. 

The current land revenue demand .for 1903-04 was 9*1 lakhs Lead 
due from 2,492 estates. Of these 2,216 'with a revenue of 8*14 revenu*. 
lakhs ore permanently settled, 246^ estates paying Es. 73,000 ore 
temporarily settled, and 30 estates paying 22,000 are managed 
direct by the Oollector. in addition, there are 299 revenue-ireo 
estates and, 9,169 rent-free lands, which pay road and public 
works cesses. The gross rental of the District has been returned 
'by the proprietors and tenure-holders at 34 lakhs, and of this 
sum the Government revenue demand represents' l26*7 per cent. 

The incidence of the land revenue is E. 0-15-3 per acre on the 
cultivated area. 

The utbandi tenure is not peculiar to Nadia, but is especially 
common in this District, where about 65 per cent, of the cultivated 
land is held under it. The tenant pays rent only for &elanil 
he cultivates each year, and he cannot acquire occupancy rigTifn 
unless he tflls the same land for twelve 'years consecutively, 
which in fact he rarely does._ Meanwlffie the landlord can raise 
the rent at his pleasure, and if the tenant refuses to pay, he can 
be ejected. T^ tenure deprives the tenant of any mcentive 'to 
improve his lands, and at the. same time enedurages' rack- 
renting/ It appears, however, to be gradually' giving •^ay to 
the ordiimry system. "Where the tenants have occupancy rights 
the rent "of rice land ranges from K. 1-4 to Ek 4-8' an acre; 
garden land is rented at about Its. 11 an acre, and In-ud under 
special crops, ^ such as chillies and .sugarcane, at Rs. 7^8 or 
evea more. Lands leased, imder the uibandi ’system pay 
rents, as much as Es. 12 . to ^Es. 23 being paid per acre as 
compared with E. 1 to Es. 2-9 for sii^ lands held on long 
leases, ' ® 
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'I'lio follo^nng iftijlc rFiows Hie coUcdionsof laud revcnnoandol 
tolnl rotonuo, under the prinapnl honds, in thmisandfl of rupees;— 
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lioal Outsido the 0 fow-nn ■which enjoy municipal govominonij local 
anil muni* ftffoirB nro managed hy n District hoard with 5 eub-divisional' 

_ local hoards. Tho income of tho District hoard in 19034I 
wflsEfi. 1,89,000, of wliioh Bs 90,000 was derived from rate, and 
tho oxpendituro wn.s Es. 1,42,000, including Es. 74,000 spent on 
civil worhs and Es. 42,000 on education. 

Police anti Tlio District contains 21 poh'cc-staf ions nnd 13 ontpasts. In 
jalli. 1903 tho force nt tho disposal of tho District Snporinlcndcnt 
consiated of 6 inspectors, 48 sub-inspectors, 47 hood-constahlcs 
and 027 constables, maintained nt n cost of Es. 1,38,000. There 
is one poUcemnn to ovorj* 0*4 square miles nnd to 3,231 persons, 
ft much larger proportion than tho aveyngo for the whole of 
Ecngnl. Besides this, there ore 3,090 villngo chmikiiidn imdcr 
317 dafftiUn. 

Tho District jail_ nt &ishnngar has accommodation for 216 
prisoners, nnd subsidiary jails nt e,ach of tho other Eub-diviBionah 
boad-quortore for 61, 

EdncniioD. Nftdia, in spite of its proximity to Cnlcnttn, is not specially 
Tomnrhnblo for tlio diffusion of the mdimonfs of learning. In 
1901 the proportion of litcrato persons was 5‘C per cent. {10'4 
males nnd 0-9 females). Tho total number of pupils nndw 
instruction increased from about 20,000 in 1883 to 29.304 in 
1802-93 and 31,102 in 1900-01, wHlo 81,573 boys and 3,442 
girls wore at school in 1903-04, hoing respeolivoly 25'4 nnd 2'7 
per cent, of tlio numher of soliool-going ngo. Tho number of 
educational institutions, public and private, m 1903-04 was 1,026, 
including an Aits collcgo, 90 secondary sohools, 887 primary 
schools ond 48 other spooial schools. Tlio oxpendmtro on edura- 
iion was 3-20 lohhs, of which Es. 62,000 was mot from I^vincisl 
funds, Eb. 40,000 from District funds, Bs. 3,000 from mnnidptd 
funds and 1’37 Inkhs from focs,^ Nndio has olwn 3’8 boon famous 
as a homo of Sanskrit looming, and its ioh, or indigenous 
Sanskrit schools, dosorvo special mention. In those Bmriti (Hindu 
Booial nnd religious low) and Ny&ya (logio) nro taught, many of 
tho pupils being attraotod^ from considerable distances by the 
fomo of tbcBO ancient institutions. A valuable report on these ' 
iok, by tho Inle Professor E.B. CowoU (Calcutta, 1807), contains 
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ti full account of llio sohooH llio manner of life of the pupils 
and ilio works siudied. Most of llio toh nro in^ tlio town of 
Nnliadwip, Imt llioro nro ft few also in llio surrounding villugM. 

In 19l'3 tho Wsfrict coutninod 13 dLspenrarics, of which 7 SWIral. 
had acconunodntion for C2 in-door patients. Tho cases of 66,000 
out-patients and 646 in-pniieiits were lrc.atcd during tho year, 
and 2.700 operations wero performed. Tho rspendituro was 
I?p. 21,000, of which Es. 6,000 was met by Govemment con- 
tributions, its. 3,000 from lotsl and Rs. 10,000 from municipal 
funds, and Rs. 1,930 from snbscriptions. In addition, thoZaniinft 
Mission maintains a hospital and 3 dispensaries, and largo num- 
bers of patients arc treated by tho doctors of tho llfinfighfit Medical 
MLccion. 


Vaccination is compulsory only within municipal areas. It Vncttwi* 

docs not appear that much progrc'shai been made of late years; Oon. 

60,000 jMirsons or 32 per mille of tbo uliolc population wero 
EHece«sfn11y vneoinafed in 1903-04. 

[SirW. W. Ilunter's StatUiical Account of JJeuguI, vol. ii; 

876, Fever Commission’s Report, Calcutta. 1881.1 


jw., ana oo* a ana oar w Jfi., mtli an nrcaoi sTiuaro 
miles. Tho snb-divimon consists of ft wide nlluvinl plain, boundwl 
on tho west hj' tho Bh&giratlii and intcrsccti^ by tho Jnlnnpl which 
flows past tho hoad-quorters station and then joins Uio lihfigimtlij. 
Tho ponulation incrcMcd from 349,007 in 1891 to 361,333 in 
1901,^ tho density being 616 persons to tbo rquaro milo. Tho 
6nh-divi«ion contains 2 towns, Khibhnaoar (population 24,647), 
tho head-quarters of Iho District and of tho sul>*division, and 
Nauadwip (10,880) and 740 villages. Tho famous battlo-field of 
l*i.Assnv lies at tho oxtromo north of tho eub4ivision. 

RSnflghut Snh-division. — Southern sub-dirision of tho Nadiit 
District, Bengal, situated helwcon 22’ 63' and 23® 20' N., and 
88® 20' and 88® 45' E., wiUi an area of 427 square miles. Tho 
Buh-divisiott is a ddfaio tract, funded on tho south-west by tho 
Bbfigimthi ; it contains muon jnnglo and nnmorouB marshes and 
haelrwaters, and tho whole tract is malarious and unhealthy. Tlio 
popnhxHon declined from 230,030 in 1891 to 217,077 in 1901, tho 
density in Iho Jnltor year being 608 porsons to tho square milo ; 
tho decrease amounting to 6'63 per cent, was duo to tho provaloneo 
of molarial nffcclions. Tho sub*diviston contains 4 towns, Rana- 
OHAT (population 8,744), tho head-qunriora, Santipuh (26,898), 
CiiAKDAJiA (5^82) and BinsAOAn (3,124) and 6C8 villages. 

onb-division. — ■Nortli-ensfern sub-division of tho 
Bengal, Ijsng between 23® 42' and 24® 9' N.. 
and 88 44'_ and 89 22' E,, with an area 690 fqtiaro miles, 
xho sub-division ts a wjdo alluvial plain of great fertility, tlio 
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Bortliorn Iwundnty of wliWi is formed LjOic rndm>i, Ti^the 
Mfitubli&nmi bound*! it on tbo touih-wc<!t. The populftfioji was 
480, 3CS in 1901, «■» compued with *182,927 in 1891; this is 
by far lln' mo*!! popiilott*! part of tbo Uiatrjct, tbo, density kmg 
816 i»oreons to tbo squiito wile. The Bub-division. conlnins 2 
lomis, ICu^llIr\ (population 0,330), its bcad-qumtors, and 
Komaukuam (4,58.i) and 1,011 \-illng0'». 

Mohorptir Snb'division — Xortbern sub-division of the Xadia 
BLstciet, fiongal, lying between 23’ 36' ond 2'!® 11' N., and 
88’ 18' n!jd 88® 53' E., witli an area of 032 square miles. ' The 
F(ib*dhision * is a dcltaie Irant, bounded on the north hy {ho 
Jftlaugi; a eousidorahle jwrfiou of the area conasts of a low- 
hiiig iniol of blaolc eln}' soil. The population inercased from 
330,716 in 18!)1 to 318,121 in HHH, the density in the latter 
year hoing 551 persons to tho square wile. 'I’ho snb-divBion 
contains the town of Mv,iir.Rrun (population 6,760), tlio head- 
quarters, and G07 villages. 
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coufa.st8 of a ilat wido-Hpread plain inlorsectcd^ by unmeroua 
stroams, wluoli liavo now in many instances silted up. Tho 
population ineroascil from 2 15, -122 in 1891 to 251,539 in 1001, 
tho density in tho latter year Iwing 5S3 persons to the square 
niUo. 'I'ho Hub-divisiou contains 186 villn^s, Ouu.inANOA being 
its Jiond-quarlors. , , , ' 

Birnagar (or Ula.)— 'rown in tho Rannghiit suh-division, 
Nadift Diblriof, Bougul, situated in 23® 15' N. nnd88®3i'E. 
Population (1901) 3,121. Bimngnr was consfitutod a nmnicipahty 
in 1809. Tiio ovorago iucomo for the doondo ending iii 1901-02 
was Bs. 3,700, and tho oxpoudituro lls. 2,900. The income in 
1903-04 was Es. 3,400 mainly from a tax on persons (or property 
tax), end the expenditure was Es. 2,400. 

Chakdaha.— Town in tlioJlanAghal, sab-division, Nadia Bis- 
triot, Bengal, situated in 23® 6' N. and 88* 38' B. on the loft 
bank of tho Hooghly river. Population (1901 ) 6,482. Ohakdolia 
was oonstitntod a municipality in 1686. Tho average income 
and oxpondituro for tho doc.ido ending in 1901-02 wore Ks. 3,800, 
Tho inoomo in 1903-04, was Es 8,900, mainly derived from a 
tax on poisons (or property tax), and tho ospondituro was 
Es. 4,800, Ohakdaha is a centre of tho jiito trade, bat a ohango 
in tho eourso of tlio rivor lias greaUy rodueod its importanoo. Xt 
was near this place that Karia Baba, tho founder of tho Bnrtfibhaja 
sect, was horn. 

Cbnadanga Villago,— Ilcad-quartors of tbo suh-division of 
tho samo name, Na^a JJiafenot, Bengal, rituntod in 23“ 39' N. and 
88" 51' B. on tha loft bank 'of the Mstabhfinga river. Population 
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(1901) 3,147. ChuadaDga is a station on the Eastern Bengal 
State Railwaj^, and an important trade centre. It contains 
the' usual puhlio offices; the sah’joil has accommodation ‘for 12 


prisoners. 

Erishnhgar Town.— Head-quarters of the Nadia District, 
Bengal, situated in 23' 24' N. and 88° 81' E. on the loft hank of 
the Jalangi river. Population (1901) 24,547. It has been slowly 
decreasing since 1872, when it was 26,750, owing to the ravages 
of fever, for which the town is notorious. Enshnagai'is the 
residence of the Bajss of Madia. The town is the seat of a 
oonsiderahle trade, and is noted for its manufacture of coloured 
clay figures. It was constituted a munioipaliiy in 1864.'' 'PlVo 
average income for the decade ending 1901-02 was Es. 38,000, 
and the expenditure -Es. 36,000. In 1903-04 the totol income 
v^iis Kb. 48,000, ohiefiy derived from a tax on houses and lands 
(E8.i22,000), and a oonservancy Tate(EB. 11,000), and the e^end- 
iture was Bs. 40,000. The old bed of the Anjona river has 
recently been excavated in order to improve the drainage, a 
loan having been taken from Government for the purpose. 

Krishnagar contains the usual public offices; the District jail 
has accommodation for 216 prisoners, the manufactures being 
mustard oil, mats, and tttrki or briek^ust. A Government college 
affiliated to the Calcutta University was attended by a daily 
average of 66 pupils in 1900-01; the totol expenditure being 
Es. 28,000. A collegiate school is attached to the college. Since 
1881 the attendance at both institutions has diown a steady 
increase. Kridmagai is a station of the Church MisBionary 
Soeiety and the head-quarters of »the Roman Catholic diocese *of 
Central Bengal, each body having its own church and bcIiooIb. 
The Church of England Zouana Ifisrion maintains 2 disnonsarieB 
a hospital and 2 schools ^ ^ " 

Knmarkhali. — ^Town in the Kushtia sub-division, Nadia 
District; Bengal, atuated in 23° 52' Ni and 89°- 16' E.' on- the 
left_ bank of the Garai- river. Population (1901) 4,584. It is a 
station on the Eastern Bengal 'State Eoilway, and a considerable 
trading centre. During the percantile days of the East TnOin 
Company, a Commerrial Eesident was stationed at TTnTYinT- Tr i , ; ;]; 
and a large business in silk was carried on ; the only relic of those 
^ys- m a oemetey, with a- few old tombs, the earliest datinn 
£roml790j Eumarkhali was constituted' a municipality in 1869. 
The average income and expenditure for the decade endine- iri 
1901-02 were Es. 6,000. In 1903-04 the income was Es. 5,600, 
half of which was obtained from a tax on persons, and the ex- 
penditure was Es. 5,300. . i j 

Knshtia !^wn.-^TOd-quaTterii of the sub-division of-the-same 
89 9 E. on the nght bant of the Padma or Ganges. Population 
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(1901) 0,330. It is a thrivinj; Iratln roiitrp wilh a. alalionon 
the liastom Bengal Slato Railway. KtisliUa wag congtilulcd o 
municipality in 1609. 3’he average income and expenditure for 
the decade ending in 1901-02 were lb. 7,000. In 1903-0-1 the 
income was lb. 10,000, induding lb. 8,000 derived from a fax 
on persons (or property lax), and lb. 2,500 from a conEormncij’ 
nite, and ILo expenditure was lb. 8,000. The tovi-n oonlains 
the nsual puLlic olTiccs ; tlio snb-jail lias accommodation for 21 
prisoners. 

Mohcrpiir Town (ifthrpur). — Hoad-q^narters of Uio Bub-divi- 
(•ion of the same name intbo Nadia DistncI, Bengal, rituated m 
2;i® 47'N. and 88® 88' B, on the Blmimb river. Population (1001)- 
0,7GG. Mcheipnr wa.g conelilntcd a municipality m 1809. TIjc 
nvorago incoiuo for the decado ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 4,-10l>, 
and flio oxpondituro lb. 3,600. In 1908-01 tbo income uus 
Rs. 8,900, lialf of wbidi was obtained from a bx on ppr.-eM, 
and Uio cxiiondifuro was Ib. 3,800. Tlio town conbins tliousnal 
public olRces; the snbjail hn.g accommodation for 13 prisonciB. 
Tho Obujch Mifcsionnry Society lm.g a brandi at ilcbcrpur. 
Good bell-metal ware is manufacinred. _ ^ 

Nnbadwip (or Nadid). — ^Ancient aapifnl of Nndifi BUlricf, 
Bengal, sifnatod in 28® 21' N. and 88® 23' B. in tho Ijcad-qnar- 
lora sub-divirion on tho west bank of the Bhfigiralbi. Popnlafion 
(1901) 10,880, of whom 10,410 nro ITindus, 467 Muhammadans 
and 7 Chrisfinns. 'J'hisgrD.at preponderance of llindiu in a District 
where 69 pw cent, of the population are MiLsalraRns U signiricant, 
Nnbadwip is roimtcd to liavo been fomided in tlio twelfth 
cenbiy by Lahsliman Sen, son of Ballfil Sen, king of Bengal. 
It was captured by Mulmmmnd-i-Bokbtyfir Khilji m 1203. It 
bns long been famous for its Riuctitj’ and learning, and its pandifs 
nro still referred to on qncriions of nindu religion and precedent. 
Hero towards tho end of tlio lOtb contnrj’ was born the great 
Vaisbnava reformer, Cbaitanya, in whoso honour n festival, nt- 
tendod by some 8,000 or 10,000 pilgrims, is held ammally in 
January-Fobruary. Tho fainouB toh or Sanskrit soliools have 
been referred to in tbo articlo on Nadia Disiriet. Tho town was 
constituted a municipnliiy under tho name of NadiS in 1869. 
Tho nvorago income for tho dorado ending in 1901-02 was 
Ib. 7,000 and tbo oxpcnditnro Bs. C,00f». In 1903-04 tho income 
was Es. 9,100 mainly from a bx on pomons (or property tax), 
and tho oxpendituro was lb. 8,400. Tho lodging-houses in tho 
town are regulated under Bcngiil Act IV of 1871. Brass utensils 
are momifaeturcd. 


Plassey (from pales, the Jlulta /Voarfeso).— Villngo in tlio 
head-quartora sub-division of Nadia District, Bengal, situated 
in 23» 47' K and 88® 16' B. on tbo loft bank of So llSgl- 
ralhi river. It is famous os tho scone of Olivo’s victory over 
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Siraj-wd-dawlti, Nawab of Bengal, on 23rd Jiino 1757. Aftor tbo 
capturoof Calcutta by Sir«ij-ud-danla in June 1766, Cliyo was 
dcspatclicd with roinforccmonts from Madras to re-establish tho 
Btitisli factories in Bengal, and ho recaptured Calcutta in January 
1757 . After prolonged negotiations lio succeeded in gaii^g over 
Mir Jafdr, tho NaTrab’s general, tvhom ho promiEod to instal os 
Nawab in place of Siraj-ud-daula. Ba Maroli Chandomagoro was 
taken from tho Prcnch, and on tho ISth Juno a fresh advanco was 
made ; K&twa was captured on tho 18th, and on tho 22nd tho ^oops 
marched to 3?lassey, where Siraj-ud-danla was encamped with an 
army of 50,000 foot, 18,000 horso and 50 pieces of cannon, mostly 
24-poimdors and 32-pounderB drawn bv oson. To oppose this army 
Clive had a force of 900 Europeans, or whom 100 wore nrtillory- 
mon and 50 sailors, 100 toposscs or Portuguese half-castes, and 2,100 
sepoys ; tho artillery consisted of 8 six-pounders and 2 howitzers. 
CQro encamped in a mango CTOvo, whimr has since been washed 
away by tho Bhfigirathi, and tho enemy were entronohod on tho 
river lank to tho north of him. At daybreak on tho 23rd tho 
enemy advanced to Uio attack, enveloping his right, hfir Jafar 
being on tho extremo left of tho lino. Doth sides maintained a 
vigorous cannonade until 2 o’clock, wrhen Sir&j-ud-daula drew oil 
and rotumod to his onlrcaohments. At tliis, Mir Jafar lingered 
behind on tho loft and eventually joined tho British. CUvo 
advanced and cannonaded tho Naw&b’s ontrcncluncnt, and entered 
his camp at 5 o’clock after a slight resistance, Sirfij'-ud-daula 
having already fled to Murshidfibad. This decisive victory was 
w'on with only a small loss, but it made tlio British masters of 
BcngaL A monumont marls tho scone of tho battle-flcld. 

EanaghSt Town.— Head-cjuarters town of tho sub-dirision of 
tho same name in Nadia District, Bengal, situated in 23°li'N. 
. and 88° 34* B. on tho ChumI river. Population (1901) 8,744. 
Banaghfit is an important station on tho Eastern Bengal State 
Bailway, and a terminus of tho light railway wliioh runs to 
Krishnagar. Banaghatwas constituted a municipality in 1864. 
Tho averago incomo ond expondituro for tho dccado onding in 
1001-02 was lls. 9,000. In 1903-04 tho incomo was Be. 13,000, in- 
cluding Bs. 6,000 derived from a tax on persons and lands, and 
Es. 4,000 from a conson'anoy rate, and tho expenditure was 
Bs l2,000. Tho town contains tho usual public otGccs; tho sub- 
jail has accommodation for ]2priEonorB. B&nnghtit is an impor- 
tant trndo centre and is tho hend-quartors of a Medical Mission 
started in 1893. Sovoral disponsarios aro maiutainod hero and at 
out-stations, and aro very largely attondod. 

Santipur.— Town in tho BSnfighat sub-division, Nadia 
District, Bongal, situated in 23° 15' N. and 88° 27' E. on tho 
river llooghly. Population (1901) 26,898, having doclinod from 
30,437 in 1891; it is still tho most popidous lo^vn m tho Dialriol, 
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nindns unmlior 18,210, Mubftmmudnns 8,672, CbrictiaM 6, plbcr 
religion*? 1. Saidipnr ms oonfrlilutcd a inimiripality in 1SC5, 
Tho 'avorngo income lor the .dccado ending in 1001>‘02 ms 
lls. C8.000, and Iho expendiinro Its. 2u,U{JU. In 100It<04 tho 
income ms IK 81.000, inoloding Its. 16,000 derived from a is'c 
<m lioiucs and lands, and its. 7,000 oblnincd from mimidp'il 
property, and tiio expenditnro ms Its 26,000. Sanlipur ms onto 
tlm centre of a flmtrlfilung aveasing uiduslry, Mid its luudins had 
a Enrnpenn ropninfion, the town Iwing tlic silo of a Commercial 
Itesidency and the centre of largo factories nudor tho Bast Indio 
Company. Owing to tho competition of machine-made goods, 
homvor, the movers are no longer proqiorous. There nm at one 
timo a consldonililo trade in dato-^igar, Imt this too is becoming 
lc«s profit able. 'J'Jio oarihquako of I8!i7 destroyed many oi the 
largest buildings, and Iho impoveri‘»bed owners bn^o heenimablo 
to roplaco them. There is still, however, a oousidorable lofftl 
trade. Tho Kuril Jafra foidivnl in honour of Krialinn is celebrated 
at Sfmtipur on tho daj* of tho full moon in ICartik (October- 
' November), and is visited by about 10,000 I'ersons; Sintipor is 
also a colohratccl bathing place. Tho Zanana Mission has a school 
and dispensary in Slntipur. 

,'Mui'shidabud District.— District of tho Presideney Division, 
Bengal. Ijiug between 26'» «13' and 21“ 52' N., and 87“ 49' and 8B“ 
tion mnd " '"’ith an nrott of 2,148 square miles. In sliapo it rescra- 

liver blCB an isoBcolcs triangle with its apex pointing to the north-Tvest. 
system. Tiro nortlieni and eastern boundaries nro formed by tho main 
stream of llio Pndinn, w’hieh pejiaratcsitfromAloldaniul Kajslnhi; 
on tho Eoutli-onst tho .Tnlangl dirides it from Nadia ; whUe it is 
bounded on the south by Durdwdii ; and on tbo west by BirWwM 
and the Siiuiiil Parganu*!. 

Tho Ehfigirafhi, which flows with many windings south-cari 
and south, diridos tho Distriol into two tract** neatly equal in size 
hut ' differing in their pliysieal features. Tho ooimtrjr to tto 
west of tho Dhiigirathi, Icnown ns Knrh, forms a continuation 
of tho Oholil Nagpur plateau; its general level is slightly 
imdulating and higher Uiaalhct of tbo rest of tho District, but 
it is interspersed with marshes and seamed by hill toironfe. 
The Bagri or eastern portion forms part, of tho old Ganges delta, 
and its river system consists of tho Pa dm a with its distributaries, 
tho Buagtiiathi, Biiatrab, Siolmnri and Jalangi. Tho Dhfigi- 
rathi, which forms tho oldest known outlet of tho Granges and 
marks tho wostorn limit of the delta, has nndorgono great chnng^ 
ovon in tho la.** 100 years; its head is almost silled up, and it is 
with diOioalty kept open for navigation oven by smidl boats during . 
tho dry sehson. Its cliiof tributarios aro tho Bunsloi and tlio 
Pfigla; which rise in tho Santi'vl Pnrgnnasj tho Chora Delia and 
tho Dwarka. Tho Dwfirka or^Blibla is a continuation of the 
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Bralumm, wHch rises in the Bu-hhum hjUs,'nnd nftor uniting ‘n-ith 
the Mor flows eastwards through the Kandi • sub-division to join 
the Bhaginithi; like all hill streams, it is very rapid and liable to 
sudden flood. The Bhaiiab and Sialmari are unimportant streams 
and flow into the Jalangl ; this river has a general trend to the 
south-west and eventually joins the Bhogirathi in tho_ Nodi& 
District, There are many small lakes, the largest being the 
Telkar Bil west of Berhampoie, which is about 3 miles long and 
2| miles broad, and a largo horse-shoo lake known ns Motijhll, 
which has been formed about 2 miles from MunsniDAUAD town by 
a change in the course of the Bhagiratlii. 

The portion of the District east of the Bhagirathi is covered G*ology. 
by recent alluvium, consisting of sandy clay and sand alon^ tho 
course of the rivers and fine silt consolidating into olay m tho 


flatter ports of tho river plain. Tho limit between tho allnvinm 
and tho higher ground on tho west is marked by a bank of stiff 
clay, gravel and nodular limestone, which disappears ns it passes 
downwards towards Birbhum, whoro it amalgamates with tho 
general allnvinm. In tho north-west of tho District are somo 
isolated day hillocks. 

Tlio stretches of low-lying land imdor rice cultivation afford a Botany, 
foot-hold for many marsh species, ■while tho numerous ponds 
and ditches are 'filled with snomerged and floating water plants. 
Eemarkahlo among those for its rarity, and intorosting on account 
of its distribution in Europe on tho one hand, and Australia on tho 
other, is the floating Srosera Aldrovandn. The edges of sluggish 
creeks are liued with largo sedges and bulrushes, and the banks of 
rivers have a hedge-like scnib jungle. Tho sides of onihankmonts 
and village sites, where not occupied by habitations, aro densely 
covered with _ villago shrubberies of 'somi-spontaneons speoios, 
interspersed with clumps of planted bamboos and groves of Arcca 
Moringa, Mangi/era and Aima, whilo banj'nn {Ficus vidica)] 
pipal {Ficus rt-Ilgiosa), babul {Acacia arabtea), jack {Arlocarpus 
integri/olia), bel {JEgle mamelos), plantain and date Ireos ore 
also common. Waysides and waste places are filled with grasses 
and weeds, usually of little intrinsio mtorest, but often striking 
because of their distribution. llTany of them have boon inadvor- 
tontty introduced by human agency, and includo European or 
Afri^ and American species, which spread more 'plentifully 
than snmlar weeds of truly Indian origin. The District is famota 
for tao variety 6f its mango trees. 

Big game has disappeared hoforo tho advance of cultivation, raw* 

nio abundant 

. 1 , Y weather 4?y westerly winds nltomato with Climate 

the southerly sot breezes of iterate tempornturo which chS! 
lerae other parts of Lower jjmgnl, and tho mean tomporaturo uT"** 
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which is 79® for Uio whole year, rises from (36® in Jaauaiy lo 85 » 
in April, when Iho moan maximum is 100®. The mean minimum 
is lowest in Jnnnniy (53®). Tho average rainfall is 53 inelidg 
of whioh 9'G fall in Guno, 11 in July, 10 in August and 9 m 
Soplomhor. 

Tho cnrthqunko of 1897 caused CTcat damage, especially along 
Iho hanks of tho Bhilgirathi river, where tho old masonry buildinga 
in the riparian towns suffered enormously. The cost of repairs 
to public proijorty was estimated to exceed 2 Inldis, and the 
damage to priTOlo properly at 50 lakhs. Discharges of water 
and black mud ooourred from the bod of the Bhagirathi near 
Jnngipur, and sand and wafor woro also thrown up from 
fi8.surc3 in tho mar-ihy land near Gaur and Jalangl, ono fiesaio 
extending for a length of 2 miles. Tho DMriot is liablo fo 
annual inundatiom', aud serious floods are only prevented by 
numcrons and expensive embankments. In 1870 (ho cmbanlments 
of lliQ Bhagirathi woro broached, and a disastrous flood occurred 
whioh destroyed tho crops over a largo area and caused great 
sufToring. In 188G the city of Mur^iidabid was immdatoa and 
tliousanuB of people loft dostiluto. Tho Dwftrka is liable to sudden 
floods, and ntniot of low-ljung country about 16 miles in extent 
at tho confluonco of tho Mor aud Dw&rka rivers in tho fCilndi sub- 
divisiou, knoTO ns Hojfil, is inundated more or loss hca^-ily almwi 
ovory year. 

In aneiont times tho Bhagirathi formed an important political 
boundary. To tho oust lay B.vnoa or Samatatn and to tho west 
K<mina SovAttNA, whosocapitnl w'nsprobably at or noarRANOAMATT. ' 
fJndor tho Son lungs it sopamlod tho llAuii divisiou of Bengal 
from tho Bagri division, traces of which still remain in the 
name Bagdi. It was conquered in 1197 by Mulinramad-i-Bakhtyar 
I^Uji, and formed part of tho dominions of the kUubammadnu 
lungs of Onur. In tho middle of the l(>tb century factories were 
founded at Cossimbazar, at that time llio head-quarters of the silk 
triido, but tho political importance of tho District dales from Om 
early part of tho 18lh century, when Murshid Kuli Klifiu oliangod 
tho seat of govornmont from Dacca to (bo littio town of Mnk- 
Budabad, tbonccforlh called after him, whoro ho bnUt a palace. 
Ilisiorical iutore.st centres in kfuasinnAnAn, Gossimdazar aud 
BuniTAMPoun, Other plaoes of archroologioal importanoo ore 
Badrih&t and R&ngamriti. ^ WliOn a CoUoolor was first appointed 
to tho ohargo of tho Distriol. in 1772, its area oxloudcd over the 
noighhourmg zamindaris of Blrhhiim and Bishnupnr. These 
outlying traols had always hoou noted for lawlossnois? ; and for 
tho bolter ndraiiiiBlratioa of justico Ihoy woro finally severed 
from Murshidabad in 1787. The Dibtriot was (Ims roduoed lo 
about its iwosont sizo, but the irregularity of tho hoimdaty 
between it and Birhhum has boon a constaut source of porploxily 
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to tlio Ioc.ll officii'l!'. 1» 1875 Uio Dlbtricl wns tiaubfojrovl liom llio 
llnslnM lo tho I’rcsidoiu'y Division. 

Tlio T)op«l!ition, wliich in 1852 nnmWrod l,2l*I,10'l, ImdH'" 
risen in iSSJ to 1,230,7,00, in 1891 to 1,260.9-lC muUu lOOlto 
l,o03,181. Tlio iucrcaso bchvotn 1872 nnd 1891 was very nmnll, 
owing to tlio invngvs of tho Diirdwan fever, wliicli devnstnted nol 
oul}* tho lowljTiig water-logged enstorn tracts, but also tho oluvated 
country to tho west. In recent years, thcro has boon a great 
iuiproveincut in the health of fliu Distriii, i specially in tho Jtarh 
country. To tho east however the clunalo is danip, mid iiialaria is 
still prevalent j cholora Ls laroly absent, nnd enlnrgoment of tho 
spleen nnd liver is nlmoiit iinivoisnl. ElephnntiiL'.is mid hydrocelo 
ore cudcniio, Tho tablo below gives statistics of the ]>0])uIntiou 
by siib-divihioiis in 1901 ; — 
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growing rapidly, the inereaso at the census of 1901 ninoiinting to 
12 9 per cent., compared with 3-1 per cent, in the cast of flio 

nnft vieiftfF Am Itirrlt nu Oit nnv* Cx i 


<» Aiuiuui:!. vx. iiiiuuuuuiio irvm mTunum nna UlO cniilnl 

Targanas. Tho Disiriot has suli'crcd from diluvion along tlio 
north, and there has consequently boon a considorablo Iws of 
population by miction to tlio corresjionding alluvial format ions 
in bUdda and llnjslifihi on the other rido of tho Padnifi. There 
is a fair amount of temporary immigration from Bihar and tlio 
.United Brovinocs, especially during tho n-intcr months. Tlio 
vornaoular of tho District is tho dialect known ns Control Bongali. 
Muhammadans (070 , h 99) in 1901 outnumbered tho Ilindus 
(Cf3,474), having increased from 481 per cent, of tho popula- 
tion in 1881_to 50-8 per cent, in Iho latter year. Hindus, however 
still prodoniinalo to tho svost of tho Jthaglrntlii. ’ 

Most of the Muhammadans aro Sliaiklia (028,000). Among -ihrir 

ir" V castes mo Kaiborllns (95,000), 

Bagdm (40,000) ehiollyin Iho soul h-wc il, Sudgops (39,000) cltioav 
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itt tho Boullif'TH IhftnaB, ChnhjB (3S,000) olong tho eouUwnst, 
Brulimnns, Ahirs atid Goalu«. A^imiUiirc Bvipport^ 68 per cent, 
of flio populah’on, indualnV J!}’3 per cent,, cominoroo 0’6 per 
coni., tiiifl flic profoisiona 1 8 per ceiil. 

Cftr'jfinn ^ Cliriiliniu jitimWotil3'391, of wliom 2'i9 nro nafiVw. Yarioas 
MJjiiwu. iiii,,sionslinvc oitablLaliH] thomselvo.s ill ILo Disfrict from time fo 
timn, Imt tlioy linvo not nut witli miioh sacoo's. The only 
million now tliwo is n branoh of llio Lonilou llifsion Sooiefy, 
wblrli iK'p.'iu woiOc in 1824. 

Oonorul [[’Jjo low-l^'ing nlliivi il soil |o iJio caet is rery fcrfilc ; Jjio 
turiUmi- ‘"dnimi rieo, but it iilao grows fovi-ml important 

diiioa*. coW weather crops. On tho Imnl clnj* ol ilie llfirh tool ilmati 
or winter rico is tln> main staple, though eugarcano, mnlborry, 
tohneeo nni various vogotables arc nUo g»o\ni. 

Chiot Tho salient iigrioultHnil statistics for 1903-01 oro sboan 
tiirar»t'n. 'iro.'S' ^wing in square milcb : — 

tistUa And 
l<rinc!iial 
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It is Oblimatcd that 30 per c^nt. of tho oullivuletl area is 
twico cropped, llieo is grown over nii nn'a of 753 square miles, 
tho winter rico covering 31 ])cr cent, of tho not cioppod area 
ngauibl28por oont.iuidor autumn rice. About. 107 sqiwro miles 
arc uudur wheat and 96 Kpinrc miles uudor barley. Other 
erops oxtonsivcly oullivnted nro gram and oilier pnlsra and oll- 
sooJs, lm‘>epd aud mustard being the most important vnriolios. 
Jnto, sugarcane, indigo nudnmlbcriy uro gromi, but the cultivation 
of indigo and mulberry is declining. Liitlo use is made of tho 
Agrioulturisfs’ Loans Act, but in l89C-9f> Its. d0,000 wnsadvanc^. 

C*ftte. Pnstuio land is plentiful all ovor tho District. chief 
graying ground is a traot of low country in tbo TCtndi sub-diviiion 
about 10 miles in area known nsllojiil; Ibis is covered wilh 
water during tbo mins, but in tbo dry sonson it affords fplontUd 
pasturage. Cattle fnirt nro hold at J’nndmmdi and Talibpur 
m tbo Jffindi sub-division, nud occasionally at Bhilbta in the 
hoad-quarlcrs sub-division. 

irrigAtlou. Tho neocssity for inignliou is limited to tbo west of tbo 
Distriot whoro wator is oonduolod over tbo fields from tanks 
or natural ^vft{or.cou^fl03. _A Im-go number of tanks nro used 
for this purpose lu tho Mmngrflm Government estate. 
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Pcnrl Bshcrics exist in n pories of Inlccs xrljioli mark (lio lino Fiilirrie . 
of an old river and strolch from (ho Gobrfi nullah to Huhimpur, 
a dislanco of about o8 miles. The mussi'l in whioh (ho pearls aro 
found is a species of fTiuo, and is probably a variety of (bo pparl- 
bcaring Z^«io inarffarifi/rra. The majority of (bo pearls aro seed 
pearls, and (boy have nsiiallj' a golden tint. Valuable pearls are 
occasionallj' procured fotebing ns much ns Ps. 200 each, but sucb 
a find is very rare, and (ho largest pem-ls found in reecnt years 
rarely exceed* Ps. 15 or Ps. 80 in vsduc. The fisherj* season is in 
(ho hoi weather montks when the water is low and almost stag- 
nant. The various branebes of the indnstr}* find omplovmenl for 
about 300 persons during (his period, and its annual value is 
estimated at Ps. 3,000. 

Iron is found, but not in sufficient quantities to repay smelt- "Minotnin. 
ing. Calcareous earth occurs in several places and is extensively 
used for making Hnio, Kanhar or nodular limestone crops up 
generally over fho western half of the District and is used for 
road-making. _ 

The silk indu.^lr 3 ' in this part of Bengal is of great age. Arts oml 
and llio tillv trade is one of the carlie-st of the industries winch "’snafac- 
occupied the servants^ of Ibo East India Company in the District, 

Ibeir efforls being stimulated by eompotilion with tlio Emicb, 

Dutch and Armenians. Silk factories date from the middle of 
the 17th century, when Cossiudmar was the most important 
centre. The winding of silk is still curried on, but it has steadily 
declinod since the Company closed their groat faclon' at Jangipur 
in 1835. The decline is due in a great measure (o discnscs of ilio 
worms, which the Bengal Silk As.^ocialion cnnsti(n(u<1 in ISf-S 
is now’ taking slops to comhat. There is a nnrsi jy at Chandanpiir 
wliiiii dislrihufcs Inrm quantities of Fclcclcd seed to the rearers; 
similar nurseries are being built at Ptijdbnrpiir and KumArpur, 
and the use of cxnmin(^ sued is spreading in the Govumnient 
estates west of tbo Bbagiratlii. 

' Silk is still largely manufactured in tbo bcnd-qnarlerr and 
danginur sub-dirisions ; a great variety of fabric-s aro mnnufnclnrcd. 

The best silks aro llio-m produced in tbo Mirzfipur, HatilmniAm 
and Duulat Barm- (liAnas; in 1903-04 tlic Mira'ipur weavers 
turned out 20,000 yards of silk cloth, valued at P.i. 03,000, In 
addition to the native artizans worlang with hand looms, (hero 
wore in (linl j’car 51 factories evorked with maebinerv which 
bad an outturn of 390,000 lb., valued at nearly 2/ lakhs 
the prinripal firms being bfesre. Louis l’a 3 ’cn and Co,, and 
■Ibo Bengal Silk Comi)any. Tasar and wnlM silks aio ubo 
manufactured, tbo latter bring best prepared by Inilian woavera 
on their band looms. Cotton weaving by natives working with 
liaild looms iti still an important occupation, and silk and eolton 
dyeing arc cniriid on by a few families at Klingni Baluehat and 

c2 • 
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Jlireipur, ^Eui-sliidAltad has eoveml tkillcd cmkroidciuis, -ffho 
ftdom clothes, gloves, slippers mul cni)s wtli goH mid silver 
Ir.co. Gold and silver wire is ftbo rando in n»nll tjuanlilies, 
Jiidri ware is produced hy a fow workinou in MurEludabfid ; tho 
iiro(>c><< consists in inlaying «i(h silvern sort ol pontor vvhicli is 
liliickeuod with sulplmto of copper. Hell-metal and brass utensils 
of a suporior kind uro manufnctnrcd in large qiinnlitios in KKagra, 
Uorlnimporo, Kandl and Bar.anng.ir ; thoso articles nro sold in the 
local markets and arc also exported. Locks, nails and'nut 
ornckors nro made at Uhttlian. Ivory carving was formerly n 
ronsidcmblo industry, but is now confined to n fow woikmon 
in AfursbidabSd. litnnkcts, shell bracclots and pottery nto 
inanufaclurcd in a few viilages, and musical instramcnls 
and /wHa pipes nro also mado._ Tho indigo industry has 
praciioiilly disappc.arcd, tho outturn in 19U3-0d baving fallen to 
13 tons. 

Coiiiniori#. Tho external Irndo is chiefly with Calcutta. The chief imports 
nro liuropoan piece-goods, salt, coid and coke and kerosene oil, 
ond tho cbiet oxpovU moc. wheat, gram, oilseeds, jnto, silk, 
indigo and metal ware, Tho District is fnvowrahly situated for 
ado, being served by two offshoots of tho PadmA, tho Bb&gi- 
ittthi and tho Jalnngi, which foimlho llooghly nnd lend direct 
to ColouUn. Tho pmcipal scats of trade nro J Auoirun, Azim- 
o.cxj, JiAOAXJ, IvnngrA ond Dhvi.iau on tho IJbngirntlii, nnd 
Bhaow.\kgoia on the Ganges. 'JVado is cmric'd on cliiofly at 
permanent markets, nnd ponodicol fairs are olso held at Dhuliiii,’ 
ijnngipur, CimltiA, Snktipiir nnd Kandi. The Jain niorchonts of 
Asiing.mj are among the riehcil traders in Bengal. 

lc.,ii««N, jjjjjp rnihviiy from Nnlhfiti to jWjug-mj iims for 

mil rvaiti, District. T!io hlursliidnhad branch of 

tho EnKtorn Bengal St nto llnilway, which Ims rocontly (IHOG) been 
opened, leaves tlic nmin lino ntlUnfighat nnd onlcrb tho District 
near J’l'isscy, whence it runs nearly duo north through Boldauga, 
BiThauiporo, IMurriiidAbAd nnd Jioganj to LBgoln. There is also 
u proj|(i8iil to bridge the Bhfigirnlhi botwcorr Jinganj and 
Muvshidnb&d, and to connect tho now lino with tho East Indian 
llnilway system, _Tlio District board mnintains 33 miles of 
motnllod and 526 miles of uuinctallcd roads, with 335 hridg;e3 and 
22 fen’ios, Tlio roost important roads nro thoso conneotiog 
Berbamporo, tlio hcad-qnorters station, vrith Ifxishnngnr, Bhng- 
wftngoln. I’atkttbfiri, Enndi nnd Jalangl, MnrshidabSd with 
Pfinohgrnm, and Jnrur with Gnmhhirn. 

Wdior ' Bleamor services ply up tho PadmA from Goalundo through-’ 

Sis'’ nnvigahlo by largo' 

oounlry boats, oxcepl during tho laltor part of tho i-y sonson ; 
for the rest of tho year theCnlonUn Steam Navigation Company' 
mniulnins n regular steamor somco up tho BhAgiralhi li-om 
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Calcutta. The measures whioh have been takeu from time to 
time to keep this river and the Jalang! open fortrafiSo are 
described in the article on the Nadia Eivers. In 1903-04 
lls. 41,000 was realized as tolls, while the expenditure in keep- 
ing the channels open amounted to Bs. 44,000, 

The famine of 1770 is believed to have carried off three-eighths Famine, 
of the population of this District. Di 1870 some distress was 
caused by high prices, and severe scarcity was felt in 1874 and 
1897. On the latter occasion Government expended Es. 73,000 
on famine relief and was aided by the munificence of local zamin- ' 
dors headed by the late Maharani Somamay!, c.i. The aggregate 
number of units relieved reckoned in terms of one day was 
454,000. 

For general administrative purposes the Didrict is dirided Diairia 
into 4 sim-divisions with head-quarters at Burhamforb, Jaegi- aub aivi- 
PUB, Kandi and Lalb^gh. The District Magistrate-Collector 
is assisted at head-quarters by a staff of 4 Deputy Magistrate- 
Collectors and occasionally by a Joint or Assistant Magistrate. 

The sub-divisional ofiScers of £andi, Lslbagh and Jangipur belong 
to the Provincial executive service and are assisted by sub- 
deputy collectors. _ The Executive Engineer in charge of the 
Nadifi. Eivers division is stationed at Bernampore. 

Subordinate to the District' and Sessions Judge for the dispo- Civil imd 
sol of civil work are a Subordinate Judge at head-quarters ciiwimii 
7 Munsifs, of whom two each are stationed at Berhampore, Jangi- 
pur and ICindiand one at Lulbagh. The criminal courts 
those_ of the Judge, the District Magistrate, and tiie above 
mentioned stipendiary magistrates. The most common cases 
are those which arise out of disputes about land. 

In Todar Md’s rent roll ot 1582 the present District arealniid 
formed portion of Audambor or Tanda, Batgaon and other ear- revenue, 
Aars, In Jafor Khan’s settlement of 1722 the nome MurshidabSd 
was applied to an area apparently co-extensive with the great 
zamlndari of Eani Bhawaui, properly known as Bajshahi It is 
therefore impossible to compare the present land revenue of the 
District with that realized under Munammndan rule The whole 
of the District is permanently settled, with the exception (in 
1903-04) of 72 temporarily settled estates with a current demand 
of Bs._ 30,000, and 64 estates with a demand of Es. 26 000 
held direct by Government. The average incidence of rental 
is Es. 3-1-6 per cultivated acre, but rents differ widely in various 
^axts, being lowest in the head-quarters and Jangipur. sub-divi- 
sions, and highest in the Eandi sub-division, where lico* and 
wheat lands bnng m from Es. 7-8-0 to Es. 18, and mulberrv 
and sugarcane lands from Es.l2 to Es. 24 per acre In the 
head-quarters sub-division on the other hand the rent of rice 
and wheat lands ranges between E. 1-2-0 and Es 9 that 
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of Ihnd growing puK* b'-Uvtn Tls. 2-1 3, aigorcane 

liinil betwoon J{8. d atwl ih. 7-8-0, and naulkrry land between 
R, 1-12-0 Mid lJ*i. 12 pf‘r am*. 

T]ie i'IUiikH fj&lom of tontuv is very common especially in 
the PlosE'iy pnrijam ; for a do'eriplion of this tcmito pco the 
nriiclo on iS’Anu District. AitimHi or quil-rcul tenures are 
numerous in tho Kiiteli Singh Oitalo. Tho nvomgc nrej, of a 
tcuant's tioldiug is only tme ii< n*. 

Tim follow jnp table shows tho tolleelionsof land revrnuo and of 
total revoimo, midcr the prinfijsl he uls, in tlionsanils of rnpocs;— 
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l.flf i! nml Oll^^i<lo the mmuripaUtiis of 111 nn vMi’onn, Anno^sj, Jisoi- 
tniminrM j,u,i^ K\MH, Mid McustifinDAD. IomI afTairs arc mniioged by the 
?wn™* blistriol Loaid witli ^ul)or^^in•lle local hoards iu eacli sub-dividon. 
Thn inoomo of tho District bo.ml iu 10t»3-0'J was Ih. 1, 27 . 001 ), of 
wliicli Its. 01,000 was derived from rules. The expenditure in 
tho camo year wus uUo Rs. 1,27,000. iuclnding Its. C!),00() 
spent ou ciril worlcs and Rs. 2 .’j.uO 0 on education. A Bfbomn 
lor supplying tho rural mens with driiihing water is in proptc-s ; 
this -was iiutinted by a gift of a lakh from R5j*l Jogendra 
Nfivayan Rno of L^goln. 

Tlioro aio 7 1 miles of embankmmits along tho Rhfigirotlii 
river Bot up by tho Uuhlio Works dcparlmont (opinvoiit tboeomifry 
on tho cast hank from being Hooded by tlie .spill of the riier 
Tho propriety of ninint aiuing uU Hic-e embimkmeut-i Iibn bfr’n culiod 
immieslion, on tho ground thnl tho hud avhicli would otlioiwise 
bo flooded is tliorcby deprived of its siippiv of tmtihVing ellt, while 
tho river, being contiued to its bed, deposits its sill time, and thus 
gmdually raises itself above tho lovol of tlie minoimd'ng country. 

Tho District contains 24 polico stations and 2G outposts, and 
iu 1003 tho foroo hubordinnto to tho DiMriot Siipcnntendent 
of Polico ooiisislod of 4 inspoctois, 53 Bub-iiLsjioofors, 51 hcad- 
eonstiibles and 075 constables; in addition thoro is a rani 
polico of 2C I diifliuMrs nnd 2,917 elmil}d(in. The District jail at 
Rkmiamvouk has accommodation for 340 prisouors, and subsidiary 
jails at tho 3 sub-divisional oatstations, for C2. 

KduuiUuii. In spite of tho proximity of tbo DKtrict to Calcutta, only 5’5 
r cent, of tho population (lO-O males and 0-G fomalcsl could n 


Police nnd 
jails. 
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at Boliool, being tespectively 24*5 and 1‘5 per cent, of tbe obildxen 
of school-going age. The namber of educational institutions, 
public and private, in that year was 661, including one Arts 
college, 68 secondary schools, 582 primary sohoola and 20 other 
spedal schools. The expenditure on education was 2‘17 lakhs, of 
which Rs. 44,000 was met from Provincial funds, lis. 25,000 from 
District funds, Es. 2,00u from municipal funds and Bs. 84,000 
from fees. The principal institutions are the eoUogo and 
Sanakiit to? at BaaaAaiTORn and the Naw§.h’a wiarfma end high 
school at Hurshidabad. The London Mission Society maintaina 
a high school at Elagra near Berhampore. 

In 1903 the District contained 7 dispensaries, of which 6 Meflicat. 
had accommodation for 116 in-door patients. The cases of 
65,000 out-patients and 1,335 in-patients wore treated during 
the year, and 3,320 eperations were performed. The expend? 
tnre was Es. 27,000. of which Es. 2,000 was mot by Govern- 
ment contributions, Es. 3,000 from local and Es. 11,000 from 
mimteipnl funds, and Bs 8,000 from subscriptions. The hospital 
at Ean^, which is maintained from an endowment fund, now 
amounting to 1’59 lakhs, left by Kumar Giris Chandra Sinha 
of PoK-para, is the best cquipp^ in tbe District. There is a 
lunatic asylum at Beuhampori:. 

y^coination is compulsory only in the municipal towns. In Vneciua. 
1903-04 the number of successful vaccinations was 37,000, 
representing 29 per thousand of the whole population. 

[Sir "W. "W. Hunter, Stathtical Account cf Bengal, vol. iii, 1876 ; 
Beveridge, Mie on the Pargamt of Murshidahad, Proceedings of 
the Adaiic Society, 1^92; Mai'ot Walsh, t.m.6., History ojf MursJiid- 
a«aV, 1902; G 0. Dutt, Monograph on Ivory carving in Bengal, 
Calcutta, 1901 ; N. G. Mukerji, Monograph on the Bilk fabrics of 
Bengal, Oaloutta, 1903; P. 0. Majumdar, The Mtmud of 
Mursludabad, Murshidabad, 1905.] 

Berhampore Sub-division.— Head-quarters suh-diririonof the 
Mmshx^bad Distiict, Bengal, lying between 23° 48' and 24° 22' N 
88° 44' K,.with an area of 752 square miles! 
ike sub-dmsioa is bounded on the north-east by the .Padma, east 
and souft-east by the Jalangi, and west by tbe Bhagirathi; a 
gieat portion of the area is low-lying and liable to floods. Its 
population was 471,962 in 1901, compared with 454,919 in 1891 
and in the former year there were 628 persons to the square mila 

it contams one loam BmiHAMPoiffl (population 24 8971 ilsben/l 
quarters, and 1,060 villages. U'°P>«auon Us Uead- 

sub-division of the MurshidL 
So Bengal, lymg between 24° 6' nnd 24° 23' N and 

68° 30' E., with an area of 370 square miles ’’ The 
sub-^vision IS divided almost equally by thdBhaglrathi flow 
mg from north to south; the eWei poW feZuSal fl2; 
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wlulo lliQ wofllcrn portion iu high and undulating. Its popnlaiion 
was 192,978 in 1901, compared ivitJi 181,720 in 1891, and 
Ihorowcro 522 persons to the square mile. It conlainB2 ton™ 
JtwRsuiiJAUAii (popjdntion 10,108} and Asimoanj (13,385), and 
032 villages. 

Jangipur Sub-division.— Northern Buh-divirion of the Mnrdiid- 
fd)fid Cislriel, llougal, lying between 24'’ 19' and 24® 62' N. and 
87® 49' and 88® 21' I*'., mth an area of 009 .square miles. The 
Biih-diviBion is divided into two paits by ilio Bhaglmtlil, tlio 
land to the west of that river being Jiigh and undulating, and 
that to the east being a fcrlilo ulTurial tract liable to Hoods. 
It* population wan 33-1,191 in 1901, .eompnred witli 017,179 m 
1891, and in the former j’cnr ibero were (557 persons to llio square 
mile. It contains one torni Jascipub (population 10,921), its 
liead-quarters, and 1,093 vDlagcs, 

Kandi Snb-division.— South-rvcFlem Bub-diririon of the 
bfundiidabad DiBtriot, Hengal, lying between 23® 43' and 24® 12' 
N. and 87® 60' and 88® 14' E., with an area of 612 pqnare miles. 
Tlio sub-diviBion which is watered hy the llhnglmihi and Bwfirba 
rivers, consistfi for ilic most part of xmdtilnHng eountij*, but 
near those rivers Iho land is alluvial and low-lying. Its popula- 
tion was 334,053 in 1901, compared with 297,122 in 1891, ond 
in the former year thero were (552 porsous to the square mile. It 
contains ono toma Kasim (population 12,037), its hcad-quMtiOF, 
and 883 villages. 

Azimganj. — ^Town in (ho Lfdbngh Buh-division, MurshidSbiSd 
District, Bengal, Bituated in 2-1® 16' N. and 88® 16' 13. on 
tlio tight honk of llio BhHgirnlhi. Tiio population of Aslniganj, 
logellior willi Jinganj on (ho opposite onnk which is included 
witiiin (ho samo municipal limits, was 13,385 in 1901. Astnigauj 
ifl tho torminuB of the branch railway from Kalbriti junction, 
and is an important trado centre. A small stenmer runs in 
connection with the railway hclwccn Arlmganj and Borlinmpoie, 
Imt somotimcfl during tho dry season it cannot got beyond 
Lrdhrigh. Azimganj is connected hy a foiry with Jihganj on Iho 
opposite hank, and a scn'ico of stenmors, which plios during tho 
raina between Jinganj and Dhulitln, calls hero for goods and 
papBongers. The town contains many woll-bnilt houses and somo 
unndsomo temples belonging to Jain mordiouts. Aeiraganj was 
coiiElitatod a municipality in 189G. Tho nvemgo income for 
Uio 8 yooifl ending in 1908-04 was Us. 16,000 and tho expendi- 
ture Kb. 15,000. In 1903-04 tho inconio was Ks. 16,000, of 
whioh lls. -9,000 was derived from a tax on persona (orm-operly 
tax), and tlio expenditure was Ks. 16,600. , 

Badrihat.— Ituins in the Lfilhagh suh-division, Murshidfihfid 
Dislriot, Bengal, Bituated m 24 ° 18' N. aud 88® 16' E. on the' 
right hank of tho Bhfigiralhi, a fow miles above Azimganj. 
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An anraent city with a palace or fort once stood here. Stones and 
])il]ars engraved with Pall characters, gold coins, and much 
broken pottery have been found; hut nothing has yet been 
discovered which throws any light upon the history of the place. 
The Pali inscriptions seem to point to the Buddhist period. The 
old Hindu name of Badrihat was changed by the Muhammadans 
to Ghiyasabad, in hononr of Ghiyas-ud-din, one of the Pathin 
kings of Gaur, who is said t'l have been buried here. 

•Berhampore Town (Bahrampur), — Head-quarters of ‘the 
Murshidabad District, Bengal, situated in 24° 8' N. and 88° 16' H, 
on the left bank of the Bhagirathi, 5 miles below the town of 
Murshidabad. Population (1901) 24,397, of whom 19,779 are 
TTiTidnH, 4,335 Muhammadans and 255 Christians. Berhampore 
was selected as a site for a cantonment in 1757 shortly after the 
battle of Plassey, the factory house at Cossimbazor having been 
destroyed by Siraj-ud-daula. The Court of Directors sanctioned 
the project to station troops here after the revolt of Mir K&sim 
in 1763, and the barracks were completed in 1767 at a cost of 
30*23 lakhs. The cantonment will always be remembered as the 
scene of the first overt act of Mutiny in 1857, when the garrison 
hod dwindled down to one ba'talion of native infantry and 
another of irregular cavahy and 2 guns. The sepo 3 r 8 of the 19th 
native infantry, who had been intensely excited by the story of 
the greased cartridges, rose, on the night of the 26th February, 
in open mutiny^ but were prevented f roin doing any actual harm 
by the firm and at the same time conciliatory behaviour of their 
commanding officer. After the Mutiny European troops were 
again stationed here, but they were finally withdrawn in 1870. 
^•barracks are still a prominent feature of ^e town, though 
they have now been appropriated to other uses. 

Berhampore was constituted a municipality in 1876. The 
average income for the decade ending in 1901-02 was Bs. 46,000 
and the expenditure Es. 44,000. In 1903-04 the income was 
Es, 62,000, of which Rs. 16,000 was derived from a 'tax on 
persons (or property tax), Es. 15,000 from a water-rate, and 
Es. 12,000 from a conservancy rate*. The expenditure in the 
,sarae year was Es. 71,000. In 1894 the late Moharani Sarna- 
mayi, o.i., undertook to furnish the town with a supply of 
filtered water. The works, which were opened in 1899, are 
designed to give a daily supply of 200,000 gallons. The water 
is pumped up from the Bhagirathi into 3 settling tanks each 
with a capacity of 229,000 gallons, whence it passes through 
filters into the clear water reservoirs. There we in all 12^ mifcs 
of pipes through which the water is distributed to the town* 

The Magistrates’ courts and munimpal offices are located in 
the barracks. The Sessions Judge’s court is about a mile to 
the south-east. The old military hospital has been converted 
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into n Districf juil. TIih has opcoinmod ih'ou for 310 prisoners, 
and tho chief indusirips arc oil pro'-«itip, s'lrki pnimding, carpciilry, 
(frtri wpaving and cano and bamboo -work. Otlwr public 
buildings nio tho circuit hou'o and dfik bungnlow, college, 
hospital and hmatio asylum. There are several ohurphos in the 
town, and the pnnjotovy eont'diis .eomo intcroiling memorial stones. 
'J'lic Borhamporc collogp, founded b 3 ’ Govommenl in 1853, is a 
first grade eoHego Ariili law oln®ics and a hostel for students. A 
pollpgiiito sc'liool is altnched to it. It possossc" fine buildings and 
a library, and is managod by a Iwnrd of tnistce-s. Tho Borhauiporo 
pnblip S'iu'>ljril r«h‘s managed by the cdalo of tho bito Eani Ama 
ludi Den of Cosf-imbaznr at an annual cost of Its 3,000. The 
hospital has 30 heels. The lunatic asylum ha.s been recently 
enlarged at a cost of 3 Inkbs so as to provide nccomm<vlation 
for 207 nmlo and 152 female paliculs. Lunatics arcrtccivcd 
boro from tlio ]’rc.sidenpy, Burdwan, and Hbagiilpur Divisions; 
in 1003-01 the maxlmnin number of inmates was 203. 

Blingwungold. — Jtivor mart in Ibo T/dbagli sub-division, 
Afursi.idribiul District, Bengal. .sitnnfwl in 2*1“ 2(»' and 18' B. 
on the Ganges. Bopulnlion (lOOl) 080. There are in reality two 
villngPd of the name, 5 nulc->fro!n each other, csdhdNow and Old 
Bhagwungolfi Tlic latter uas under Alnhanimndau rule iho port 
of Jlur'jliidahRd and on important eonuuereinl town. In 17‘13 it 
was attacked four times by ibo Afnralh5s without success, but sub- 
Ecqueiilly in 1750 it was taken, plunder, d and btirued by them. 
6iiS]-ud-danhi rested hero in Ins lliglit t.» Eftjnmbrd. 'J’ho river no 
longer flows bj* old Hhagwaiigola, and the triilOc is cjnfinefl to tho 
now town. 

Cossimbazar {Kthhi lazar), —VocnyoU town in the hcad- 
(luarlera sub-divbion of Alnrt-bidabnd Distriet, Bengal, situated 
in 2‘J° 8' N. aud 8S° 17' 33. on Iho Blnigimthi, and now 
iucludod in Bcrhnmpoio municipality. Popululion (1901) 1,202. 
T'his town, Ibo site of wliidt ia now a swamp marked by a few 
ruins, may lay claim to a historical inloresl superior oven 
to that of tbo city of Afiirshidiibad. Long befoiu tho da^ys 
of Alursliid ICuli Khan, who founded and gave his name to the 
latter oitj', tbo trade of Bengal was eontred at Oossinibarar, 
and tbo dificront European nations who trailed to India bad 
fnolorics lieio from vorv driy times. Tbo comniou nanio for 
tho Bhagiralhi iu English records down to Iho early j'Oars of 
tho loth cenluiy was tbo Cossimbazar river ; and tlio triangular 
tract enclosed by tho Dbfigirntbi, Padma and inlangi was 
knou-n in tbo oaily days of tbo Company ns tlio island of 
Cossiinbnzar. Tbeplnoo is snidtodorivo its name from a logondnr.y 
founder Kasim Klinn. Its history cannot bo traced back beyond 
tho 17lli century ; but even wdien first montionod it appears ns a 
place of great conscquonco. After Sntgaon had boon ruined by 
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the silting up of the Saraswati month, and before Calcutta Was 
founded, Oossimhazar was the great emporium. 

An English commercial agent was first appointed to Cossim- 
bazar in 1658 ; and nine years later it was decided that the 
Chief at this place should be also a member of OounoiL In 
1680 the factory at Oossimhazar, in common with 'the other 
English factories in Bengal, was confiscated by order of the 
Nawab Shaista Khan, but it was restored a year or two later, 
and at the close of the century had become the lending English 
commercial agency in Beng^. In 1681 Job Ohnrnook, the 
future founder of Calcutta, was chief at Cossimbnznr. In that 
3 ’ear, of £230,U00 sent out by the East India Company as tho 
investment to Bengal, £140,000 was assigned to Oossimhazar. 
In 1763 out of a total of £400,000 required as advances for 
inrestment, Cossimbazar demanded £90,000 or as much os any 
other two agencies, excepting Coiratta, and the filatures and 
machinery of the Company wore estimated to bo worth 20 lakhs. 
According to native tradition, the town was so studded uith lofty 
buildings that tho streets never saw the rays of tho sun. 

Tho factory of tho Company at Oossimhazar owed much of its 
wealth, and all its political importance, to its close neighbour- 
hood to the Muhammadan capital at MnrsbidSkad. But from tho 
same cause it was liable to constant danger. It was a matter of 
common occurrence for tho Nawab to order out his troops to 
blockade the walled factory, whenever he had any quarrel with 
the EngUsh Council at Calcutta. In 1757, when the Naw&b 
Siraj-ud-daula resolved to drive the English out of Bengal, 
Cossimbazar felt the first effects of his anger. The factory 
was taken without resistance, and the Englishmen, including Mr. 
Watts, tho Hesident, and Warren Hastings, his assistant, were 
sent in custody to Murshidabad. After the battle of Plassey, 
Cossimbazar regained its commercial impoiianco ; but the political 
power formerly held by the Eesident was transferred to the 
English Agent at tho court of the Nawab who lived at 
Murshidabad. 


The decay of Cossimbazar dates from the beginning of tho 
19th century, when its climato, which had previously been 
celebrated for salubrity, underwent an unexplained chano'e for 
the worse, so that the margin of cultivation receded ami wild 
beasts increased. In 1811 Cossimbazar town is-deseribed as noted 
for its silk, hosiery, horaa, and inimitable ivory wbrk, while the 
surrounding country was “ a wilderness inhabited only bv beasts 
of prey.” .In 1813 the ruin of the town was effected by a^ change 
m the com-se of the Bhagiralhi, which suddenly deserted its 
amnont bed and, instead of following its former bond to the east 
took a sweep to the weri; it now flows 3 miles from the site of the 
old town. The channel m front of tho warehouses of Cossimbazar 
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licpnmo a pps'.ift'roua nmifh, n innlariotis fovor brol;c out, and llw 
plaoo gradnnUy Li’cnnio doiioimliili'd. Tlio Goinpaiiy’s filatures, 
however, ooiifinucd lo work, and weaving’ only coaled when it' 
becamo impopsiblo any longer lo compete wjh the cheaper cotton 
goods of Manchester. In 1829 a oensii? returned Iho population 
at !t,588. The town is tho seat of the Sriilinraja of Oofsim- 
liaJMir, a de.soenilnnl of KBnta Babn, haiit/nn of Warren Hastings. 
] [is palace is a fine building, and poilion.s of it were constrncled of 
bonutiful o.irvcd atono taken from tho piilnco of Choi Singh, the 
MalifirAja of IJenaios. Apart from thi<,_ ruins of huge buildings 
and broad mounds of earth nlono remain lo attest tho former 
grandeur of the idnco. Tho fimt wife of Warren llactingsis 
buried hero, and her ioinb with ita inseriptiou is still in 
oxistonco, 

Dhulian.— Mart in tho Jnngipur sub-division, Mnrs-liidsliAd 
District, Bongid, situated in 24® 42' N. and 87° 58' B. on the 
DbagTralhi. 'I’lio name is commonly appHod to a group of 5 
villages with a population in 1901 ol 4,900 persons. Dhuli&n is 
tho t-ilo of nn annuiil fair and one of the most important river marls 
in tho District, being th» seat of a largo trade in rice, pulsas, gnira, 
wlieat and otbor food grains. A staimer sonico plies ktwowi 
DhnliAn and Jiagnnj during the rains. 

Giria.— Site of battlo field in the Jnngipur sub-dhision, 
Mur.ihidAbad District, Bongnl, lying in 24° 30' N. and 88° C* B. 
to tlio Eouth of Sat!. It is famous as tbo seonc of two important 
battles, tho first in 1740, whon tho NawAb Ali Votdi IChnn defeated 
SnrfariiK IfliAn, his rival, for Iho government of Bengal; the sucmid 
in 1703 when Mir Ko'-ira, Nnwab of Bengal, after declaring war 
on tho Enst India Company, wa.s finally defeated and the governor- 
ship confcrr«l for the second lime on Mir Jafar. 

Jangipni’ Town. — ^llond-qnnrlors towi of tlio sulwlivision uf 
the same name, MnrsliidilbAd District, Bongnl, situated in 24° 28' 
N. and 88° 4' B. on tho BliApIrathi. I’opulation (1901) 10,921. 
Tho to^vn, wliich is said to have been founded by tbo emperor 
Jahangir, wns during tho carlxycnre of BiiHsli rule an important 
contro of tho silk trndc and tho sito of one of tho Comjiany's 
commercial roridouoios. Tlicro arc still extensive fihituros in the 
neighbourhood. Situated near tho mouth of tlio BliAglrathi, it is 
tho ohiof toll station for boats passing along that river. It was 
oonstitutod a municipality in 1869. Tho nvorogo inoomo for tho 
doondo ending in 1901-02 was Bs, 11,000 and tho oxpondituro 
Es. 10,000. In 1903-04 tho income wns Es. 14,000, including 
Eb. 4,000 obtained from tolls and ferries, and Es. 3,000 dorived 
from a tax on persons (or property ta.x) ; and tho aviiouditure 
was Es. 13,000. Tlio town with tho courts and olBccs originally 
stood on tho loft bank of tho Bhogirathi, but owing to tho shift in" 
of tho river, tho sub-divisional oQloes havo boon moved to its 
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richt bank, U.at portion of tlio lovm being known ns KnglmnSth- 

^ a .• 1 *_•! 1.-^ fjVak O fl 



loft bank of tbo Bliagimlbi, 3 miles north of Jrnrshidilbftd city, 
mid opposite Assimganj stnlion on tbo Ensl Iwlinn Rnilway. 
Population (1001) 8, Till. Though it has somowhat declined in 
iniportancc. Ji&gtini is still n largo depot wltoru rice, jutC| silk, 

^ « Vl . _# fa... A 



feny, and during tho rainy season a slcamor plies hc-lweon it nnd 
Dbuli&n. It contains some largo houses, the properly of Jain 
merchants, many of whom dwell here, though tho main colony 
lives in Azimganj. 

Eandi Town. — ^Ilond-quartors of the suh-division of tho famn 
name, Murshidahad District, Bengal, siluated in 23'' 68' 2s*. 
nnd 88° 3' E. near tho Kor river. Population (IflOl) 12,037. 
K&ndi owes much of its importonoo to tho fact that it is tlio ro> 
eidonco of the llnjas of Pnikpara, n wcallliy nnd devout Hindu 
family. Tho founder of this family was Ganga Gohiud Bingh, 
a banyan of Warren Hasting, who ims horn at Kfiiidi, and 
retired tliiihor in his old ago with an immense fortune, which ho 
devoted to tho erection of slmncs and images of ICrifhnn. Ilia 
name has acquired a trndiliounl oclchrity for tho most nmgnifi- 
cont triiM/ia or funeral ohsequira over porfoimcd in Bengal, cost- 
ing 2(1 lakhs, in honour ol liis inoUicr. Kundi ivas coiistiliiicd 
a municipality m l8C9. Tho nvcmgo incomo nnd c.\ppnditui-o 
for tho decade ending in luOl-02 was Its. 7,000. In i0"3.U t 
tho incomo inis Its. 0,000, mainly from n tax on persons, and (ho 
expondiluro was Ks. 8,000. Tho town contains tho nsiial puhlio 
oflicos, a sub-jail with accommodation for 2-1 prisonora, and a 
dispensary with 24 hods. Tho latter is mniutained from tho 
pmceeds of an endomnont fund, now nmoiiuling to p.VJ lakhs 
loft by tho lato Kumar Giris Chandra Siuha of I’aiknira. nnd is 
tho best equipped hospital in tho District. • * 

Iffurshidabad Town.-^-IIcad-quarlors of tho lAlbngb sub- 
diviaon, MurbliidabSd District, Bengal, siliialod in 24°*’l2' N 
and 88° 17' E. on tho loft bank of tho Blifigirnlbi. Tho 
town winch possesses groat historical intorcst was formerly known 
ns MakhsiiBabud or Maksudubiid, nnd is stated by Tioffontlialcr to 
bavo boon founded by the emperor Akbnr. In ICOK tlio Afchftns 
from Onssa m tho ooiirso of their rohollion defeated 5,000 of 
thoimpoml troops and plundered tho town. Jn 1701 tho gi-eat 
Nawab Mursliid Kuli Khin moved tho seat of povnvntnm,* 

‘'‘cn called nUcr himself' jK 
shidub&d; (ho old name, however, stiU lingons, and (ho iqicllhj: 
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Iktiixudavnd is foiinil in Iho oaily Enplirti roconU ns Info ns 17G0. 
Tradition rolatcs tlint Ifunilikl Knli Khan morod liis govpni- 
jnont to tins plttoo llirougb fear of iirinco Azim-iisli-sban, wbolmd 
attempted to nsvissinalo liini at iJncfa. It Boems more probable 
' that bo was indneeJ to do so by political eonsiderntions, Dacca 
lind lost its importance, for Ibo Mngbs and the PortTigneso wero 
no longer dangerous ; and (be Imiilcs of Ibe Bliuglratbi afforded a 
more central position for tbo inanngomf nt of the tbreo jm^-inccs of 
Bengal, Bihar and Oris'n. The new city was nlfo Eiluatod on tbo 
main line of communication Ivotween the upjwr Ganges vnlloj and 
the sea, along which the treasures of India were now begiimiug to 
find their wnj' to the Eurtijiean nctllemojits on the Iloogldy; and 
it commanded the town of Coesjmhaznr, where <ill the foreigners 
had important faclotio?. Moieovoi-, the situation in tliOfO days 
was rcg.udcd as very health}’. Miu'shid Knli Khan, by birth a 
Bifihman, and by edneation a court ier. was one of the most able 
ndminibtrulord tlint ever son’cd the Muglial empire in time of 
peace Only second to the Nawub in o<ilahli«hing the inipoilnnro 
of MurshidVihiid, was the Jain haiiher, Jlfinik Oliand .Ingal Srth, 
by whoso predominating intlucnco ns a financier, the residence 
of the governor bocamo also (ho centre of the rovoime collections 
for Bengal, Bih'ir and Orl>«v». 

The dynasty founded by iftmiliid Knli Khan did not conlinno 
in tbo direct lino beyond two penemlions. Ali Ynnli Iflifm won , 
tbo governorship by conquest m 1710. Troublous times Mowed 5 
in 1712 the Mnralba invaders sent by the chief of BcrAr plundered 
tbo Fuburlis of Mursbidab.Vl and obtained a booty ol 3 lftkli« 
from Jagal Seth. In the next year (wo separate armies of 
Marntlins came in, and Ali Vnrdi only nvoidod battle by playing 
off ono chief against the other, and at Inst got rid of the stronger 
by paying a largo sum of money. From this date till 1701, 
when lie ceded to tbo Srarntlins the pronneo of Ori'sa and 
agreed to pay an annual (ax of 12 laklis. Ali Ynrdi was con- 
tinually pressed by botli the Itranithns and tbo Afghans, lie 
was succoedod in 1750 by his grandson Sirnj*nd-dauln, who 
in tbo followng year captured tbo English factory at Co^sim- 
bazar. During this period (bo oily itsmf never sniTorod cither 
from domostio or foreign war. Each succcssivo irinco, after 
the Eastern fa‘-liion, built for Ium<!olf ono or more now palttec.<!; 
and the great family of Jngat Sotb preserved their position as 
State bankers from gonoruliou to geiioratiou. On entering 
Mursbidabiid after the viotoiy of Plas-soy, Colonel Olivo wrote;— 
“ Tliis city is" ns extensive, populous, and rich as tbo oily of 
Loudon, with Ibis difloronco, tfmt tbero nro individuals in the 
first possopsing infinitely gronlcr properly than in the last city.” 

Even after tbo conquest of Bengal by the British, bfnrsludabfid 
remained for Eorao time the eoat of administration. Plasso}’ was 
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fought in 1757, just beyond the pir'cnl Eoutlicm limits of 
Muishidabad District; but that buttle was not rcganb-d at the 
time ns interfering willi Muhaninindnn ^ndpppudon^^ Wyoiid the 
pibstitutiou of a subservient Nawtib for the savage Pir.ij*tid-<lnuia. 
The onlj' opparent rcsidt wns that the eonimeroiiil diicf of iho 
factory at Oo?sinibnzar was superseded by a I'olitical Ilesid(nt 

'ITIm • llkx !«•.« jl.^ 



duraiii or financiid adinitiHrntion of Doug.d, Uiliar and OrL-sa 
from the Mughal emperor, Shah AHm, ns the prize of the vii torv 
atlluAar; and in the following year Lo:d Clive, ns GovemeV 
of Dengal, prodded in j-erson ut the juiitid or annual scttlt'- 
ment of the lovinucs. lint oven on this oc<‘u>-ion the yomig 
Nawnb eat on the wi/jnmrf, with the Governor on his lirlit 
hand. The entire work of ndirinistration etill remained, with- 
out serioiw chock or suiJcrvision, in the hands of the Muhammadan 
ofEoials; and Jngat Seth continued to l>o the State banlcor. The 
first great reform was effected in 1772 by M'armi Hiiitiugc. 
nho removed the Supremo Civil and Criminal Couifs fiom 
Murshidabiid in Calcutta. After an csporicnrt> of time j-iai# 
the tribunal of criminal justice wisrc-trati'-rt'n-cd to Jtunhitlilbftd’ 
and it was not till 1700, under Urd Comwallk “ 
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transforred to Derhampore, winch had been from the fi^t the rite 
of the military cantoninent-s. Murrliidabfid titv wa- thus left 
onlynsthoresMciue oflhe Kawub Nazim, a do-rondniif of Mn 

Jafar, who till 1^82 retained certain marks of town'lisnlv with-'n 

his palace, and received a jicnsion of 1C lakhs a icar (The Invf 
holder of tho litlo wa. for manv ymn reddont in Knglnnd. On 
hm return to India, ho abdicated his posUion in favour if his 
son, who Buccecdcd him, hut without any sovertign ,igl 1- 
and on a diminished p. wion. Tho title of tho prenut drSl! 
ant of tho oneo ludojiendont nilcrs of BeiiPid. I'llinr mul n,: 
is now simply that of Nawtih Dahadur of jfursliidftbld. ^ ^ 

With tho los.s of its political imnorlanco the sicn jIthI « i » 
lion of Mui-bhiduhad also declined.*^ Tho Inrccsf dimnn ^”1’*'^'': ivV'’'" 
tho city proper in 1759 arc said to havJhoefcn 
Bhagiratfii inlenoih and 2J miles in breadth on enoh-hnnk Tf ho 
nvor, while tho circumfcrcnco of its oxtonsivo suhinirt.,." i ' ? 

as high as 30 miles. In fho h(-m'imlnnMhn S r’»< 

wU,f fim. tt, doray ot fto aUriS lirf '»• 

BcTeial caiimalos of tho liopulBiioo - Imt tpo 
»Uoh lUo city fl,W 

enumeration adopted. In 1315 the number 3 W?” 
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oslinmicd nt 80,0u0 niid i!io total population at 105,000 eouls 
In 1020 tho MngiHirnfo, Mr. llnwlliorn, relurnod tliepojmlatioii 
nt 140,170. In 1087 Mr. Adam found tlio inliuuitanU of 
Mur^hidub&d oily to amoonl to 124,801 pprsons, vLioli showB a 
dcorcaso of nearly 1 5 per cent, in 8 years. At iho time of tho finil 
icmilnr_ census in 1872 tho popnlntiou of tho city was 4G,182 niul 
it has Binco atill turlhor dinuuWicd. In 1901 oxcludinp its suhnib 
Aximram, which was formed into a sopnmto municipality in 
lS9i}, its inbAbitanis miittbercd only 15.1 OS. 

I’liiMinps. Murshidnbfid oxbibits «t tho present day hut few traces of its 

Tho paittcc, former grandeur. Tho cliiof obiocl of iittraclion is tho palace of 
tho Nawtib Bahadur on tho onnks of tho Bhnglrathi. It is a 
largo and imposing pilo of buil^ngs in tho Italian stylo dfsigncl 
by Oolonol Madcod of tbo Bengal Engineers, but executed entirely 
by natives and finislicd in 1837. The cdiiieo ilsolf is onlH 
by tho natives tbo JUaznr Jludn or boiiso of oiio tbomaud doors 
and windows, and together with otiior buildings enclosed witbia 
tho sarao wall, it is known ns tbo JS'izdimt bin or fort. The pabue 
is 425 foot long, 200 foot wide, and 80 fi-ct bigh. TIio grotin'l 
floor is raado of stone, tho first floor of ninrhlo nnd tho second 
floor of wood. Tho hanquclting hall is 191 feel long and 5;) led 
wldo. In tbo coulrc of tbo building is a dome, from which 1 iuiij,m 
a vast and superb clinudclior of 1 10 branehes. Tlio palnoo ronlaim. 
many mro old pictures, costly jewellery, cliitm and arm*!. Tbo 
rosidoncos of tho ifawab Bahadur nnd tho mcrabors of tbii 
Nizfimat family arc a series of onc-sloriiil buildings, devoid of 
beauty nnd unsafe to Hvo in. 

Tho Imambilro thousc of prayer), which was built directly ia 
front of the northern princi|wl door in tlie year 1 047, is a fine stmo- 
turo and is eoniidornbly larger than the Ininmhfira nt llooglily. 
It stands on iho site of a moro celcbmfod building erected by 
Sinij'ud-dnula, which was ncoidoully burnt down in 1810. 

About lit miles to tho oast of the palace is tho Topkhfinn,thc 
sito of tlio arlillory park of tbo Nnwub Nfizim, nnd tbo osst 
ontranco to Iho old oily. Hero in a largo gun 17^ foot loim 
with a girth of 5 foot nt Iho brooch, weighing 2J mnnnds, which 
W'oa made at Dacca during tho reign of Shiih jnbnn. Tho pun is 
now oralicddcd in a pipai troo svhieh has lifted it ninny foot .shove 
the ground. In tho pnlnco armoury is nnoth’or gun, cast by 
Ifibhor Dns Knrmnkdr, formerly tho property of Mabdraja Krishna 
Chandra Bui of Nadift. 

WoUjliii. Ono-nnd'n-linll miles south-east of tho pnlaco is tho Motijhil, 
madoinau old bod of tho river Bhagirathi, in tho slinpo of a 
horso-shoo, hy Nnwilsish MuhnTfimad Khnn, iiophow and sou-in- 
law of All Vordi Khdn, who, with materials brought from tho 
mins of Qaur, built n stono liall (Simgi-Diilau), Mnimisnrai 
(horoml, a mosque oud vut-oificcs, and lived here with his 
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beautiful -wifo, Gbaaeti Degam. Motijhil urns taken by Sirij-ud* 
dnnla in 1750 after tbc death of JkOwnaMi Mnliammad, and it 
was from hero that ho marched for tho battle of riaesey. 
llir Jnfnr built a garden house hero in 1758. Lord Clive alnycd 
at ilotijhil in 1705 to negotiato tho transfer of tho dlvSni to the 
Company, and again in 1766, when tho first Knglish ;)»Myd or 
rovtaiuo collection was held hero. Motijhil ws alto the residcnco 
of "Warren Ilnstings, ^Vhetl ho beeamo Political Itejudent at tho 
Court of Murthidubad. and of Sir John Shore in n similar capacity, 

A mosquQ at ICntra to the north-emit of Motijhil. about 1 j miles KitiS 
from tho lity of Murshidfibad, contains the mausoleum of ]!iluri>hid 
Enll Khan, tho foimder of Murehidabrtd. This urns for a long 
time tho chief mosque of the city, and was a place of pilgriinngo 
for devout Muhammadans, Mursliid Kuli Khan being regarded as 
a saint. 

Situated at a distance of about a mile from tho palace at JnfaTsitii. 
Mnishidab:id, Jnfniganj lontams tho oW rcsidi-neo of Mir Jnfnr 
^^hon ho uras commaudcr-in-chiof. His audience hall, sinco turned 
into an Imambara, and hi<s duelling house still exist. Here Iho 
last FccTot conference before the battle of i’lnssoy took place 
betureen him and Mr. Watts, tho chief factor at Cos.«imba»tr, who 
entered tho house in a palfd ns a pardaiiitfiln woman. It is said 
that 6L'Aj-ud-daultt was murdered here. 

Tho Mubarak Mnnri I js a garden house SJ miles south-east of MuhSrtV 
tho palace ; tho main buildings and the oul-olhees were built by the Msniil. 
East India Company, and tho Netfar Ducani Ad'ilnt -x-ns hold hero 
from 1765 to 1781. Kuwab numfijiin Jnh bought thc«o buildings 
in the ye.rr 1881, and converted lliem, together with extensivo 
adjoining lands, into a garden house now known ns tho L'll 
Bangala (llrd Diingnlow). On tho terraco Flood tho throne 
of llio Subalidars of Dcngnl, which was mndo in 16-13 at 
blonghyr and is a round table of black fIoiio 0 feel in diameter 
and 18 inches high, svilij four thick pedoFtnls, the s\holo ho\ni 
out of ono blo'ck. This^ has been removed to Uulculta, svhero it is 
to find a place m tho Victoria Mcrooriol Uall. 

About 2 miles north of tho city of Mnrshidlibad is Mnbimrmur. M«hltt. 5 . 
once tho Feat of tho famous ■'financier and banker Jngat Seth P“r. 
Hero Wntts and Walsh met Mir Jnfnr and Itujii llai Durlnbb 
3 days after the battle of Pbissoy, and conforrod conceniinir 
the payment of tho amounts Flij»ulnfcfl for by them before tho 
battle svns fought. Clive, WnttF, Sorafton, Alcoran and Uni 
Durlnbh were again present hero on the 29lh Juno, when Clivo 
repudiated the agreement svith.Umichnnd. A portion of tho 
houso_ has hocn washed away by Uio river; the old pTaco of 
worship, however, and pomo ruins remain to this day 

u* On the right bank of the rivey opposite Motijhil is tho Khu-sh-Ks. . 

bSgh ^or the gordon of hnppmcep), the old ccmolcTy of Ali Wnrdi bi ‘ 
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KhSn, Sirtj-ud-tlaulfl and thoir family. It conrijts of throo walled 
o»olo3uro3, in tbocontro of whiob is tho principal ccn]etory,contaiH. 

tho remains of All Vnrdi Khun and Sir&j>ud<daula. The 
grounds nro laid out as gardens with hedges hordoring tho wolks, 
and contain many Qno trees. On the samo side of tho river, 
Cpposilo Jafarganj, nro tho lovely pleasnro grounds of Utrajhll 
(lake of diamonds), and tho palace at Monsurganj constructed* by 
tiirtij-ud'daula, hoforo ho becamo Nazim of Dongal. It was at 
Mnnsitrgauj palnco that Clivo soatod Mir Jafar on the mtnad 
of I3oiig.tl after tho battle of Flossoy. Near this was the palace 
of Murfidbngh, where Oliro stayed on his cntranco into the city 
af(or the battle. Only n portion of tlio foundation remains, and 
tho greater portion of tho Blrajhll has been cut away by tho 
river Uhngirathi. Also on tho same side of tho rivor is tho llesb* 
nihigh, uoiisisting of beautiful gardens ooulaining tho mausulonm 
of Sliuja Khiin, tho scoond N&zim of Bengal and itnrshid Euli 
Kbfin'.s son-in-law. 

Aril and Tho principal industries of UruisbiditbSd aro those fostered 

factuM*. lii-vury of tho nativo court. Carving iu ivoiy is an old 

spooialily of tho city, and tho nrlificors of tho town, though now 
few in number, still produce highly finished work : other menu, 
fttcturos are the ombroidoty of fancy nrtioles with gold and silver 
laco, tlio weavitig of silk goods, tho making of musicol instru- 
ments ntid hiilckan. 

Municipal. Iturahidfibiid was constituted a municipality in 1869. The 
average income for the decade onding in 1901-02 was Es. 24,000 
and Iho ospmdiluro Es. 23,000. In 1003-04 tho income was 
Es. 19,000, of whioli Es. 6,600 was obtained from a tax on 
porsons, and iho ospondiluro was Hs. 18,000. Tho olBoial name 
for Murahidiibadis L&lbiigh as Iho head-mmrtors of thoLMhagh 
buh'division, and it contains sub-divisional oflSoos, a rah-joil with 
ncfloramodarion for 12 prisoners, and a dispensary with 22 beds. 
Tho two most important ddncationnl institutions aro tho Nawah’s 
imdnha iniondod osolusivoly for tho relatives of the Nnwah 
Bahadur and tlio Nizamat high school maintained by the 
Nawilb. , , , , 

Eanghmati.— Ancient town in tho Borhnmporo sub-^rMon, 
MnrEihidftbrid District, Bmignl, situntod in 24® i* N. and 88 11' 
E. on tho right bank of tho Bhagirothi, 6 miles south of 
Borhamporo., Bopulaiion (1901) 400. Tho clay hero rises into 
hliiffe 40 foot high, which form tho 'only elevated ground in ' 
tho neighbourhood, and aro vory conspicuous from tho rivor. 
Pew romains have boon found osoept pottery and the traces of 
buildings, tanks, and wolls ; but Eaugamati is rioh in traditional 
liistory. Tho legend rospooling Iho origin of tho name, which 
moans “ rod earth,” is IhatBibhishaun, brother of Eavann, being 
invited to a feast by n poor Brfthmnn nt EangnmRti, rained gold' 
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on Ibo pound ns a token of gratitude. By othow tho miraclo 
is tefeiTcd to Bhu Dob, who through the power of his nustoritics 
rained gold. Rnngamali has been identified by Mr. Bovoridgo with 
tho city of Kama Savnrnn, tho capital of tho old kingdom of tho 
same nnmo visitod by tbo Chineso pilgrim Iliucn IViiuig about 
Gi!9A. D. It may also hnvo boon tlio site of lho_ cluof of tho 
monasteries mentioned by lliuen Tsiang an Lo-to-wowslii-scng-kin* 

Ian, a phonetic rondcring of tho Sanskrit Haelarifi tm^hUrAma, 

After the hluhammndan conquest in 1203, llnngamnti (accord* 
ing to Long) formed one of tho ‘10 faujdarit into which 
Bengal was then divided. Its Hindu Knmiudtlr was a consider* 
able person, and on tho occasion of tho pent jnmi/d at ]\roti]hll 
in 17G7 ho received a khilal worth Its. 7,278, or as much os 
the zamindur of Nadia. Tho site of Bangamati was nt ono 
time selected in preferonco to Berhamporo as a healthy spot 
lor tho croetion of barracks. Tho East India Company formerly 
had n silk factorr hero. All that is now left of this oncient 
town is a bungalow and a silk iilaluto belonging to tho Bengal 
Silk Company. 

[H. Beveridge, T/ie nUf of Kama Surarna, Journal of ih 
Jti'jdc Hociely, JSengal, vol. Ixii, part i, No. 4 ; Col. Wnlford, 

Miatie Herrarchet, vol. ix, p. 39; and Oapt Xayard, JauriM/ 
of l/ie Aniatic Soeiety^ Jieiiyal, vol. aadij 

JcBSoro District (rVrto/wrfl).--Districl of Iho Presidonoy JJwn. 
Dirision, Bengal, lying hotwcon 22° 47' and 23° 47' N. and 
88° 40' and 8«° 60' E. with an area of 2,926 square miles, n,J5, J"”* 
It is bounded on tho north and west by tho Nadia District ; rim 
on tho south by Khulna ; and on tho cast by tho Uadhumati »?*'«««■ 
and Barosia rivers which separate it fromPaiidpur. 

JcE'^re forms tho control portion of tho delta botw'con tho 
ITooghly nnd tho Mcglmii estuary, and is on nllurinl idnin inter* 

Eoctou by rivors nnd 'wotor*cour808, which in parts of tho south of 
tho District ' spread out into largo marshes. Tho river Byatom 
was formerly supplied by tho Podma, and tho rivers for tho most 
part flowed across tho District from the norlh*WGst to tho south* 
east. Tho north-west of tho District was gradually roised by Ihtir 
periodical inundations till their conneotions with tho Podma 
silted up, and tho livers with tho solo oxcoplioii of tho Garni, 
which with its continuation tho MadJiumnli la still an important 
offshoot of that rivor, ceased to bo running slrcnniB, fhoir hods 
degonorating into stagnant marshes during tbo greater part of 
tho year. Tho Dislriot, which is onliroly a fluml formation, 
is thus naturally divided into two parts, tho thickly popnloted 
country to tho north, now raised by continual doposils Uyoud 
tho rc^li of tho inundations by which it. was previously nfleolod 
declining towards Iho south into swampy tracts, where tho 
rivore nio tidal and tho only parts suilahto for habitation nro 

II 2 
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the liigli lanfls along llieit banks. Tho principal rivers, vrliich 
are couneoled with one another by numerous orOES'O^nncls, 
are the Gaiiat and Ibo Maidiiumati to the cast, and proceed* 
ing from north to south, the ICiorAU, Kabagangti, Chitra, Kaba« 
diik, Bhaihab and Iciiasiati. The iust-monlioned rivers, which 
wore oiiginiiUy distributaries of the Padma, have now largely 
silted up in <beir upper reaches, and aro in niouy cases entirely 
cutoff from their pai-ent stream. ThoKumiir, abranchof the' 
Malnbhanga, discharges into tho Nubaganga at Mngura; it 
is also coimcctcd with the Hodhumati by tho Little Biirada. 
The 2Tabagang6, also formerly an offshoot of the Mfitfibhanga, 
no longer gota any ilood disebargo from Hint river, and boat tridiio 
is impracticable bo.tond Jhonida, while between Jhf-ntda and 
Mugura it is only navigable lor about (breo months in tho year. 
The silting up piocess has extended ns far eonih ns Binodpur, below 
wbicb it is navigable tlffoughouf tho .lear. Tho iJabagangA 
formerly joined llio iladhnmati near Lohagnrn, but the connection 
bus riltcrl up audits wntcre now flow down tho Bahkiina; this 
river divides into two branches nl Putua, tho cnetem hranch 
•which tlows into tho JMndhuinat! being known ns the Kftlia or 
Gaiigni river, while tho wcNtorn hrancli continues to ho called tho 
llunlvina. I’ho ICuhaduk, formerly an oHshoot of^ tho Mata* 
hhfinga, has silled up in its upper jiorlion, but is navigahlo 
below Kotoliundpur by large boats tinonghoul tho your. ^ Tho 
Bhnirnh, which Icavts thoKaliaduk on its left bank above Tahirpur, 
has similarly silted up in its ni'per reaches, tho channel above 
Jessoro being I'nictically only n line of marshes. Tho Majudkliali 
IGial brings down some ol tho waters of tho Chitra to tho Bhnirab 
at Simultttla, and the Bhairnb is aleo connected with Uio Chitra by 
tho Gohra-Afi a Jvhal. The Ichfiiiiat i, wliich flows ccross tlio south- 
west conicr of Iho District, is nuvigublc in this pait of its course 
throughout tlio year. 

Tlio Di'-trict is covered by jccont alluvial dcporils consisting 
of sandy clay and sand along tho course of the rivcis, and fmo 
silt oonsolidaliiig into clay in tho flatter parts of tho river plain, 
where beds of iinjuiro peat also occur. Sand is found in largo 
(juuntities only along tho hanks and e/ims of the Madliuniali. 

Tho slrolohcs ol low-lying land under rioo cultivation afford 
a foothold for various mmsh spooios, wliilo tho numerous ponds 
and ditohes arc filled with submerged and floating water plants. 
Jlomarkahlo among thoso for its rarity, and inlere.sung on acccunt 
of ila distribution to Jiuropo on tho one hand and Australia on the 
otlier, is tlfo floating Jhonnt Ahtroam^a, The edges of sluggish 
oroolcB arc lined njtli largo sedges and buhrushos, and tho hanks of 
rivers have n hedgo b’ko scrub jungle. Tho sides ol embankmonfs 
and viUngo silos, whoro imt occupied by hahitations, nio densely 
coveiod with village slmihhoiiivi of semi-spontancous .species, 



JK830KE DISTRICT. 


.101 

intersporsed with clumps of planted bamhoos and groves of Arecoy 
JUoripffa, Mangifera, and Ajiona. The babul (Acaci’tt arabica) 
also grows in great abundanooi and the banyan ^Ftcus iwhca), 
pipal {Ficus riligiosa), tamarind {Tamarindus indica), and mulberry 
reach a large size. The north and east of the District are dotted 
with numerous groves of date palms {Pbecnix acatilts), and many 
• of the principal roads ore lined with fine avenues of banyans, 
cosuarinas {Casuarina inuricata) and mulberry trees. Waj'sidos 
and waste places are filled with grasses and weeds, usually of 
lilUe intrinsic interest but often striking because of their 
distribution; many of them have been inadvertently introduced 
Inhuman agency, and include European or African and American 
species. There are no forests in the District. 

Leopards were formerly common, and ndld hogs are still very Fauna, 
numerous in some parts of the Dislriot. The latter do great 
damage to growing crops, especially^ to sugarcane. 

The mean temperature for the year is 74°. The mean mini- Tempera- 
mum rises from 53° in January to 79° in June, at which point it*”® 
remains constant until September ; the mean maximum is mghost “ ‘ 
(97°) in April. The average rainfall is 60 inches, of which 7 
fall in May, 11*3 in June, 10*4 in July, 10*7 in August and 7*7 
in September. 

The country once formed portioa of the old kingdom ofnietory. 
Banga or Samatata, but the earliest traditions still ourrent are 
associated with the name of Khanja Ali, who came to the District 
4i centuries ago. Ho obtained a jagir from the king of (^ur 
and made e^ensive clearances in the Sundorbans, where he 
appears to have exercised all the rights of sovereignty till his 
death in 1459. He left numerous mosques and tombs, but 
most of these ore in theKlulna District. / The next traditions 
' are connected with Eaja Yikramaditya, one^ of the chief ministers 
of Daud ELan, the last king of,Bengid, who obtained a grant 
in the Sundorbans and established a city to which ho rotii'ed 
with his family and dependents. The vernacular name of the 
District is a corruption of fasohara (“ glory depriving ”, as 
it is said to have robbed Gaur of its pre-eminence), the name 
given by VikraToaditya to his capital city, the site of which 
, was atlswAUiPUK in the Hhulna DistTioty^Vikramaditya was 
succeeded by his son Pratapadifya, the popular hero of the Sun- 
darljans, who gained predominance over the twelve diiefs or* 
Bhuiyas who then held the south and east of -Bengal; he 
was eventually defeated and captured by Eaja 'Man Singh, the 
leader of Akbar’s armies in Bengal from 1689 to *160& The 
• name, Jessore continued to attach itself ,to the estates which 
Pratapaditya had possessed. The militaiy governor, who bald 
charge of them, and who was located at .Mirzanagar on the 
Eabadak, was called the faujdar of Jessore; and when the 
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bcnd«qnarUrs of tho Dlalricl were brouglil to llii'iba (wbbre Iboy 
now arc), (ho namo Jessoro was applied to iho toim where the 
oonrls word locatod. Until 1786 Ino District was still ncarlj: 
contohninottB tritli Kfija Prat&paditj'a’s territories, but rinco that 
Hato inrgo areas havo from timo to hmo been oseised, and at tho 
present day it covers bdrcly onc*bdlf of its original area. 

Aiter tho fall of Knjft Pratfipadityn those of bis_ jnr^amt 
•vviiioh wero situated snthin the present area of tlus Dhtricl 
wore divided into tbreo zamlndfiris, that in the south being 
bold by the BSiR of Jc6«or o. known ns tho Chfind^ Bfij a. and 
tliat in the north by tho of Naldang g. while the tliird, 
'called tho rftmlndAri of Bbri‘i]uin& , foU into tlio hands of HajA 
BitA Ham Itai, concerning Whom there oro nuincrons legends in 
tlio north-cast of Iho District. ITo wtts a tahildSr of n village 
called Haribnmagar on tho bank of Ibo Mndbumati river, and is 
said to linvq boon deputed by the Nnwab of Dacca to collcot bis 
t'evonuc*, but as the revenues never went furtber than SitA 
Dam himself, the NawAb sent on ntrniy against him and at 
length surcooded in capturing him about tho year 1712. 
ruins of SitA DAm’s palace and tho various largo tanis which 
h6 ooustructed are still to bo scon nt Mubammadpur. 

The DaJAb of Jo«soro orCliAnchra trace their origin toBhA- 
b'esu'or Dai, a soldier in ibo army of an imperial genorol, who 
conferred on him sovornl parpnnas token from PmtapnditVa . He 
died in 1688, and was succeeded bj' Ms son Mabtfib PAm D ai, who 
assisted MAn Bingb against PratApAditya, onTht tho close of the 
wor was allowed to retain iho pargannB mndo over to Ms father. To 
bim'suooeedcd Dnudarpa Dai, who added considerably id the estates; 
and hti in turn wos followed by hlanohor Dai (1649-1705), who 
is logatded as the priuotpal founder of the family. The estate, 
Xvhon ho inherited it, was of moderate size, but ho acquired one 
JoorjroHa oftor aiothor, until, nt his death, tho proportv “was by 
lar the largest in the neighbourhood. The estate tiion went 
to Krishna DAm, who wnH^owed by SukbDeb Dai tl729-46). 
Tho lAtter divided tho estate into a Ibrto-qnartors dinro and a ^ 
Vmo-quartor share, tho former being called the Isafpur and tho 
latter the 'Saidpur estate. Tho latter was given by Snkh^ Dob 
fo tii Prolbcr SyAm Bandar, who died Hvithout issue, IcMung it 
vacant. It was afterwards donforred by the East India Oom- 
Wny h^On n landholder in ox^ango for dorlain londi near Cnlontta. 
The possessor of the property in 1814, Unjt hfuhnnunnd Mohsin, 
^IidodVer tho 'ostaro in trust foirtlio llooghly Im&mbAra, which 
hoi ovar rincA enjoyed its joVonuei. Isa^tir estate was iidierifed 
dn 1764 'by 'Sri KAuta Ktri, ■who suitainm such heavy losses about 
thi £fmb tff the 'poriniii'ent doltlomont, thit his family was left 
'dmtitute'aiid ^orood to. fall brick upon the bounty of tho Govoili* 
'ihont. ’His ‘tandsAnBaradAKAnto, who sucooodod in 1817, being 
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R TniTiftT, the property was adminisfered by the Court of Wards, 
and its vnluo greatly increased. In 1828 the GtoTermnmt added 
to his estate flie confiscated ptrgana of S&hos, and it auhso* 
quently bestowed on BaradS Santa the title of Baja BnhSdur 
in rccog[nition of eorvices rendered by him during the Mutinj', 
JEEe died in 1880, leaving three sons, the eldest of vrhofn succeeded 
to the title and estates. 

The revenue or financial administration (rfiinSni) was transferred 
to the East India Company nnth that of the rest of Bengal in 
1765, but it was not until 1781, when a court was opened at 
Muroli near Jessore town, that British administration was com- 
pletely estnbl^ed in the Bistiict. The first Judge and Magis- 
trate was Mr. HonoheB, who founded a market still known ns 
Hencikellganj, and was the first to ui^e upon the Government the 
Eoheme of Sundarbons reclamation (6et> SuEDAitnANs). Mr. Bockc, 
who snooeoded him in 1780, transferred the ondl station to Jessore, 
where it still remains, .^ong the CoUeotors of Jessore was 
Mr. B. Thackeray, father of the novelist, who acted in that 
capacity for a few months in 1806. The boundaries of the liisirict 
have undergone frequent changes : extensive areas on the cast and 
south have heen taken away to form the Ijislriots of Faridpur and 
Ehnlna, while additions, have been made from the 24-Pargnnn8 
and Nadia on the west. 


The popidation of the present area was roturned nt l,451,£.07Tlio 
in 1872 and 1,939,375 in 1881, but it fell to l,8S8,8k7 in 1891 
and 1,813,155 in 1901. The apparent incroaso in 1881 was 
probably caused by the inaoouraoy of the first census; the subse- 
quent decline is due tn the extremely insanitary conditions which 
prevail. The banks of the rivers are higher than the country 
behind them, and deprossiors are thus form'cd between the main 
water-courses. The drainage of these was always diflBoult and 
it has now become almost impossible owing to the silting un of 
the mouths of the rivers and drainage channels. Slngnant 
swamps are thus formed, while good dnnking water is sVoe 
and the homesteads are enveloped in dense jungle It wnn in 
tbs DMtnrf aat^olera first sheared in a violfntly opidomio 

Mot, origfnatk that 

l^bly fatal Imd of fever, Butenently known ns “Nadia,” and 
then as ^wdwan," fever, wJuoh decimated the population .of 
the country from Jessore westwards os far as the Biahuupur 
suh-di^sion of Bankura. The first known outbicak oPoTr?ed 

nftar M7lhATn7«#»/1n77»* o !_ *1 ' yUlTCa 


i. J* uilb lU lo4u Af fliA 

present time ihis malignant type of fever is not noticmblo hut « 
milder form is very prevalent, which is relenticaslv at’St 
deslioymg many and sapping the vitality of the su^ivors «nd 
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reducing flieir fecundity. Cholera is also prevalent, and small -pox, 
dysontory nnd dinrrheen claim many victiniB. 

The salient stnlibiics of iho census of 1001 ore reproduced 
below 
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The 3 towns are Jr*.‘.oBr., the head-quarters. luvrcjiASimnu 
and jrAiiK'-ruK ; but they nre nil small (only on*» per cent, of 
the population being urban), nnd have nil Ic^t ground siuee 1891, 
though Kotchandpur has a con*.iderahlo trade. The population 
is densest in tho ojisl, where (ho soil is nio«( fertile and still 
receives occasional deposits of silt, nnd niosl scattered in tho 
Dnngnon sub-division to the W’Cst. Tho decadence already 
rofewed to is most marked in tho coimtr}' running west nnd south- 
west from tho Muhammadpnr thuna on (ho eosttm boundary, 
tho centre of both opideroie cholera nnd of (ho Durdwnn fever. 
This unhealthy zone strotolus eastwards nnd northwnnls beyond 
tho iTessoro boimdary nnd includes tho north-wHcrn part of 
Pnridpur nnd a small area in tho north-west of Jiludna. ^ Thoro 
is littlo migration oxeent to and from tho .snrroumling Districts. 
Tho language of (he District is TlrugaH, tho dialects spoken being 
tho Eastern, or klusalmani, and Central Bengali. Of tho popida- 
lion 61 per cent, aro klubammadans nnd 39 per cent. Hindus. 

The bulk of thoiluhnmraadans arc Shniklis (084,000), and these 
nro probahlv in tho main (ho dcsecndanls of converts from tho 
aboriginal Namnsudrn.s. This is tlio most nnmoroiis Hindu ensto 

(176.000) , but Kaynstlis (65,000), hinobis (48.000), Ifnibnrltas 

(45.000) , BrMimnns (39,000), Mfilos (27,000), Aliirs nnd QoSlns 

(26.000) nnd Salifis (24,000) arc also well ropresonted; a noted 
colony of KuUn Brahmans resides at LAusiuiirASA. Agricultiwo 
supports 71 por-cGiit. eftho population, industries 15 percent., 
commorco O’G per coni, nnd (ho professions 1'9 per cent. 

Christians m 1001 numbered 912, of whom 807 wore natives. 
Tho Baptist Missionary Sooicty, tho London Mission Sooioty, 
andaEomau Cnlholio mission nro at wort, in this District ; of 
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these the Boinan Catholic and Baptist lutEsions have secured most 
converts. 

• The soil is fertUo, hut tho northern part no lonper receives 
the annual deposit of silt urhioh iiscd to enrich it. Ilore am or 
autumn rice is tlio principal staplo, hut tohacco, sugarcane and 
various cold-weather crops aro also grown. Tho low country in 
tho south is chiefly under paddy cultivation, dmnn or winter rico 
predominating. Date palms are largely grown for tho manu- 
fneturo of sugar. They commenco hearing when they are about 
7 years old and continue to do so for about 25 years. Tho jnico 
is collected from Novomher to February, the yield of ffw being 
about 15 to 20 seers per tree. Indigo was formerly cxtcmiivoly 
cultivated, but a largo number of factories were closed in conse- 
quence of the disturbances of 1859-61 (of which some account 
wiU ho found in tho articlo on Xama District), and its cul- 
tivation has now almost entirely disappeared. Cultivation has 
suffered much in the Jhonida sub-division from the drying up 
of tho rivers; in thohliigura sub-division tho area under d/an/i 
rice is contracting owdug to deficient floods, but that of aus 
and jute is extending. There is no artificial irrigation. 

The pirmcipnl ngrioultuial BtatisUcs tor nro shown 

below, areas being in squaro miles : — 


Soo-nirisioir, 
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^ VI me ouiiivaioa area it is esUninlcd that IGS squiiro miles t 
twice cropped. Rice is grown on 1,391 square miles. Aman rico 
sown in ApnlandMay and reaped in f^ovomher or Dccombc 
tho lond for this crop is usually ploughed four times bofc 
sowing pd e.xcoptm marsh lands tho young shoots aro trai 
planted in .Tuly. For aui nco tho ground is Roughed five or t 
times and tho seed is sown broa|caBt; tho land on which it 
pown gporally yields o cold-woather crop ns well, Jioro ri 
land IS ha^y ploughed at all rtho seed is scattered hroado” 

“If arc transpk 

tod when a month old, and sometimes again a month late 
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ooofteion of tlio ecui'oity in tho Mngurft sub-division in 1807-98, 
Es, 04,000 was advanced under tho Agriculturists' Loans Act. 

Cattle. Tho cattle are poor. Thcro are no regular pasture lands, bat 
cattlo are grazwl on tho bnuhs of tho numerous motshea and 
in tho diilo-pnln; orchards. 

.ArUnnd Ooatso cotton cloths nro woven on hand-looms throughout 
rnnnufac- tiio Ligtrict. Mats and baslvots arc made hy Uio Muohisand 
Donls, and linvo a largo 100.11 sale. Cart-wheols arc extensively 
made ; those prepared in the Jhenida sub-division are largely sold 
at Buduria xn thc_ 21-Pftrgana.s. Lime for whito-wasbing and 
for eating nitb jian is prepared by Boitis from sbells ooUcoted in 
tbo mnrsbos by women of tbo Bagdi caslo. Gold and silver oma- 
monts and iron and brass vr.iro aro manufaefured. Lao braoelots 
arc mndo at Lohugaiu by immigrants from tbo United Provinces. 
Tho date-palm sugar industry is of considciablo^ local importance, 
but is gradually declining in spite of the imposition of countervail- 
ing dutie.s on imporlotl sugar; in 1900-01 tliero vote 117 faelorios 
'with nn ouUum of 235,000 mounds valued at lo’15 lalcbs. 

Cotcmcrec. Tho principal imports are rice, and sumiri {Hetiticra lilortt!h) 
wood from Backergungo and tlm Suudarbnns, cotton pieco-goods, 
cotton twist, salt, keroaono oil, flour and potatoes from Calcutta, 
and coal from BurJwan. Tho principal exports nro paddy, pulses, 
juto, linseed, tnmnrind, coco-nuts, unrofinod sugar, oil-cake, hides, 
earthen jura, cnrUwhcols, bamboos, bonc«, botol-nuts. timber, 
ghi ond fish, chiefly to Backergungo and Calcutta. Except in 
tho Jhenida suh-division, whoro there is a largo amount of 
onrt tratfio, most of tho trade is carried by boats and is in 
tho hand of Suha and Teli dealers, but coiisiderablo quantities 
of juto and baraboo.s arc sent by rail to Cnloutta. Ivotohiindpnr 
is iho largest and Kasabimr tho second largest centre of trodo; 
Nald&ugn, Gbauguolm, Migura, Jlxenida, OhSudkliali, IChsjura, 
and Binodpur arc iuiportant trading ^illages. / 

Rntiwavi TUo control section of tho Eastern Bengal State Bailwny con- 
«ud roods. Oolcultn "With Jossoro, tho hond-quarlors station, whence 
it runs south-east to IQuiInS. This lino is conneofod witli 
tho caslom section of tho sanio rnilwuy by a ‘branch from 
Bangaon to Bilnnghllt, Excluding village (Tacks, tho District 
contains 681 miles of roads, of wJiioh 117 wAm aro metalled; 
‘tho most important nro tho Provinoinl road from Jessoro to 
Calcutta and those connoclicg Jes^oro nith Kosabpur and 
Jliouida, Eoliganj with Ilnusadn, and Jheuida with Borai and 
^Iflgurn. Hoad conimunioation is best in tho^ higher land in 
'thohoad-quarters, Jbonidn and Bangaon sub-divisions, where tho 
sflting' up of tho water conununio.'itions has readored them more 
necessary than olsowhero. -i There aro 45 ferries. 

Water Tho livers aro in many casos no longer navigable in their - 

comninni. uppep roaohos oxccpt during tho rains, hut lower down they are 
entions. *• * 
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tidtil and carry large boats and small steamers tbroughout tbo 
year. Steamer services ply on alternate week days from Kbuliia 
tip the Atharabanki and Madbmnafi as far as Mubammadpur ; 
daily from Khulna by Kalia to Lohagara and by the Maiudkhali 
Chilra-Ghorakhali JTXd/ and the Nabaganga to Binodpur through- 
out the year and during the rains as far as Magura ; and on 
alternate week days from Kapilmuni up the Kabadak to Kotchand- 

i )ur, feeding the railway at Jhmgergaoha. During the rains 
aige boats ranging up to 2,000 maunds carry ]ute to the stations 
on the railway, while some go direct, to Calcutta. Latge passenger 
boats ply on the Nab&ganga and CMtra rivers and the channels 
connecting them with the railway stations. 

There has been no famine in recent times ; but there was some Famine, 
scarcity in the Magura sub-division in 1897, when rice was sold at 
7i seers to the rupee. Advances were mode under the Agri- 
culturists’ Loans Act, but Govemment relief was only neeessary 
on a small scale. 

For general administrative purposes the District is divided into District 
5 sub-divisionB with head-quarters at Jkssore, dnEMDA, Magura, spt-a*'!- 
Naral and Bakgaok. The District Magistrate- Collector is assist- 
ed at head-quarters by a stafE of 5 deputy magistrate-coUeotors; 
the Bub-divisions of Magura, Naial and Bangaon are in charge of 
deputy magistrate-collectors, while the sub-divisional oiBcer of 
Jhenida is usually a Joint Magistrate. The sub-divisionnl officers 
of Bangaon, Jhenida and Naral ore occasionally assisted by bub- 
deputy collectors. 

The civil courts subordinate to the District and Sessions Judge, Ciril and 
\vho is also Judge of Khulna, are those of a Sub-Judge and 4 
liunsifs at Jessore, 3 Munmfs at Naxal and 2 each at Jhenida 
Magura and Bangaon. The total number of criminal courts is 
23, induding an Additional Sessions Judge, who is also employed 
for part of the year at Khulna. The District had at one time 
an uneuviablo reputation for dueoity, but this is no longer the 
case. Petty rioting cases arising out of land disputbs are common. 

At the settlement of Todar Mai the greater part of the Land 
District was included in iar7:dr Khalifatabad, but the small 
portion in the north-east formi-d paitof sailor Muhammadabad 
or Bhushana. The District was subsequently divided chiefly among 
the great zamindaris of Isafpur, Baidpur, and Muhammadsha'hi 
It was brought under assessment in 1772, but its CoUectoratb was 
not established till 1786, prior to which date the land revenue 
head-quarters were at Calcutta. Owing to thehbntiuuous ohongfe 
of fiscal Jurisdiction, comparison of the land revenue ’-with ’thitt 
fomerly paid is imposable. Tbo present incidence ambunts to 
only R. 0-11-2 per cultivated acre. Sub-division of property has 
gonb on rapidly under English rule, and there are now ^ ' dll 
permanently settted estates, in addition to 70 small estates whi^ 
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aro temporarily soHled and So lioW diroot by Qoveramenl, Sub- 
infpudadon of holdings lins also been carried on to an cnormoua 
oxlenf. Tlio averngo rato of rent is Its. 2- 1 o~4 per cultivated aero, 
but tlio amount vtirlcs aecording to tbo crops for wliiob tho land is 
Buitablo. The ratos for rico land range from H. 1-8 to Rs. 12 
per acre, for jufo from Ra. 2-10 (o Us. 2-13, pulses and oil- 
seeds from Us. Jl to Rs. 4-8, sugareano from Rs. 3 to Rs, 7-8, 
vegetables from Ks. 3 to Rs. H, date palms from Rs. 3-3 to 
Rs. 0 , betel and coco-nut palms from ks. 10 to Rs. 16, and 
jiftn gardens from Rs. 8 to Rs. 20 . wliilo bomo-sfend land fetches 
Rs. lOtoRs. 15 and garden land Rs. 10 to Rs. 20 per acre. 
Rents aro lon’c.st in tho less fcrtilo Rangaon sub-division, where 
the matiimiim rato f<tr rico lands is R«. 3 per acre. Tho average 
quantity of land held by each ryot is 8 norea. Tho n(han'ii system 
(ktftf Naoia Distriot) provails in some parf.s of tlio District; korf& 
ij'ots Tvlio hold land uuder a middleman are numerous. 

Tho following table showfi tho oolleotionsof land TOVonne and of 
total revonue, under tho principal heads, in thousands of rupees; — 



]8«O.Sl.* 

IFOO-M. 

1P0O.W. 

1003.01. 

Land roTenne ' ... 

10.81 

8,03 

S,S0 

8, SI 

Total roveuuo .. 

X8,t»3 

IS, 43 

1C, 03 

16,80 


* InlSS'JI ih(><IHri<'t AM nel indodsUie ■iib.dMttoa ol FaiipioD. which wu mtlio. 
qofntljr IrentftTreJ (a II Iniin jliidlS. 


Locnl ftnd Outsidc tho municipalHiPs of Jr-ssonn, RoTCiiANnpun and 
municipal JlAniifiruii loc.al affaiw aro managed by the District board with 
men™* Fubordinato local boards in each sub-cUvision. In 1908-04 tbo 
income of tho District board was Rs. 1,70,000, including Rs. 09,000 
derived from rates, and tho oxponditnro was Rs. 1,68,000. 
Sohomes for tho redamation of tho river Dhairab, ^ a standing 
Bonreo of unbcaltliinoss, and for opening tho Muohikhrdi Kli&l 
0 X 0 undor oonlomplation. 

PuUlo Tho Ualli faxcanal, ono milo in length, osoarated in 1901, 
connoots tho Madhuniati and Nabaganga rivers in the Naral 
sub-division. 

Police and Tho District contains 20 police stations and 10 outposts, and in 
juili. 1903 tjiQ fQfgo subordinate to tbo District SiipoTlntendout of Police 
consisted of '5 inspectors, 43 suh-inspeotors, 36 hoad-eonstables 
, and 421 oonstnblos (including 88 town ehaulcidsrs and water 
police) ; in addition tlicro is a rural forooof 245 daffadara and 3,839 
chtt'uhdSra, Tho District jail at Jnssonn has accommodation for 
370 prisoners, and subsidiary jails at each of tho sub-divisional 
outstations for IOC, 
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The District is less ndranced inreqieot of eduoation than "would Edncatlon. 
he expected from its proximity to Calcutta, and in 1901 only 
6'8 per cent, of the population (11 males and *5 females) could 
read and write. The number of pupils under instruclion was 

84.000 in J 892-93 and 35,000 in iyOO-Ol, while in 1903-04 

48.000 hoys and 4,000 gu-ls were at school, heinp respectively 
31*1 and 2’6 per cent, ot the ehildrrai of school-going age. The 
numher of educational institutions, public and private, in that 
year was 1,367, induding an Arts college, 86 secondary schools, 

1,255 primary schools and 26 other special schools. The expen- 
diture on education was 2*1 lakhs, of which Es. 28,000 was met 
from Provincial funds, Es. 41,000 from District funds, Es. 600 
from municipal funds and 1 lakh from fees. The principal 
educational institutions are the Yiotoria college at Naral and 
high schools at XaUa, Magura and Jessore. 

In 1903 the District contained 12 dispensaries, of which Medical. 

5 had accommodation for 30 in-door patients. At these the 
cases of 62,000 out-patients and 500 in-patients were treated 
during the year, and 2,000 operations were performed. The 
expenditure was Es. 19,000, of which Es. 1,700 was met by a 
Government subventioit, Es. 7,000 fromdooal aud Its. 3,000 from 
municipal funds, and Es. 8,000 from subscriptions. 

Yaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas. During Vaccina* 
1903-04 the numher ot persons successfully vaccinated was 64,000, tion. 
representing 29*9 per thousand of the population. 

[Sir "W. W. Hunter, ibMiatical Account of Bengal, vols. i and 
ii, 1875; Sir J. 'Westland, Eeport on Jesiore, Calcutta, 1874.] 

Jessore Snh-division, — Head-quarters suh-division of the 
Jessore District, Bengal, lying between 22° 47' and 23° 28' N. 

' and 88° 69' and 89° 26' E. with an area of 889' square miles. 

The suh-division is an aUuvial tract, containing some large 
marshes and traversed by streams which have now silted up 
except in the lower reaches. Its population was 561,242 in 1901 
compared with 694,835 in 1891; in 1901 there were 631 persons 
to the square mile. It contains one town Jessobe (population 
8,054), its head-quarters, and 1,488 villages. The principal marts 
are at Basantia, Jessore town, JiniNGEiiQACH.A, and Kesaupuh. 

Jhenida Suh-division. — Norlh-weftem sub-division of the 
Jessore District, Bengal, lying between 23° 22' and 23° 47' N. 
and 88° 67' and 89° 23' E. with an area of 475 square miles*. 

Its population was 304,899 in 1901, compared with 311,973 in 
1891. It contains one town KoTOHAKnpuR (population 9 066) 
and 864 villages. Its head-quarters are at Jhenida. The’ sub- 
division is a flat, alluvial plain, 'the surface of which. has been 
raised by the inundations ol the Ganges distributary system till it 
is now beyond the reach of ordinaiy floods, and no longer receives ' 
the deposits of silt which formerly enriched iK It contains the 
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most unliOttUlij' I'orilotts of (lie District. The population has 
consequently icocited, and tlio density is now ii4i persons to 
the squaro mile. The principal marts nro at Jhonida nud Kot 
oliandpur. 

Magnra Snb*divifiion.— Nortli-eastorn sub-division of the 
Jo«Eoro District, Bengal, lying botweon P3® 16' and 23® 41' N. 
and 89® 2o' and 89° 41' E. with on area of 42.j square miles. 
Its population declined from 803,281 in 1891 to 277,381 in 1901 
wJion Iboro wore 653 porsom to Ibo square mile. It contains 934 
villages, including AIaooua. its liead-qunrtcrs, but no towns. The 
sub-division is a deltaic tract, tlio formation of wliioh is very nearly 
finiahed oxcopt nlong its western border, which is still liable to 
inundation from the waters of Iho ^Indhiimnl!. It contains sonio 
very unbcnltliy tracts and it is wiid to bovo been tbo focus of 
tho BurdwAn fever. Tho principal nwrta are at ilogura and 
MniivNMAnpun. 

IJaral Sab-division.—Soutb-onstem sub-division of thoJessoro 
Dislriot, Bengal, Ijing bolween 22° 58' and 23° 21' N. and 
89° 2'1' and 89° 50' B. with an nreo of 487 square miles. Its 
population was 312,281 in lOul, compared with 848.037 in 1891. 
It coiilauM 81(» villages, including muAr,- its hcad-qiiortora, but 
no towns. Tho sub-division, which is entirely nlluviol, is less 
unhealthy- limn other parts of Jes'ore, and b6ing lower, it still 
reoeivea oocasionaldoporitsofsilt; it is thus more thickly popu- 
lated and already has n dousiiy of 723 persons to the square milo. 
TJw principal nwirls nro at l^arfil, Naldi and Txihagara. 

Bangaou Snb-division.— Westem sub-division of the Jessoro 
Distriot, Bengal, lying botweon 22° 62' nud 23° 20' N. and 8$° 4U' 
and 89° 2' B. xrith an, area of 649 square miles. Its popula- 
tion was 3l7,3o2 in 1!)()1, compared witli 839,2t»l in 1891. It is 
a land of somi-stngnant rivers, the soil is comparatively poor, and 
tho sub-divisiou is more thinly- populated (489 persons to tho 
squaro milo) than the rcit of Uio Dislriot. It contains one town 
Maheh-ur (population 4,180) and 798 villages, inolnding Ban- 
OAOS its hond-quartors. 'I'he priacipal marts are at Bangaon and 
Mahespnr. 

Amrita Bazar (Slngum). — ^Villngo in tho hond-quortors 
sub-division of Jessoro Diitriot, Bengal, Bitunlcd in 23° 9' E. tmd 
89° 4' E. Population (1901) 1,148. It was formed by a family 
of landholders nud named nttor thoir mother. A nowqmpoc 
known ns tho Amnia Bazar Palrika was fonaorly- published boro, 
but is now printed in Galouffa. 

, Bangaon Village.— Hoad-quartocs of tho aub-diviinon of tho 
snmo namo, Jossoro District, Bengal, silnnlod in 23° 3' N. and 
88° 50' E. on tho loharaati. Populiilion (1001) 3,G60. B-mgaon 
is a slalion on Iho eontml section of tho JEaslorn Bengal Stole 
Httilwiiy, and is also connoolod with tho eastern section of that 
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railway by a branch to Rfinaghat It containa pio usual public 
offices; the sub-jail has acoommodaUon. for 12 prisoners. ^ 

Basantia.— Village in the head-quarters sub-division of 
Jessoro District, Bengal, situtated in 23' 8' N. and 89’ 22' 13. on 
the Bhairab, 12 miles cast of Jessoro town, Popnlation (1901) 
1,420. It has a considerable trade in sugar and rice. Being the 
nearest point to Jessoro to which boats of a largo can come, 
it may bo said to servo as a port to that town ; there is also a largo 
country traffic by road between Basantia and Jessoro. 

Jessore Town. — Hoad-quartors of Jessoro District, Bengal, 
atnated in 23° 10' N. and 89° 13' E. on tho Bhairab river. Popula- 
tion (1901) 8,054. Tho name Jessoro was applied to tho wllugo of 
Kasha when it was made tho head-quartors of J essoro Dist rict. Tho 
town is situated on tho Eastern Bcnral State Railway, 74 miles 
from Calcutta and 35 miles from Khuma. Tho ^•illngcs of Puriina, 
Kasha, Bagchhar, Sankarpur and Chonchm lio within tho muni- 
cipal limits. 'Iho lost contains tho residence of the Rajas of 
Glianohra or Jessore («cc Jnssonn District), and tho remains of 
a rampart and fosso by which it was onco surroimdcd aro still 
visible. Jessoro w’os constituted a municipality in 18G4. Tho 
average income for tho decade ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 19,000 
and me osponditure Rs. 18,000. In 1903-04 the income was 
Rs 22,000, of which Rs. 10,000 was derived from a tax on houses 
and lands, and Rs. 5,000 from a consorvancy rate ; Uio expenditure 
in tho same year was Rs. 21,000. Tho wnvn possesses tho usual 
mblio offices, including crinunal, rovenuo and ohil courts, 
District jail, a church, dispensary with lO beds, a small public 
library, and a high school. Tho jail has ocoommodntion for 370 
prisoners; the industries carried on aro brick-making, gurkiand. 
khott pounding, cano and bamboo work and tho manufacture of coir 
mots and juto string. Thoro aro 3 printing presics, and a w’cokly 
nowspopor and 2 monthly magaeines with a largo circulation aro 
published. Part, of tbo town is prorided with a filtered water- 
supply, and it is proposed to extend this by tho construction of 
largo wator-works. 

Jhenida Village.— Head-quarters of tho sub-division of tho 
“ Jossoro Distnct, Bengal, situated in 23° 33' N. and 
89 11 E. on tho Nabagmga rivor, 28 miles north of Jessoro 

town. Population(1901),9H. Thero is a lorgobnzormth a trndo 
in sugar, nco and popper. Coramunication was formerly ohieflv 
earned on by means of tho riv^, but it has now to a great extent 
silted up and M navigable only below tbo toivn and for 3 months 
m tho year Jhcmda is connected by road with tho OhuEa 
station on tbo Easloni BohotI State Railway; It contains tho iisiml 
publw offices tho Bub-]nil has accommodation for 11 prisoners 
Jhingergacha,— Village in the head-quarters sub division of 
Jessoro District, Bengal, ritiiated in 23° C' N. and 89° *8' p 
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on tlio Knbndnk rirer. Potation (1901) 736. Jliin^crgadia 
is a station on iho Enstom JBcngal Stale lUilway, and stoamera 
ply koUvoou it and Knpilmum in Kbolna iJistrict. 

Kcsabpur.— A'^illago in tbo lipnd-qunrters sulvdinsion o! 
Jes'^oro District, licngal, situated in 22° 55' N. and 89'' 13' E. on 
the Hnrihnr river, about 18 miles south of Jessore town. It is a 
largo coutro of tlio sugar trade. An import trodo in rice is 
oniricd on, and largo quantities of earthen pots and vcssols aro 
maniifttolurod in councetion with the Bng.ir industry, .jiuother 
local mnnul'actnro is brass work. 

Sotchandpur.— Town in tho Jlienida sub-dhirion, Jossoro 
District, liongnl, sitnufed in 23° 25' N. and $0° 1' E. on Iho left 
bank of tho Ivnbndak, Population (1901) 9,005, Kotobandpur is 
tho largc.'it scat of iho sugar trado and mannfaotnro in tho Dis- 
trict. It wos constituted a mnnipipality in I8b3. llio nverago 
income for tho deeude ending in 1901-02 was Rs. 6,500 and 
Iho expendiiuro lls. 5,000. In 1003-01 tho income wnslls. 7,000, 
mainly from n In'c on persona (or property tax) and n tar on 
veluVles, and tho expenditure was Us. C,00O. 

Lakshmipasa.— Village in tho Naral sub-division, Jessoto 
Di«(rict, Pcitgal, situated in 23* II' N. and 89° HO’E.on tho 
right bank ol tlio Nnbag.angtt river, where it joins tho Ilfinksna 
lu miles east of Naral. Jt is the homo of n well-knomi colony 
of Kulin ])rahmnn.s ; tho latter trace their origin to Bamananda 
Chnkrabnilti, who emigi-atcd ftom Sarmongal near Kiiiln in 
Bnckergungo, n gic-al Kulin setllemcnt. 

Magura Village,-- IJead-qunilersof tho snh-division of tlio 
snrao nnino in Jesaoio District, Bengal, situoted in 23° 20' Jf. 
and 89° 30' E. on the Nnbngangn river, where tho ^fu^h^kIl5li 
Khfil brings down to it the waters of tho Kumar. Poiiuln- 
* lion (1901) 1,M.S. It has n bri<-k trado in sugar and rice and 
a number of sugar refineries. Largo mnnhers of reed mats aro 
made hero, and oil is inninifactuml from mustard seed. Magurn 
contains the usual public olfircs; the sub-jail has accommodation 
for 08 prisoners. It is prolooled from immdntion by tho 
Nabaganga embankment. 

Mabespur.—Town in tbo Bnngaon siib-division, Jessoro Dis- 
trict, Bengal, rtlualcd in 23° 21' N. and 88° OC' JC. on tho Knbadak 
rivor. Population (1901) ‘1,180, brobespur was constituted n 
munioiptiUlj' in ISOtl. 'I'lio avomgo inconio for the deo.ido ending 
in 1001-02 was Ps 3,600 and tho expenditure Es. 2,700. In 
1903-04 tho income was Rs. 3,400, mainly from a tax on persons 
(or properly tax), nnd tlio oxpondiinro was Rs. 2,600, 

Mnnammadpur.— Villngo in tbs’ Mngura sub-division, Jessore . 
Distriot, Bengal, ritualed in 23'-2‘i' N. ond 89° 37' E. on tbo 
right bunk of tho Madhumati. Population (1901) 44. Mubam- 
madpur was formerly a large town, nnd a quadrangular fort, 
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ninny fmo lomlis nnd oilier reranins bear ieaUinoiiy lo jin onoient 
grentnc5s. Tho • nlnco ia now very tinlicaUhl3*, nnd it wns in iU 
noiglibourhood iiint Iho virulent fever cpidemio, best known ns 
“IJunlwfin fever,” was first noticed about 18‘10. 

Naral Village. — Ilcad-qunrtcrs of tbo sub-diviaion of flic 
Ennio name, Jossoro District, Bengal, situated in 23® 10' 
nnd 89’ 30' E., 22 miles c.Tst of Jcfsoro town on tho Cbilr& 
river, which is hero verj* deep nnd nttords n regular route for 
largo niOiits throughout the j'cnr. I’opulation^ (lOul) 1,225. 
Naral contains tho usual public offices; tho suh-inil lies accommo- 
dation for 12 prisoners, and there is n good collegiate school 
teaching up lo the first arts standonl. with a ho.*tel attached. 
TheNaral family aro tho lending landholders of Jessoro District; 
end soveral works of pnbUc utiliti* havo boon constructed by them. 

TThnlna Kstrict. — District of tho I’residenov Division, Bengal, 
Ij-ing between 21® 88' nnd 23® 1' N. and 88*'6l' and 89® 

Iti area, exclusive of 2,G88 square miles in the SuND.t.RiiAXs on tho 
south, is 2,077 square miles. It oceupics the south central 
portion of the delta between the lloogUly^ and Mcghnfi CJ^tunry, 
nnd is bounded on tho north by Jessoro District ; on tho cost bv 
Bnekergungo ; on tho west bj* the 24-Pnrgnnns ; and on tho south 
by the Bay of Bengal. 

Tho general shnjio of tho District is an irregular parallelogram, 
nnd it maj- bo divided into four parts; tbo norlb-wcstcm portion, 
where tbo land is wcU raised; tho north-caslom portion, from the 
Jessoro boundaty down to tbo latitude of Btighorbnt, whoro tho 
land Is low aud covered with swamps ; tho central portion, also 
low-lying, but now brought under habitation nnd oultirafion; and 
tho Eoutlierii portion, wliich forms tho IChiilnil Simdarhniis, n 
tangled network of mvnmps and rivers, in tho greater p-arl, of 
which lillngo is inipos-siblo and there is no Ecltlcd population. 
The wholo District forms an alluvial plain intorsccted by 
rivers flowing from north lo south; their honks, ns in All 
doltnio Districts, sliind higlicr than the ndjatenl countrj-, nnd tho 
land slopes away from them, Uioh forming a depression l»twccn 
the main linos of tho rivers. They hnvo, howovor, with thn ex- 
copUon of tho Modliumati, which forms the eastern boundary 
of the District, ceased to l>e true doUttic streams owing to tlio 
silting up of their heads. Tho Ma0ho.mati, with its conliuunlion 
tho Bnlcswor nnd it.s c.slunry tho Ilnriiighntn, still brings down 
a great quantity of tho Gonges water to the sea. The other 
rivers aro connected by numerous cross-chnuncls mid are knomi 
by n confusing multiplicity bf names in difTorqnt twi^ons of 
their coursos. Tho most iropDftqnt aro (ho ItftAMATi, the Jamuna 
and the Kahndak, which di.«cMrge inlotlio sea by tho Rniniangnl 
nnd Mfilauclia estuaries rospcclivoly, and thn Bhnirab, now a tribu- 
tary of tho Madhumati, though a gical deal ol its wotcr finds its 
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way into tlio Bay of Bengal tbrougli tbo Rupsa river. There ore 
no lakes, hut tho District is studdod with laarshcs, the largest 
of which, the Bawa Bd, extends over 40 miles, but has to a 
great extent boon brought under ouUivntion. 

The District is covered by recent alluvium oonsisting of 
sandy clny^ and sand along tho course of tho rivers, and £ne 
silt^ consolidating into clay in tho Hotter parts of tho river 
plain, while hods of impure peat commonly occur. 

In tho north-west of tho District there ore extenrivo groves 
of dato palms {Phanit acaulh), cspeciolly on tho outsk^fs of 
rillagcs. Tho north-oast and centre of tho Diririot aro generally 
inimdatod during tho miny season, only (ho rivor hanks and tho 
artificial mounds on which hahitatiuns oro situated rising above tho 
wafer. These elevated urahaukiucntH arc, whoro not occupied by 
gardens, dcn*oI)‘ covered with a scrubby junglo or somi-spontaneons 
ripGcics from which rise bamboos, hotol and coco-nuf palms with a 
few toller trees, tho commonest being tho Oiitna and tho most 
conspicuous tho red cotton treo {Bmlax tnalobnyicim). Tho surface 
of tho marshes sliows cither huge sti etches of inundated rice or is 
covered with matted floating islets of sedges and grasses and 
various water lilies, tho most striking of those hoing tho mhna 
{Euryoh ftros), Tho forests of tho ‘Sundarhans in the south pro- 
duce many varieties of timber and anabrmdant supply of firewo^. 

Tho samo forests also abound in rigors, leopards, wild 
hnlfaloos, hogs, wild cats, swamp doer, rotted deer, hog deer, 
barking deer, poroupiuos, otters and moi^eys. Tigers are very 
numerous, and their ravages often interfere with the extension of 
oaltivation. Grocodilos aro oommon in tho bfadhumati and 
Bbairab and in all the rivers in tbo Sundorbans. Snakes of 
vorious kinds infest tbo wbolo District. _ 

Statistics of tomporatuTO aro not avdlable. BainfoU commences 
early, and tbo anuual fall is C5 inches, of wbioh 6’6 inches fall in 
Moy, 12-6 in Juno, 12-8 in July,ll’8 in August, 8'8 in September 
and 4’9 in Ootohor. Serious Hoods oceurred in 1885, 1800 and 1900, 
hut they axe less now than they wore before tho blndlinmatT had 
opened out its present channel ond Iho other rivers had silted up 
at their heads, A oTOlono oocompauiod by a sterm-wavo ocourred 
in tho Baghorhut sub-division in 1805. 

In anoient times tho District formed port of tho old kingdom 
of Bongn or Barautata, and subsogucntly of tho Bfigri division 
of Bengal constituted by BallM Sen. Tho earliest traditions 
arc, however, assooiated with tho name of Kliiinja Ali, who caroo 
to- tho District 4^ oonluries ago. Ho obtained a JUgir from 
tho king of Gtour and mntlo oxtonsivo olcarnncos in tho Sut- 
darbans, whoro ho appears to havo oxeroisod all iho rights of 
povoroiguly till his death in 1450. Ho covered tho count^ with 
, Humorous mosquos and tombs; tho' remains of some of which are 
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ttiU io bo ficon al Baohekhat ond Mosiidkur. VikraniSdiJ yn, ono 
of ibo chief ministers of Daud Khan, tlio Inst king of Bengal, 
obtained a grant in tho Sundarbans when (hat monarch rebelled 
against the Mug of Delhi, and csiabltshod at IswAiirruti a city 
from Tvliieh tho District of Jr««aBK took its name. Uo was 
Eucceeded by his son PratfipAdityn, tho popular hero of tho 
Sundarbans, who gained pre-ominonco over tho twolvo ohiofs or 
Bhuiyas then holding possession of sonthorn Bongal, but was 
eventually defeated and captured by hfan Singh. Tho present 
DLctrict of KholnA was formed in 1882 out of (ho KhulnA and 
Bfigherbat sub-divisions of Jessoro and tho SAtkhim sub-division 
of (he 24-Pargnans, and its history nftor tho British accession to 
tho (ftiritiii is comprised in tho accounta of those Distriots. 

Tho population has grown rapidly sineo 1872, tho figures Tim 
being 1,016,878 in 1872, 1,079,948 in 1881, 1,177, 00^ in 1891 and pn«rlf. 
1,263,043 in 1901. Tho increaso is duo to a large exponsion of 
cdtivation in tho south, central and Eonth-westem portions of tho 
District and a steady but less rapid growth in tho marshy country 
to (ho north-cast, on the confines of Faridpur. Tliere has bwii 
a decrease of population in tho norfh-westem comer and in a 
narrow stnp of country running from it first in a southerly and 
then in a south-easterly direction; in this tract fever is very preva- 
lent. In tho northern part of tho Sslkliiro sub-division tho 
drainage is had, thoro are numerous swamps, and malaria is always 
present. Tho other northern thonns are aUo low-lying, but though 
there are numerous marshes, tho counfiy is more opea ; and there 
is less jungle, while tho stagnant pools and tanks which are so 
common in north Satkhira are rarely to bo scon. Dysnoptia 
diarrhooa and dysentory nro common when tho river water 
becomes bracldsb, and cholera sometimes hrenks out in an cpitlomic 
form. Tho salient statistics of tho census of 1901 nro reproduced 
below ‘ 
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Bacltorgungo, Jesuoro nnfl Fandpnr, wliicb supply many of ths 
nultivHto» on now clonrnncos in llio SundarbniiB ; some of Iheso 
btivo Bcltlod pornmnontiy, but many nro still domiciled elsowLere. 
Tbo dialects spoken arc tho Kaslont, or Hfnsalraiini, and Ea^ 
Central Bongiih. Hindus (til9,123; and Muhimiraudans (632,210) 
nro nlmost equally divided. 

'I'lic bulk of ibo Muliamniadnus nro Shaikhs (202,000) and Ajlafs 
(285, (lOO), wbilo of the renutiuder tho funciionnl c{wio of Jolnhns 
(27,000) in tho most lni*gol 3 ' nqirespnted. Probably most of Uicso 
nro dcBi-undcd from loenl couvorls from Hinduism, and chiefly from 
tho Chnudals (Namnaiidins) nnd Pods, who tlillnumlnr 191,001) 
niul 105,000 rospoctively. Of other ons-tes Ifftynstbs (39,000), 
Ivnibnvttns (36,(tll0) iiiid Brabninus (31,0'l0) nro the most numerous. 
AgriciilUiro supports 77 per cent, of tho population, industries 
11’7 per cent, and tlio professions 1‘8 per cent. 

Cniistinns in 1901 numbored 1,275, including 1,228 natiro 
Chrihtiims, tho mo.st important mhsion at work being tho Baptist 
ilissiouavy Society, wliioh has 18 churches nnd 24 schools, mostly 
among tho oullivntiug oinssos in tho Smidarbans. Tho .Oxford 
hlissioii lin-s n station nt Sholahuritt on tho Pustir about 30 milos 
south of KUulnu, and some Konian Catholics nt Malgaohi, also 
in tho Sundnrbnns, nro visited occasionally by tlicir prie.st8.. 

Tlio clay land of tho rivor plain is most siutablo for 

rico, while cold weather crops, such ns pulses, oilseeds and tho 
hotel creeper {Pq^'r kfel), grow best on tho sandy clay known ns 
ihishia. In tho dceomposed vegotublo deposits of tho marshes, 
wiu^tcr rieo of the conreo.st sort is the onlj’ citip grown. Exce^it in 
tho* higher land nnd fn tho north of tho feftlkhira sub-division, 
pari ini failoro of crops is not uncommon owing to tbe^ deposits 
of salt loft by tho sea. Tho south-west of tho District suffers 
pspecinlly from lliLs rauso; ekowhero tho snlt is ns a rule annually 
washed away during tho rainy season, nnd tho soil isrcuQvnlod 
by tho doposils left by tho overflow of the rivers. Tho cnltivnlors 
in Bomo place.s put up Email ArtnaV/j, known locally as bheri*, to 
keep out tho salt water. It is estimated fliat in 1003-04, 1,343 
square miles wero cultivated and that the oulturablo wnslo 
nmountod to 334 square miles ; soparnto statistics for tho sub- 
divisions nro not nvnifahlo. 

Rico is tho slnplo food grain, covering 1,213 Bqunro miles. Tho 
principal crop is tho winter variety, for which the rcolafmcd 
porttoiis of tho Sundnrbans nro famous ; tho soil is hero new and 
unexhiiuElod, nnd tho nuttium Is abundant, rnlho Srnidarbans tlus 
crop ii^ Bown hroadi'Jist in tho early part of July and reaped in 
January. Elsmvhpro it is sown in nurseries during April nnd 
May, transplonlcd about July, and reaped in Novombor and 
Dccomber ; in low lauds, however, it is occasionally sown broadcast. 
Oilsoedn, priueipnlly muHlnrd. arc grown in- 100 Eqimro miles, 
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while jute covers 14 and tobacco 8 square miles. Dale palms 
( P/ianw acaidis) and betel- nuts (Aree/t Catechu) are also largely 
grown. liberies are plentifnl, and fisbing constitutes an important 
industry. 

Cultivation is being steadily extended into tbe shallow bits improw. 
wbiob form so marked a feature of this^ part of Bengal. In tbe 
south progress is being made in pudiing back the jungle of the tumi 
Sundarbans, where the new clearances attract cultivators not only pnctiuo. 
&om other ports of the District, but also from Nadia, Jessore, 
Paridpur and elsewhere. There was some scaxoity in 1896-98, 
when Bs. 69,000 was advanced under the Agriculturists’ Loans 
Act ; the annual average of the sums advanced under that Act 
in the 10 years ending in 1901-02 was Be. 7,000, while the sums 
advanced under the Land Improvement Loans Act averaged 
Be. 5,000 per annum. 

There is little real pasture land in the District, and fodder Cattlo. 
is scarce. No attempts have been made to improve the breed of 
cattle, which is very poor. 

The Forest department administers 2,081 square miles ofFomti. 
reserved forests in the Sundarbans, but this area includes 533 
square miles of water channels ; large quantities of forest produce 
are exported from them to the adjoming Districts. The principal 
trees are ntndri (Eeritiora HHoralis), pasur {Carapa Mo/uecenm), 
amur (Amoora cuciillata), heord (Sotnteralia ape/ah), parSu (Om'ppf 
eandolleam), geoa {Excoecaria agallechn). The minor pi educe 
consists of gofpita {Nipa fruteMni$), han/al \phatnix pnlutloia), 
nal or thatching grass, honey wax and shells. The gross revenue 
from the forests in 1903-04 was 3*33 lakhs. 


The chief indnstry is the manufacture of sugar and molasses, Arts niii 
but for some years it was seriously affeoted by the competition of '"sanfsc- 
imported sugar. The outturn of sugar in 1903-04 was 19.000 
maunda valued at 1*96 lakhs, and ol molasses 68,000 maiinds 
valued at 1-83 lakhs. The earthen pottery, cutlery and horn 
industries of Kaliganj are of considerable importance. Coane 
cloths are manufactured on^ hand-looms and arc said to be pre- 
ferred by the poorer classes to machine-made goods on account of 
their durability, but the industry ie not flomishing. 

The chief exports are rice and paddy to Calouttn, 24-Pnrgonas, Com- 
Nadia and Jessore, and gram, pulses, oilseeds, iute, tobaoc-o 
(unmanufactured), sugar tnnrefined), firewood, limber, minor 
mrest produce, yiaw leaf, befel-nuts, coco-nuts and fish to 
Oalcutfa. The chief imports are raw cotton, cotton twist. 
Luropwn cotton piece-goods, hardware, ghsswore, sugar (refined), 

^oes, English liquors, kerosene oil, coal and coke, lime and tobacco 
The oliirf tiaae centres are at Khulna, Daiilatpur, Phultala 
Ahpur, Kapilmuni Chaknngar,' Obalufi, Jalms, Dumiia and 
Kutirhat, all m the head-quarteia sub-dirision, at Bagheihat, 
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Fnkirbat, kfauahn, J&trfipur, Knc1iu&, Ghit(i]mari« GAUramkhat 
tmd Aforrolganj iu the Bfigltorhat Buh-diTi<iion, and at Barodal, 
PatkcJ^fiuin, Kaligaiij, Eoliroa, Dobhata, Ch&tiduria, Bofiantpar^ 
Aa&auni, Tula and Naobanld in tbo S&tkbira sub>divi&ion. The 
principal raalca enpagod in trade are Kayastbs, Tolis, Bfimis, 
oab/iB, MnloB, Baniiu, Nanasudraa and Mnhammadnna. 

Tbo EuBicm Bcngol Slate Bailway connects Khulna with 
JcBBoro and CnlcuUa. In 19U3<01 tbo Bistriot contained 490 
roilcB of roads, of wbioli only 12 miles wore motollrd, in addition 
to 1,081 milcB of Tillage traoka. Tbo principal aro tboso 
connocting Khulna with Jessoro and Biigborb&t. 

I'ho iargor rirers arc lor tbo most part tidal and navi> 
gable by large boats tbrougbonl tbo year, and they carry a 
great omoiiiit of trnlBa Somo of tbo •connecting olianneis 
form portion of a very impurtanl system of ■waterways connect- 
ing Calcutta inth the eastern Distriots, and also with the 
Ganges and tbo Brahmaputra syatoms (see Calcutta and 
Eastrun Canals). Tbo central ^ marl of (bo Sundarbans is 
tbo town of Kliulnu, towards which all the great boat routes 
converge. Tbo obiof route, after reaching tbo junoiion of tbo 
Kabadak w'ith the Morirchnp river, proems by tlic latter ns far 
ns its junction with tbo Betua and (bo Kbolpotua, whore it 
divides into two cbanncla Tbo largo boats pass along tbo 
Khnlpoliiii, Gnlgbnaitl, Biinstnln and ICanksiftli channels to K&li- 
gnuj, -while tbo smaller boats enter tbo So-mali at its jnnetion with 
tbo Ifliolpetui and proceed to Killiganj by tbo Ounti&kbnli, 
Ilabra Sitalldinli, Jlinpjbapin and Kfinksiali; tbo route through 
tbo &!laIkli&U has been shortened sineo (ho opening of tbo 
Gobinda canal, and boats of all sizes now pass through it. From 
Kftlignnj tbo route proceeds through tbo Jamuna as far ns 
Bnsaulpur, where it again divides forming an iimcr and an 
outer paxsago. Tbo outer passage enters tbo 24-Bnrganns through 
tbo Kfiliudrl river and tbo S&bibkbali ond Bnrabilia Kbah, 
while the inner passage proceeds by tbo Jamunil from Basantpnr 
to Husainabnd, where it enters n channel called the Husoinabad. 
or Dban-sara JOidl. From Kbulnti, routes branch off north, cast 
and south ; tbo chief norihom route proceeds up the Albnrn- 
butiki, tlio kfndhumati and tbo Garm into the Padma or main 
clmnuol of tbo Ganges, and oarries tbo rivor trado not only' of 
northern Bengal but alt-o of Bibar, during the spason w’ben tbo 
Naditi riverp are closed. In reoent years, the silting up of this 
route has led to its abandonment by steamers. Tbo eastom route 
from Kbuln& passes dowm tbo Bbairab and then by Barisal 
through the Bncfcergungo District to Dacca. Tbo main soutbom 
route connects Kliulnfi. ■with Morrclganj. 

In addition to tbo C&cbftr-SQndarbans despatch seirice which 
plies from Oaloutta through the Sundarbans to Barisal, Cbandpur, 
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Norfiyattganj anti Assam, there are son'iees ol sloRinew between 
THinlnS and JlnlianunaflnuT, iDiulua nndBiuodpur and (during 
the rains) llj&gnra and Khulna and MadArInnr tin the Mndhn- 
mati Bll route (fff FAKinrun District). There is aUo a Bcrrlca 
on ^0 Knbadak between Ivnpilmuni in ipiulnfi and Kotchfindpur 
in the Jessoro District, which tajM the railway at Jliiugcrgieha, 

Tlio famine of 1897-9S atfeeU-d parts of tho IdiulnA andTsatno. 
BatkMra sub-divisions. Tho riuufall was deficiont in 1895-UG, and 
a ojclonic stonn drove salt water into tho Celdn and destxoywl tho 
young plants. Tho rainfall was again very short in 1996-97, and 
tho outturn of tho great rico area bordering on tho fiundnrbans 
barelj’ amounted to an eighth of tho nomml crop. An area of 407 
square miles with a population of 276,000 tvas aifw.lt'*!, but tho 
number requiring relief never exceeded 16,000. Tho relief works 
were closed at tho end of September, bat poor housia were main- 
tained till a month later. Tl«o total coqwndilnro wns 1*7'} lahlw, 
of which Eo. 61,000 wns spent on rcUel works and Its. 75,000 
on gratuitous relief. Apart from this, Ea. •1.‘<,000 uus advanced 
under tho Land Improvement Loans Act and E?. CJ*,000 under 
the Agriculturists’ Loam; Act. * 

For general adminisfnitivo purposes tho District is divided D'lfttt 
into 3 fiu&divisions uith hca»l-quartcrs at K»ut.N.\, IlAoHKnnAT, 
and Satruiua. The District Mnglslmto-O'olU'etor is n.s»jstO'l at ** ** 

hcad-quartors by a f tall of •! Deiuity iIagl«trnto-Collcdori', and I ho 
BfighcrhSt and Satkliim eub-diviswa# • nru each in charge of n 
Deputy llnglstratc-Collector assisted by asuh-dopuly collettor. 

A deputy conservator of forosla end two extra asristant ron»rvn- 
tors attached to tho Sundarbana division are also slationcd at 
Klmlna. 


For tho disposal of ciril work in addition to tho DUtrict and i 
Bo.'sions Judge, who is also Judge of Jraore, 2 Alunsif« and i 
a Suhordinato Judge fit- at KhnlnA and 3 MtinsUs at tnehJ 
of tho other »uh*divi«ional hcad-quarici^s. There arc in all 12 
criminal ccrurtf, including tho court of an Additional Soviona 
Judge, who also rit-r at Jcs«oro for a portion of tho year. Tho 
most common cases aro tho'o which arise out of land disjiulc’;. 

Tho early land' revenue history of (ho Dl.Alriel Mtinol bo 
distinguisliod from that of tho neighbouring Districts of Jt-i^orai 
and tho 2-f-Pnrgnnas, of which until rocontly it form>‘d part 
At tho time of tho pormonent fottlomont, most of (Itc, pre- 
sent District was divided into a few largo ramlndoris utolud- 
ing portions of tho iKifpnr and Snidpur cblnto'; ()•/■<■ 

DHlrict). Of 97U c-riiittw in 1903-01 with a currMit domnud 
of 6 9 lakhs, 7 «j 0 u-ith a demand of 6'1 lakhs wrre pc’-fnaijcntly 
Fotllod. ilroroaro no tenures pf^alinr to tho Distrut, f/rftoMai 
lenauPi pay rent only upon iho land actually culllvatnl durintr tho 
year (hqo Aauia District). ryots hold under a rniddleimm 
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Buob as orjoWar, wiM ryots are luiblo to ejrclnieiil 

alter a fixed period, khtksrl ryots aro {onanlB<at*'n'ill, while the 
ocoupants otjuhJamA and dh&nya laMri holdings ]pay rent in kind. 
For the wliolo Disiriot the incidenoo of rental is Rs. 4-fi<2 per 
ooltivnted acre, hut rents vary ^eatly, ranging from Rs, 4-8 toRs. 0 

E OT acre in the Khulna sub-division, from Rs. 3 to Ra. 18 iuBftghor- 
at, and from Ra. 3 to Rs. 7 in Sutkhirn. Pan and garden lands 
bring in between Rs. G and Rs. 9 inBn^lierh&t, and between Rs 9 
andRs. 18 in Khnlnfi, wiiilo in S4tkhirn ns raueh as Rs. 30 is 
ocossinnnlly paid for garden and Rs. 62 for pan land. In a 
sotllomout of a small tract which wos made in ltl(il-02 the rate 
of rout varied from Rs. 2-13 to Rs. G per cultivated aae, the 
average rate being Us. 4-G-G, and the average holding of each 
tenant 12*28 001 * 05 . 


The following table shows the oollcciionB of laud rovcmio and 
of total revenue, under the principal heads, in lltonsands of 
rupees: — 



1832413. 

ISTO-Ol. 

l!)01-02. 

1903.01. 

IdMid rcTcntio •„ 


C.41 

c,n9 

P.SC 

Total iv\cnue ... 

0,23 

11,13 

13,21 

11,23 


Local anil Outside the munioipaliticsofKiiui.NA, SATiiinuA and Driuiats, 
co'rlrii.*"*' ollairs aro managed by the Distriel board with 

„ei,t. * subordinate local boards in each sub-division. In 1903.04 the 
income of the District board was Rs. 1,90,000, of whieh 
Rs. 1,03,000 was derived from rates, and the expenditure was 
Rs. 1,CG,000, including Rs. 98,000 spent on civil works and 
Rs. 30,000 on education. 

Police anil The District contains 13 police stations and 9 out-posts, and 
jaili jQQg force subordinate to the District Suporintendeut of 

Police c insisted of 3 in-pcotois, 35 Fitb-in‘'peofors, 3G bead-consta- 
bles Olid 394 oonstttblos, incln^ng 4 1 water constables and 67 tow a 
police. In addition there wa.s a rural police of 239 dafiadurs 
and 2,155 chaulxd&n. The District jail at Khidiia has acrammo- 
dation for 49 prisoners, and subsidiary jails at Satkliira and 
Bfigherhat for 47. 

Education. Jxi ro'^poct of education Khuhiii is less advanced than would 
be expooted from its proximity to Calcutta, and in 1901 only 
6*9 per cent, of tbo population (12*4 males and *8 fonialesj could 
road and write. The total number of pupils under iu>-triiotiou fell 
from 38,000 iu 1892-93 to 34,000 in 1900-01 ; in 1903-04, 
34,000 boys and 8,000 girls wwo at school being, respectively, 
34*7 and 3*4 per coni, of the children of boliool-goiug age. 
The number of educational iiistilulious, public nud privalo, in that 
year wu* 1,U09, iucludiug an Ai ts college, 91 sej^u'd • sohools. 
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909 primary eoliools and 8 other special schools. Tho expeudiUiro 
on eSueation was 1-8 Inlchs, of whiA Rs. 2 1000 was mot from 
Piovinoiol funds, Rs. 34,000 from Dislnot funds, Bs. 1,000 from 

municipal funds and Ra. 90,000 from fees. ^ qurniVAni 

In 1903 tho District contained 11 disponsanw, of which 3 Medical, 
hod accommodation for 41 in-door patients. At these the cases 
of 79,000 out-patients and 500 in-patients wore treated during 
the year, and 2,000 operations W'cro performed. The expenditure 
was Es. 13,000, of which Rs. 1,100 was mot by Government 
contributions, Es. 7,000 from local and Rs. 2,000 from municipal 
funds and Rs 4,000 from subscriptions. . . , -n • w • 

Vaccination is compulsory only in municipal areas. Dunng ^ »cci»a- 
1903-04 tho number of persons successfully vaccmatcd was 32,000 
of 26*28 per thousand of tho population. 

[Sir W. 17. Hunter, StaiisUcat Account of Bengal, vols. i and ii, 

1875; Sir J. Westland, Bepoti oa Jcssorc, Calcutta, 1874; R. E. 
Pargiter, Recfitue Hialonj of the Simdarbans from 1705 to WO, 
Calcutta, 1885. 3^ 

Khulna 

Khulna. Dist. — , „ • r .. „„ 

89° 14' and 89® 45' E. with an area of 049 square miles. Iho 
Bub-divifflon is an alluvial tract, merging to the south in the 
Sundarbans; tho general features of tliis tract are the same ns 
those of the lower delta through which tho rivers of Bengal 
find their way to the sea. Its population was 401,786 in 
1901, compared with 341,493 in 1891, the density being 619 
persons to the square mile. It contains one town Kiiui.na, its 
head-quarters (population 10,426) and 929 villages. Kliulna 
town is tho chief centre of trade, but AnAiruu, Daui.atpur, 
Domria, Pholtai.a, and Kaph-mum are also important marts. 

Bagherh&t Sub-diviBion.— Eastern sub-division of the Khfilna 
District, Bengal, lying between 21® 44' and' 22® 59' N. and 
89° 32' and 89° 58' E. with an area of 679 square miles. The 
north of the sub-division is low-lying and contains numerous 
swamps, but tho country is more open and there is less jungle 
flian in the Satkhira sub-division. To the south the country 
merges in the Sundarbans, where tho land is being steadUv 
redaimed. Its population was 363,041 in 1901, compared with 
310,569 in 1891, the density being 636 persons to the square 
mile. Tlie sub-division contains 1,045 villages but' no towns. 

Its head-quarters are at BAGiiERHvr, a plage containing several 
antiquities of interest. The chief trade centres aie Morrelgarj 
and Kachua. 

S6.tkhira Snb-division.— Western sub-division of the Khuln& 
District, Bengal, lyi^ between 2i® 38' and 22® 57' N. and 
88° Od' and 89® 23' B. with on area of 749 square miles. The 
northern part of the sub-division resembles in its general 
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pUysIoal oUaraotorlstlca tko adjouung UifinoS of Jessore; tho 
drainngo is bod ftud tliero aro numerous awhmps. The soathern 
portion inaludos (i largo area in tlio Sundarbaus, u’bcre there is 
much forlilo land au’aiting roclamation. Its population was 
488,217 in 1901, compared with 495,000 in 1881, Ihoro being 652^ 

i ioraons to tho square inilo. It contains 2 towus, Satkuira, its’ 
icad<quar(ors (population 8,85G), and Di'.nuATA (5,454), and 1,467 
villttgos. IswATi'.ruB was tho old capital of Baja I^tapfiditya.- 
Dobhata and llsuo anj aro trading centres, 

Alainnr.— Villngo in Khulna District, Bengal, situated in 
22® 49' N. and 89° 39' E. at tho junction of tho Ath&rabSnki- 
and Bhairab rivers. P.ipulntion (1901) 1,190. It has Bomo 
local trade and pottery is largely manufnohircd. 

Bagherhfit Village.— Il^d-quartcrs of tho suh.division of tho’ 
same name in Uto KImlnil DiDtriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 40' N. 
and 89“ 47' E. on tho Bhairab.^ Population (1901) I,l24. In 
tho neighbourhood are tho rains of sovernl buddings left by 
Khfinja All, tho pioncor sottlor in tho Sundarbaus (sfe &tUL>'A 
District), including a hri(^-built road from tho bank of tho 
Bhairab, a largo hall known as tho Sh&t tiumbaz and tlio 
mausoleum of Khilnja All. Thoro Is a largo bUweokly market, 
and on annual fair lasting for a month is hold on thoocoosion of 
tho Sripanoham’t. Tho s-rngo contains ^ tho usual public offices, n 
sub'jail with oocommodatiou for 35 prisoners, and a Government 
aided school. 

Danlatpur.— Village in tho hoad-quarters sub-disdsion of 
Klmln/l’DLstriot, Bengal, situated in 22° 53' N. and 89° 32' E. 
on tho Bhairab river. Population (1901) 808. Daulatpur has a 
largo trade in botel-uuts. It is a station on tho Eastern Bengal 
Stuto Bailwny and oonlnins an Arts ooUego and high English 
school and tho la/isU kmheri of tho Soidpur Trust estate. 

Debhata.— Town in tbo Siitkbira sub-division, Khulna 
District, Bengal, situated on tho Jaraun^ in 22° 34' E. and 
88° 53' E. Population (1901) 5,464. Thoro is a local trade 
in smdri wood {Ueyiiitra littoralis), and lime is mannfnotUred 
from sholls. Dobhfita was constituted a municipality in 1876. 
Tho average inoomo and oxpondituxo durmg tho dooade ending 
in 1901-02 wore Bs. 2,000 oaoh. In 1903-04 tho inoomo was 
Bs. 2,000, mainly from a lax on persons (or property tax), and 
lUo oxpon^turo was'Bs. 1,800. 

Domria.— Villagft in tho hoad-quarters sub-division of 
Khulna District, Bengal, situated in 22° 48' N. and 89° 26' E. 
on tho Bhadrarivor.j Population (1901) 3,847. It possesses an 
extensive trado in rioc, and boats aro largely manutooturod. 

lawarlpnr. — Yillago iu tho Sotkhira sub-division, Khulna 
District, Bengal, situated in 2*2° 19' N. and 89° 7' E. on tho 
JUmuuil river. Population (1901) 362. It .was formerly known 
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as YasoUara and was in the 17lh oenlnry the capital of E&ja 
Fiatapaditya, the popular hero of the Snndarbans. [6 ’m the 
aitiole on the Jessore District, also Beport on Jessoro hy Sir 
J. Westland, Calcutta, 1874, p. 23.] ^ _ 

Kttchna. — 'Yillage in tlie Bagherbat anb-divi&ion of ElhulnK 
District, Bengal, situated in 2^ 89' N. ^and 89® 63' ^E. 
at the junction of the Bhairab and Lfadhumafi rivers. Population 
(1901) 247. Eaohua is one of three market places established by 
Mr. Henokell in the Sundorbans in 1782-83; the Other two 
Ghandkhali and Henckellganj are now of no importance, bnt 
KachuS has still a large bazar. The principal ei^ort is rice ; lar<je 
quantities of kaehtt, a kind of yam, are also gro'un from which the' 
wlage possibly derives its name. 

&uganj. — ^Village in the Saikhira sub-division, Ehulna 
District, Bengal, situated in 22° 27' N. and 89° 2' E. on the 
Eanksiali river. Population (1901) 47. XalTganj lies onthoboat- 
routo between Calcutta and the eastern' Districts, and has o' large 
bazar and considerable local trade. It is also noted for its manu- 
facture of earthen-ware, pottery, horn and cutlery. 

TTapilmnni. — Village in the head-quarters sub-division of 
Khulnft District, Bengal, rituated in-22° 42' N'. and 89° 19' E. 
on the Eabadak. ^ Fopdation (1901) 362. Ilapilmuni is connected 
by steamer service with the Jhingergaoha station of- the Eastern 
Bengal State Eailway, and posaesses a bi-weekly market. A 
large annual fair is held in March in honour of the goddess 
Ea]^eswari and is attended by 6,000 or 7,000 persons. 

AhulnE Town. — ^Head-quarters of EbidnS. District, Bengal, 
situated in 22° 49' N. and 89° 34' E. at the point where the 
Bhairab river meets the Snndarbans. Population (1901) 10,4^6. 
Ehulna may be described as the capital of the Sundarbans, and 
has been for more than 100 years a place of commercial import- 
ance. It was the head-quarters of the salt department during the 
period of the Company’s salt manufacture; It is the terminus 
of the central section of the Eastem'BengalState Eailway, and all 
the great river routes converge on the town; it being connected bv 
steamer with Nakayakganj, Barisal, Madaripur, Muhammai- 
pur and Binodpur. Eice, sugar,, betel-nuts and coco-huts, the 
produce of its vicinity, are collected here for export to Calcutta, and’ 
the trade in salt is also large. Khulna was constituted a muni- 
cipality in 1884. The average income for the decade ending in 
1901-02 was Es. 22,000 and the expenditure Es. 20,000. In 
1903-04 the income was Es. 19,000, including Es. 4,f>00 derived 
from a tox on persons (or property, tax), Es. 3,500 from a 
tax on houses and lands, and Esn 4,600 from a conservancy rate 
while the expenditure was Es. 17,000. The municipality has 
recently engaged.on a scheme for improving the drainage. The 
town contains the usual civil, orimmal and revenue courts. District 
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jfti), oirouil limifli*, hospital niitl rohools. Tlio jail 1ms npconimoila- 
Siou for 'JO prihonors ; llio principal indiistrics nro oil-prossin<r, 
wlioul-grinding, paddy-lrasknig, nmJ-muking, aloo-ponuiiing nud 
rope-making. The '\Voo<lburn Ilospital was complolcd during 
191)1 at n cost of Its. 18,000. 

Morrolganj.— Villngo in llio BSghcrlifit sub-division, Kbulnii 
DUlriol, Bengal, situated in 22° 27' N. and 80° 52' li. on tlio 
I’anguchi, 2J miles abovo its confluonro with the Caloswar or 
Ilaringbala, of which it is a feoilcr. i^opnlatiou (I'lOI) 972 
krorrolgauj was formerly tho property ol Mo.-st«. Iforrel and 
Light foot, who converted this part of tho coimtry from iinpmo- 
trahlo jnnglo into a pro^>prons rico-growing tract dotted with 
Ihriring villages. Tho rivor, which hero is tidal, is nhoul a 
qnnrlor of a mile hrond, with deep wafer from bjink to hank, 
affording good holding ground for ships, with a well sheltorod 
anchorago. It was declared n port hy the Government of Bengal 
in November 1809, and buoys wore laid down in the following 
month, hut tho ciTort to make it an entr<‘put for sen-going Imdc 
was not attended with success. Its pofition on a fine navigable 
rivor, commanding a rich rico country, sfill, Iionwcr, renders it a 
great oenlro of local fwdo. If is an impnriant sicamer station 
of tho Onehnr-Snndnrhans servioo. 

Plmltala.— Village in (he hcnd-qnnrters sub-division of 
IvhulnS Dislriol, Bengal, situated in 22° 68' N. nud 89° 29' E. 
on tho Bhairnb rivor. I’opnlalion (1901) 8,911. It 1ms a brisk 
sugar miinufoeluin and a large trade in rieo, betel-leaves, etc- 
Plmltala is a station on tbo Eastern Bengal Rtato Bailway, and 
is also connected with Khulna by a good road. 

Shtkhira Town. — llcnd-quarter.s of tbo snb-divi'inn of (be 
same name, IvUnlna District, Bengal, situated in 22'-' '13' N and 
89° 6' E on a kfnll coniicded with the lolnimat! rivor. Pojm- 
Iction (1901) 8,30R. Satkbir.t was ('onstitntc<l a mnnioipality in 
1809. The avorngo income for tbo decade ending in 1901-02 
was Bs 4,600 and tho expendituro Bs. 4,500. In 1.903-01 tho 
income was Bs. 7,500, mainly from a tax on persons (or jffoperty 
tax), and the expondituro was Bs. 0,500. Tho town OTufains the 
nsunl public offices, a sah-joil with accoraniodatiou for 12 
prisouers, as w*oU as many Hindu (omples. 

Crois-re/ereiie/’K (for Imperial Gacefteer only). 

Ajimganj. — Town in Murahidfihad Distriot, Bengal. See' 
A'/imoanj. 

Bahrampur.— Sub-division and town of Murshidahnd District, 
Beimal. Sre BnaiiAwroKi:. 

Baj-Baj. — ^Town iu the 24-Pargauas Distriot, Bengal. Ste 
Budob-Bouoi:. 



rnKPiuKNW nivisiuN. 


12 .) 


Ballygnngc.— Sul)iirl)s of Calcuttn. See Cai-cutta. 
Barhampni.— Siil)-(livirion and town of Mwraluilftbftd DiBlricl, 
Bengal. See liBRiiAMroui;. . « 

Barnagore.— T otst) iu the 24-r«rganaB District, Bengal. 0‘v 

Dahasacar. , -r,. . . . 

Bongong. — Pub-diriaon and village m Jea'oro Disinct, 
Bengal. Sie Banoaon. 

Cbitpnr. — Suburbs of Calcutta. See Co's-.n'OUr.-Cmirur.. 
ComercoUy.— Tomi in Kndia District, Bengal. See Kv-'iak* 

KHA1.1. 

Bam-Dama. — Cautoumonl and loan in the S-l-raiganns 
District, Bengal. S'e Di'm-Di:>!. 

Dhnrrnmtolla —Street and Eurasian quarter in Calcutta, 
Beng.*!!. Nre CAi/rtiTTA. 

Port William. — ^Fort in Calcutta, Bengal. See Cxt-cmTA. 
Fnlta. — Villngo in iho 24-Pargnnn5 Diftricl, Bengal. 6> 
Fai.ta. 

Jainagar.— Tonm in the 24-rnignnns District, Bengal. See 
Javsao tU. 

Jbamda.— Sub-divisicn and villngo in Jessoro District, 
Bengal. A’feJiiKxiDA. 

&i6b^. — Old name of .Tessorc town, Bengal. 

Kasimbazar.— Decayed lontiinMursliidfibAd District, Bengal, 
Sti C(tS«IMnAZAl|. 

Kaslpur-Chitpnr.— Town in tho 2‘1-Pnrgnnns District, Bengal. 
See Cossit'onF-UiiiTPUii. 

Badderporo.— A quarter of Calcutta contnining tbo docks. Stc 
C.M.CUTTA. 

Kooshtca.— SubKlivision and (own in Nadia District, Bengal. 
See Kusuiia. 

Lalbagh Town.— OtTicinl name for Ibo town of Mim.siUDAnAn, 
Mursbidubud District, Bengal. Ucad-qiinrlors of (ho Liilbagh 
sub'dirision. 

Maheshpar. — ^Towu in Jessoro District, Bengal. See Maiiks- 

PUR. 

MaksudabSd.— Old name of Muraliidfibad town, Muftbidab/ld 
District, Bengal. See ^loiiBiiinAnAu. 

Matla.— villngo in tho 2-1-Pnrganns Distriol, Bengal. See 
Oan.nmno, Pout. 

Milirpnr.— Sub division and (own in Nudili District, Bengal. 
&c hfiuiuuruR. ' . 

Mnrsliidabad Sub-division.— Sub-dirisiou in Mursbid/llid 
District, IJengnl, Sec Lii.raoii. 

Nadia Town.— Town in Nadia DLnlricf, Bengal. See Nara- 
nwir. 


Nadiya. — Dislricl and low#!' in Bengal, See Nadia and 

NAItADWir, , 
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North Barrackporc.— Town in tho 2'l-rorgana8 Dklriot, 
Bengal. See BARRACKroRK. 

North Dam-Dam.— Town in the 24-PaTgnnn5 District, Bengal. 
SmDom-Dom. 

Naddca.— District and town in Bengal. See Nadia and 
Nahadwip. 

Nyohatteo. — ^Town in tho 24-Pnrgnnna District, Bengal. See 
Naihati. 

Parganas, Tho Twonty-fonr.— District in Bengal. See 
24-Paroana6. 

Port Canning.— Villogo in tho 2‘t-Paigttnas District, Bengal. 
See Cankino, Port. 

SandarbanB.— Government estate in tho 24-Parganas, Klmlna 
Districta, Bengal, and Bnekergungo District, Eastern Bengal and 
Assam. See Sundariiaxs. 

Sealdall . — A quarter of Calenlla, Bengal. See OaijCUTta. 
Sham Bazar.— A quarter of Calcutta, Bengal. See Cai.cutta. 
South Barrackporo.-Town in tho 24-Pargnnas District, 
Bengal. See Barrackpore. 

South Dum-Dum. — Town in tho 2*1- Parganas District, Bengal. 
See Dum-Dum. 

South Suhurbs.— Town in tho 2-l-Pnrgann5 District, Bengal. 
See Oaecutta, South Suburbs. 

Suburbs of Calcutta— fire OAiouTrA, Suburbs or. 

Ula.— Town in Nadid District, Bengal. See Bira’AOAB. 
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